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Ginning charges.--The average charge for saw ginning and wrapping a 480-pound net-weight bale of 
upland cotton in the United States was $34.73 during the 1977/78 season, an increase of $1.86 over 
the 1976/77 season. Average charges varied from $27.03 in Alabama to $39.50 in New Mexico. Total 
per bale charges were up in 11 States and decreased in 3. Increases ranged from $4.97 in Oklahoma 
to 8 cents in Georgia. Charges for bagging and ties were down from $10.07 to $9.82--a decrease of 
25 cents. After showing the greatest decrease in ginning charges in 1976/77, Oklahoma charges 
rose in 1977/78 by practically the same amount as the decrease of the previous year. Charges for 
ginning American-Pima cotton increased $4.05 per bale. 

Total production of upland was up 3,670,816 bales from 1976/77, but production declined in all 
States comprising the Southeast cotton region of the United States. American-Pima production in-
creased by 45,751 bales. The number of active gins for the 1977/78 season was 2,689 compared with 
2,771 in 1976/77 and 2,857 in 1975/76. 

Method of harvesting.--Less than 1 percent of the 1977/78 crop was hand-picked or hand-snapped. 
There was a slight increase in the amount of cotton machine-stripped this season, accounted for 
primarily by an increase of machine-stripped cotton in New Mexico. Cotton ginned from modules 
and ricks increased from 9 percent in 1976/77 to 17 percent in 1977/78. 

Pounds of seed required for a 480-pound net-weight bale.--There was a slight increase in the amount 
of seed cotton required for a 480-pound bale of hand-picked and machine-picked cotton. However, 
for hand-snapped, machine-stripped, and machine-scrapped cotton, there was a decrease of 77, 74, 
and 75 pounds, respectively. 

Purchases of cotton by ginners.--Growers sold 12 percent of their crop to ginners as bale lint--
only about one-half the amount of last year. Less than 1 percent of production was purchased by 
ginners as seed cotton. 

Selected services incident to marketing.--Average receiving charge increased 2 cents a bale to 
$1.56. Average storage charge increased 7 cents a bale a month to $1.06 for cotton not under 
Government loan or acquired by the Commodity Credit Corporation. Compression charge averaged 
$4.26 for universal density, an increase of 34 cents. 

1/ Primary data were collected and preliminary computations made by the Cotton Division, Agri-
cultural Marketing Service, with the cooperation of ginners and warehousemen. (See reverse of 
this sheet for detailed figures.) 
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