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CHARGES FOR GINNING COTTON, COSTS OF SELECTED SERVICES INCIDENT 10 
MARKETING, AND RELATED INFORMATION, SEASON 1959-6o / 

Methods of harvesting.--Compared with last season, the most marked shifts in 
methods of harvesting cotton showed up as declines in hand-picking and hand-snapping 
and an increase in machine-picking, which rose sharply to a new high. For the Belt as 
a whole, 39 percent of the 1959-60 crop was hand-picked, 18 percent hand-snapped, 31 
percent machine-picked, and 12 percent machine-stripped. In the Southeastern States, 
the general decline in hand-picking was offset by increases in hand-snapping. Else-
where, declines in proportions of hand-picking and hand-snapping were accompanied by 
more machine-picking. California again led all other States in machine-picking, with 
83 percent harvested by this method. Although hand-snapping declined for the Belt as 
a whole as compared to last season, it increased in 8 States, 5 of which were in the 
Southeast. Machine-stripping, confined largely to the Plains area, remained about un-
changed from last season. 

Ginning charges.--The average charge for ginning and wrapping a 500-pound gross-
weight bale of upland cotton in the United States during the 1959-60 season was $15.02, 
a 27-cent increase from the $14.75 average of 1958-59. Twelve States had increases in 
average charges for ginning and wrapping; however, increases in most States were under 
60 cents per bale. The greatest increases-- Arizona $2.04 and Florida $2.28--were 
accounted for by higher ratesand by less favorable turnouts, accounted for in part by 
shifts in harvesting methods. Beltwide charges for bagging and ties averaged $4.29 
per bale this season, compared to $4.20 last season. Roller gins charged an average 
of $25.62 for ginning and wrapping American-Egyptian cotton this season--41 cents 
higher than in 1958-59. 

Pounds of seed cotton required for a 500-pound gross-weight bale.--Less seed 
cotton was required to make a standard-weight bale this season than last, except for 
hand-snapped cotton. A standard-weight bale of upland cotton in 1959-60 required 
1,406 pounds of hand-picked seed cotton, 1,470 pounds of machine-picked, 1,957 pounds 
of hand-snapped, and 2,067 pounds ofmachine-stripped. A 500-pound bale of American-
Egyptian cotton in 1959-60 required 1,458 pounds of hand-picked cotton and 1,579 pounds 
of machine-picked. 

Purchases as seed cotton.--The proportion of this year's crop sold to ginners as 
seed cotton remained the same as last year at 1 percent. 

Selected services incident to marketing.--Per bale charges by public storage 
establishments for the 1959-60 season averaged 75 cents for receiving, 50 cents per 
month for insured storage, and $1.39 and $1.66, respectively, for standard-density and 
high-density compression. Charges for storage and high-density compression were about 
unchanged from last season, but charges declined 6 cents for receiving and 4 cents for 
standard-density compression. 

/ Primary data were collected by field representatives of the Cotton Division and 
were tabulated in the Marketing Economics Research Division. The report was made pos-
sible by the Beltwide cooperation of ginners, compressmen, and warehousemen. 

(See reverse side of this sheet for more detailed figures by States.) 
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