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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Production and Marketing Administration
Cotton Branch
April 1952

CHARGES FOR GINNING COTTON, COSTS (F SERVICES INCIDENT TO
MARKETING, AND RELATED DATA, SEASON 1951-52 1/

Ginning charges. Cotton producers in the United States paid $12.04 on the average
for ginning end wvrepping & 500-pound gross-weight bale during the 1951-52 season. This
charge represents an increase of T.6 percent when compared with the similar charge by
ginners during the 1950-51 season. Charges for bagging and ties represented about 30
percent of the totel ginning charge or an average of $3.62 per pattern for the Cotton
Belt a8 & whole. Charges for ginning and wreapping in 1951-52, by States, rangsd from
$17.75 per etandard weight bale in Missouri to $8.37 in Alebama. Ginning charges in-
creased in all cotton-producing Stateas, but the largest advences cccurred in the south-
west and western areas. In New Mexlco, averasge charges were greater then those of 1950-51
by ebout 29 percent, or $3.28 per bale. Cherges increassed from 10 to 20 percent in
Celifornia, Texes, Oklehoma, end Arizona. Relatively mcderate advancea occurred in the
South Central States ranging from 1 percent in Missouri to 6 percent in Louisiana. In
the Southemst, the cost to growers for gimning increased by from 5 to 20 percent with
the largest advances occurring in the fringe States of Florida and Virginia. Charges for
glnning Americen Fgyptien cotton on roller glns in the western erea averaged $21.24 per
500-pound bale or less than 1 percent above the average cherge in 1950-51.

Pounds of seed cotton required for & 500-pound gross-welght bale. The average
amount of hand-picked sead cotton nseded to produce & stenderd welght bale of uplend
cotton in 1951-52 was 1,371 pounds for the Cotton Belt as compered with 1,356 pounds in
1950-51. For upland cotton harvested by hend-snepping, 2,015 pounds of seed cotton were
necessary in 1951-52. Producers of American Fgyptisn cotton required 1,654 pounds of
hend-picked cotton to provide a 500-pound bele.

Methods of hervesting. Gimmers estimated that sbout 61 percent of the 1951-52
crop was harvested by hend-picking, 24 percent by hand-snapping, and 15 percent by other
methods such as mechanicel pickers or mechine strippers. EHend-picking continues as the
moat lmportant harvesting method in all States except Celifornia, Oklehoms, and Texas.
More than one-half of the production in Californie in 1951-52 wes harvested by mechanical
plckers whereas mejor perts of the production in Oklehoma and Texes were hand-snapped.

Purcheses of cotton by gimmers. In 1951-52, cotton sold by growere to ginners in
the United States represented about 29 percent of the total crop. Each season, from about
cne-fifth to one-third of the cotton crop is scld by growers to gimmers. From 1 to 7
percent of the crop in the verious States was purchased in the form of seed cotton, con-
eleting mostly of remmant or less-than-bale lots.

Services incident to merketing. Om the whole in 1551-52, coste sssocisted with
the primary merketing of cotton remained falrly steble. Receiving charges at compresses
end wareshouses in the United States aversged 65 cents per bale which was identicel with
that of the 1950-51 season. The monthly storage rete incressed slightly, averaging
37 cente per bale. Compression charges for stendard density end high density beles av-
eraged $1.19 and $1.34 per bele, respectively, for the Cotton Belt as a whole, an increase
of 2 cents and 3 cents above cherges for similar services 1n 1950-51.

1/ Thie study was conducted under the direction of John W. Wright, Chief, Reseerch
and Testing Divieion, Cotton Branch. Collection of the original data wes made possible
by the cooperation of field representatives of the Cotton Erench end ginners, compressmen,
and wershousemsn.

(See reverse side of this sheet for more detailed information by States.)

Agriculture-Washington
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