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CHARGES FOR GINNING COTTON, COSTS OF SELECTED SERVICES INCIDENT 
TO MARKETING, AND RELATED INFORMATION, SEASON 1958-59 / 

Ginning charges. --Cotton growers in the United States paid an average of $14.75 for ginning 
and wrapping a 500-pound gross-weight bale of upland cotton during the 1958-59 season, up slightly 
from $14.51 in 1957-58. Charges for bagging and ties, when assessed separately, averaged $4.20 
per bale, about unchanged from the previous year. By States, changes this season from the previ-
ous season in average charges for ginning and wrapping amounted to less then 50 cents per bale in 
10 States. Changes in excess of this amount consisted of increases in California, Georgia, 
Louisiana, and Virginia, and decreases in Florida and Oklahoma. Roller gins in 1958-59 charged 

$25.21  per bale on the average for ginning and wrapping the approximately 82,000 bales of 
American-Egyptian cotton, compared with $25.64 in 1957-58. 

Methods of harvesting.--For the Cotton Belt as a whole, the proportion of upland cotton hand-
picked and machine stripped was unchanged from the 1957-58 season at 44 and 13 percent, 
respectively. Hand snapping, as a method of harvest, declined slightly from the 1957-58 season, 
while machine picking increased moderately, with approximately one-fifth of the 1958-59 crop har-
vested by each of these methods. In general, hand picking was unchanged or up from the previous 
year in all States except California, New Mexico, and Texas, while hand snapping was unchanged 
or down in all States except Oklahoma and Texas. Machine picking increased across the Belt ex-
cept for Arizona and the Southeastern States. Machine stripping was again confined chiefly to 
the Southwestern region. 

Pounds of seed cotton required for a 500-pound gross-weight bale—Standard-weight bales of 
upland cotton in 1958-59 required 1,428 pounds of handpicked cotton, 1,906 pounds of hand..snapped 
cotton, 1,484 pounds of machine-picked cotton, and 2,075 pounds of machine-stripped cotton, as 
compared with 1,430, 1,989, 1,1492,  and 2,261 pounds, respectively, in,1957-58. A 500-pound bale 
ofAmerican-Egyptian cotton in 1958-59 required 1,524 pounds of handpicked cotton or 1,529 pounds 
of machine-picked cotton. 

Purchases of cotton by ginners. --Cotton growers sold only 11 percent of the 1958-59 crop to 
ginners, compared with 20 percent the previous year. This decreased use of ginners as a marketing 
outlet is consistent with the record high entry of cotton into the Government loan program this 
season. 

Selected services incident to marketing—Average charges in 1958-59 by public storage estab-
lishments remained practically unchanged from the 1957-58 season, with receiving charges at 81 
cents per bale, storage per month at 49 cents per bale, and compression at $1.43 and $1.65 per 
bale, respectively, for standard-density and high-density cotton. 

/ Primary data were collected by field representatives of the Cotton Division and were tab-
ulated in the Market Organization and Costs Branch, Marketing Research Division. The report was 
made possible by the Belt-wide cooperation of ginners, conipressmen, and warehousemen. 

(See reverse side of this sheet for more detailed figures by States.) 
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