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CHARGES FOR GINNING COON, COSTS OF SELECTED SERVICES INCIDENT TO 
MARKETING, AND RELATED INFORMATION, SEASON 1960-61 

Ginning charges.--The average charge for ginning and wrapping a 500-pound gross-
weight bale of upland cotton increased 40 cents this season over last season. Growers 
paid $15.42 per bale for this service in the 1960-61 season and $15.02 in 1959-60. 
Ginning charges increased in all but three States--Florida, Mississippi, and North 
Carolina. Increases in other States ranged from 20 cents a bale in Arizona to $1.74 
in Oklahoma; the increase was 70 cents or more in Missouri, New Mexico, South Caroin 
and Georgia. Higher ginning rates were the chief cause of higher cost per bale in 
Georgia, South Carolina, and Oklahoma. In New Mexico and Missouri, less favorable 
turnouts this season compared with last season caused higher charges. Beltwide 
charges for bagging and ties averaged $1I.31  per bale--up 2 cents from last season. 
Roller gins charged $26.28 per standard-weight bale for ginning and wrapping American-
Egyptian cotton this season compared with $25.21 in 1959-60. 

Method of harvesting.--For the first time on record, more than half of the crop 
was harvested by machine. This season 36 percent was machine-picked and 15 percent 
was machine-stripped for a total of 51 percent harvested mechanically. Of the total 
harvest in 1959-60, machine-picked and machine-stripped cotton accounted for 31 and 12 
percent, respectively. All States except Florida and Louisiana had an increase in ma-
chine picking. Increases varied from 1 percent in Virginia to 11 percent in Arizona, 
New Mexico, and Tennessee. California again led in machine-picked cotton, with 87 
percent so harvested. Machine-stripping increased on the High Plains of Texas and in 
Oklahoma. 

Pounds of seed cotton required for a 500-pound gross-weight bale.--With the ex-
ception of hand-snapped cotton, slightly more seed cotton was needed for a standard-
weight bale in most States this season than last. For the Belt as a whole, a standard-
weight bale of upland cotton in 1960-61 required 1,17 pounds of hand-picked seed cot-
ton, 1,472 pounds of machine-picked, 1,934 pounds of hand-snapped, and 2,091 pounds of 
machine-stripped. A 500-pound bale of American-Egyptian cotton required 1,II91  pounds 
of hand-picked cotton and 1,566 pounds of machine-picked. 

Purchase of cotton by ginners. --Glimers bought about 8 percent of the crop from 
growers in 1960-61. Less than half of 1 percent of the crop was sold by growers to 
ginners as seed cotton, chiefly as remnants. 

Seclected services incident to marketing.--Warehouses charged an average of 77 
cents a bale for receiving and 51 cents a month for insured storage in 1960-61, about 
the same as in 1959-60. Compression averaged $1.43 a bale for standard-density and 
$1.72 for high-density--up only 4 and 6 cents, respectively, from last season. 

/ Primary data were collected by field representatives of the Cotton Division, 
Agricultural Marketing Service. The report was made possible by cooperation of 
ginners, compressmen, and warehousemen. 

(See reverse side of this sheet for more detailed figures by States.) 
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