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CHARGES FOR GINNING COTTON AND RELATED DATA, SEASON 1949-50 1/ 

Ginning charges: According to data obtained from 12.5 percent of 
the gins in active operation during the 1949-50 season, the average charge 
paid by growers for ginning and wrapping a 500-pound gross-weight bale of 
upland cotton was $10.47. During 19Lt-49,  the similar charge was $9.65 per 
standard-weight bale. Charges at gins for bagging and ties in 1949-50 aver-
aged $3.38 per bale or about 32 percent of the total charges. In 1948-49 
the average charge for bagging and ties was $3.09 per bale. Ginning charges 
by States in the 1949-50 season ranged from an average of $13.79 per 500-
pound bale in Missouri to $7.22 per bale in Alabama. In Mississippi, Missouri, 
New Mexico, and Texas, ginning charges in 1949-50 were about 50 cents per bale 
or more greater than similar charges in the previous season. Charges per bale 
in 1949-50 were somewhat lover on the average in Alabama, Arizona, North Caro-
lina, and Virginia than in 1948-49. During the 1949-50  season, ginnings of 
American Egyptian cotton totaled 3,724 bales. This extra-long staple cotton 
is ginned at roller gins and charges per standard-weight bale averaged $18.20 
in 1949-50, as compared with $17.90  in 1948-49. 

Pounds of seed cotton required to 2ro uce a  00-pound groea-weight 
bale: The average weight of hand-picked seed cotton needed to gin 500- 
pound gross-weight bale of upland cotton in 1949-50  was 1,353 pounds as corsl-
pared with 1 31 pounds in 1948-49. For upland cotton harvested by hand-
snapping, 1,36 pou'nda were required per standard-weight bale in 1949-50. 
For American Egyptian cotton, 1,599  pounds of hand-picked geed cotton was 
required on the average in 1949-50 to produce a 500-pound bale. 

Methods of harvesting: Estimates of ginnors indicated, that slightly 
more than 	 of the 1.949-50 crop was harvested by hand-picking. Approxi- 
nte1y one-fourth of the production in 1949-50 was harvested by hand-snapping, 

th1 Method being used to the greatest extent in Oklahoma end Texas where about 
nw-tnths and one-half, respectively, of the cotton was gathered in this 
manner. 

Methods of asessi 	innin cha',: Ginners in 1949-50 assessed 
charges chiefly on the basis of e un rdweight of seed cotton in most States 
except in the Southeast where ginning was charged for primarily according to 
the hundredweight of lint cotton or on a per bale basis. Use of the various 
methods tend to depend largely upon local custom and there have been few changes 
in the proportionate use of each method in recent years. 

Methods of hauling cotton from farms to gins: For the Cotton Belt, 
as a whole, growers transported 53 percent of the cotton for the 1949-50 season 
from the farina to the gins, principally by motor vehicles. In the Southeast, 
ginners transport most of the cotton not hauled by growers. Elsewhere growers 
who do not do their on hauling of seed cotton to gins depend largely on com-
mercial truckers for this service. 

See reverse side of this sheet for more detailed information, by States. 

1/ This study was conducted under the direction of John W. Wright 
Chief, Research and Testing Division, Cotton Branch. Collection of the original 
data was made possible by the cooperation of field representatives of the Cotton 
Branch and the ginners who furnished the information. 
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