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CHARGES FOR CCYI'TON GINNING AND MARKETIM SERVICES AND RELATED DATA, SEASON 1950-51 1/ 

GinninE charges. Cotton growers paid. $11.19 on the average for ginning and 
wrapping a 500-pound gross weight bale during the 1950-51 season. This amount 
represents an increase of 72 cents per bale or 6.9 percent above the similar 
charge in 1949-50. Charges for bagging and ties in 1950-51 averaged $3.45 per 
bale or about 31 percent of the total ginning charge. Ginning charges in 1950 51, 
by States, ranged. from $17.51  per standard weight bale in Missouri to $7,24 in 
Virginia. In Missouri, charges in 1950-51 were greater than those of 1949-50  by 
about 27 percent or $3.72 per bale. Ginning charges increased only moderately 
In Mississippi but advanced appreciably in other South Central States, including 
Arkansas, Tennessee, and Louisiana. In the Southeast, the coat of ginning in 
1950-51  increased by from U to 15 percent in all States except Virginia where 
charges were 33 cents per 500-pound bale less than for the previous season. 
Charges declined 56 cents per standard weight bale in Now Mexico, as compared 
with 1949-50,  and increased from 4 to 6 percent In Oklahoma, Arizona, Texas, and 
California. Production of American Egyptian cotton totaled 57,279  bales in 
1950-51 and the charges for ginning this extra long staple cotton on roller gins 
averaged $21.06 per standard weight bale as compared with $18.20 per bale in 
1949-50. 

Pounds of seed cotton required for a 500-pound gross weight bale. Growers 
in 1950-5-1 hauled, on the average, 1,356 pounds of hand-picked seed cotton to gins 
in order to obtain a 500-pound gross weight bale. For cotton harvested by hand-
snapping, 1,949  pounds of seed cotton were required. Growers of American Egyptian 
cotton were required to hand-pick 1,606 pounds of seed cotton to provide a 
500-pound. bale. 

Methods of harvesting. About 71 percent of the 1950-51  cotton crop was liar-
vested by hand.-picking, 21 percent by hand-snapping, and the remaining 8 percent 
by other methods such as picking or stripping by machine. About four-fifths of 
the cotton crop in Oklahoma and very nearly one-half of that in Texas was hand-
snapped but most of the cotton elsewhere was hand-picked. An appreciable volun 
of cotton, however, was harvested in California by machine picking. 

Purchase of cotton by ginners. tb1rdecotniarvestedeach Usually growers sell from one-fifth to one- 
season to ginners. In 1950-51 sales by growers 

to ginners represented 32 percent of the cotton crop. 

Services incident to marketing. Each season most of the cotton moves to 
pub1iiage facilities soon after ginning. Upon arrival at warehouses, bales 
are weighed, sampled, tagged., covered by individual bale receipt and placed in 
storage, this composite service being termed 'receiving." In 1950-51, the average 
charge for receiving cotton was 65 cents per bale. The monthly storage charge 
averaged 35 cents per bale. These charges are practically Identical with those in 
effect the previous season. Most gin bales are compressed to smaller size in order 
to reduce cost of transportation to mills or ports. Charges for compressing bales 
averaged $1.17 per bale for standard density and $1.31 per bale for high density, 
an increase of 10 cents and 2 cents per bale, respectively, above charges for the 
same services in 1949-50. 

See reverse side of this sheet for more detailed information, by States 
1/ This 	d.y wascon1ucted under the direction of John W. Wright, Chief, 

Research and Testing Division, Cotton Branch. Collection of the original data 
was made possible by the cooperation of field representatives of the Cotton Branch 
and the ginners, compresemen, and warehousemen who furnished the information. 

Agriculture--Washington 
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