
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Economic Research Service, Commodity Economics Division and 
Agricultural Marketing Service, Cotton Division 1/ 

CHARGES FOR GINNING COTTON, COSTS OF SELECTED SERVICES INCIDENT TO 
MARKETING, AND RELATED INFORMATION, SEASON 1973-74 

Ginning charges.--The average charge for saw ginning and wrapping a 480-
pound net-weight bale of upland cotton in the United States was $23.74 during 
the 1973-74 season, an increase of $2.73 over the 1972-73 average. The average 
charges varied from $19.10 in Alabama to $27.71 in Tennessee. Total per bale 
charges in 1973-74 were up in all States. The most noticeable increases were 
in New Mexico and Tennessee, where charges went up $5.56 and $8.90, respectively. 
Increases in charges ranged from $0.44 in California to $8.0 in Tennessee. 
Charges for bagging and ties, when assessed separately, increased from $6.33 to 
$7.20 a bale. The 1973-74 average charge for roller ginning and wrapping a 
480-pound net-weight bale of American Pima cotton was $32.73--up from $31.90 in 
1972-73. 

Production of upland cotton was down 653 thousand bales from 1972 and up 
2,405 thousand bales from 1971. Production of American Pima cotton decreased 
approximately 16 thousand bales from 1972. The number of active gins for the 
1973 crop was 3,280 compared with 3,517 in 1972 and 3,623 in 1971. 

Method of harvesting.---Almost 100 percent of upland cotton was machine-
harvested, as in 1972. Throughout the Cotton Belt, less than 0.5 percent was 
hand-picked; less than 0.5 percent hand-snapped; 63 percent machine-picked; 36 
percent machine-stripped; and 1 percent machine-scrapped. 

Pounds of seed cotton required for a 480-pound net-weight bale.--In 1973-74, 
pounds of seed cotton required per 480-pound upland bale were: hand-picked, 
1,339; hand-snapped, 1,973; machine-picked, 1,445; machine-stripped, 2,132; and 
machine-scrapped, 2,370. The most noticeable changes were in the reduced amounts 
of hand-snapped and machine-stripped seed cotton weights required per bale. 

Purchases of cotton by ginners.--Growers sold 25 percent of their crop to 
ginners as baled lint, down 3 percent from 1972-73. The percentages varied from 
100 percent in Missouri to practically none in California, Mississippi, and New 
Mexico. 

Selected services incident to marketing.--Average receiving charges made by 
warehousemen rose 8 cents a bale to $1.18. The average storage charge increased 
7 cents a bale per month to 76 cents for cotton not under Government loan, or 
acquired by the Commodity Credit Corporation. Compression charges averaged 
$2.73, $2.76, and $2.72 for standard, high, and universal density, respectively. 
Standard density cost rose 37 cents and high density rose 10 cents per bale over 
the previous year. 

1/ Primary data were collected and preliminary computations made by the Cotton 
Division, Agricultural Marketing Service, with the cooperation of ginners and 
warehousemen. (See reverse of this sheet for detailed figures.) 
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