
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Economic Research Service, Marketing Economics Division 
and 

Agricultural Marketing Service, Cotton Division 

CHARGES FOR GINNING COTTON, COSTS OF SELECTED SERVICES INCIDENT TO 
MARKETING, AND RELATED INFORMATION, SEASON 1962-63 

Ginning charges.--The average charge for ginning and wrapping a 500-pound 
gross-weight bale of upland cotton in the United States during the 1962-63 sea-
son was $11.08. This charge represents an increase of 25 cents per bale above 
the amount charged by ginners during 1961-62. Charges for bagging and ties 
averaged $4.94 per bale for the Cotton Belt as a whole, or about 29 percent of 
the total ginning charge. By States, average ginning charges varied from 
$11.99 per bale in Virginia to $19.79 in Missouri. Compared with 1961-62, 
ginning charges declined in Virginia, Georgia, Missouri, and Florida but were 
higher elsewhere with increases varying from $0.02 per bale in Oklahoma to 
$0.72 in California. Roller gins charged $28.72 per standard-weight bale for 
ginning and wrapping American-Egyptian cotton in the 1962-63 season compared 
with $28.76 in 1961-62. 

Method of harvesting.--The proportion of cotton harvested by machine in-
creased significantly during the 1962-63 season. Beltwide, 48 percent was 
machine picked, 20 percent machine stripped, and 2 percent machine-scrapped for 
a total of 70 percent mechanically harvested. All States except Virginia had 
an increase in mechanical harvesting. The proportion harvested by machines 
varied from 27 percent in North Carolina to 94  percent in California. This 
method of harvesting gained in importance over 1961-62 in the Southeast, 
with increases varying from 7 percent in Georgia to 20 percent in Florida. 
Machine stripping increased on the High Plains of Texas and in Oklahoma. 

Pounds of seed cotton required for a 500-pound gross-weight bale.--A 
standard-weight bale of upland cotton in 1962-63 required 1,405 pounds of hand-
picked seed cotton, 2,006 pounds of hand-snapped, 1,534 pounds of machine-
picked, 2,2111- pounds of machine-stripped, and 2,555  pounds of machine-scrapped. 
For American-Egyptian cotton, 1,11-69  pounds of hand-picked and 1,539  pounds of 
machine-picked seed cotton were required to make a 500-pound bale. 

Purchases of cotton by ginners.--Growers disposed of 20 percent of the 
1962-63 crop by sale to ginners compared with 22 percent in 1961-62. 

Selected services incident to marketing.--Charges by public storage estab-
lishments for receiving cotton averaged 74  cents a bale, and storage averaged 
52 cents per bale month. Average charges of $1.48 per bale for standard-density 
compression and $1.79 for high-density were about unchanged from 1961-62. 

/ Primary data were collected by field representatives of the Cotton 
Division, Agricultural Marketing Service. The report was made possible by 
cooperation of ginners, compressinen, and warehousemen. 

(See reverse side of this sheet for more detailed figures by States.) 
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