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Most cotton producers are keenly aware of the 
need to keep and utilize records on production 
practices and inputs and costs associated with 
growing each crop. The final step in that production 
process is. of course, the harvesting and final delivery 
of the crop. For many producers, however, the chore 
of assembling, analyzing, and using records of 
individual bales to gain information that can be used 
in the management and marketing of his crop, has 
been most difficult to develop and often impossible 
due to the timeliness with which the crop is 
harvested and sold and the sheer bulk of the bale 
records information. 	In order to be effective 
marketers and managers, not only do cotton producers 
need information about market conditions, but they 
also need to have timely and accurate knowledge of 
their own situations and the number of bales they 
have in each quality classification and its value with 
regard to the loan rate. 	Further, producers may be 
able to utilize bale records to identify fields that 
have particular problems or need management 
adjustments. 

This microcomputer cotton bale records program 
was developed to aid producers in maintaining 
accurate bale records, and accounting for and 
producing reports for cotton bales as they are ginned 
and delivered. Each bale is identified by its unique 
gin bale number and can be recalled rapidly for 
updates or changes to existing information. 	The 
system contains several reporting formats that include 
reports generated for bales sorted by farm and field, 
by farm, field, and class, by particular specified item, 
or simply all bales in sequential order. 	Still another 
portion of the program provides a record for 
payments for groups of bales and a corresponding 
report of those records. 

This program is compiled and runs on all IBM—PC 
or compatible machines. 	It requires at least 128K 
RAM and two disk drives. Machines which have at 
least one hard drive are highly desirable for this 
application. The program will accommodate about 

5,000 bales in one contiguous data set on a hard 
drive system. Users with more than that number of 
bales could divide their records into groups and keep 
multiple data sets. 

Each computer record contains all of the 
information for one bale. 	Figure 1 illustrates the 
items contained on each bale record. Records and the 
data entry process are designed so that they can be 
easily recalled and new information entered quickly. 
Hence, every piece of data for a bale need not be 
available to initiate a bale record. 	In fact, the farm 
names, field num/name, bale number (from the gin), 
bale weight, seed weight, date, and gin number are 
usually the first pieces of information available for 
each bale while the remainder becomes available at a 
later time. 

A. Payments Record 

Payments records are independent of any bale 
record accounting. 	They serve to record payments 
for groups of bales. 	Figure 2 shows the content of 
a payments record. 

Features 

The program is designed to be very user 
oriented. 	By far the major problem with using a 
program such as this is the time it takes to key in 
the bale information. Since most often, groups of 
bales will have a large portion of data exactly the 
same, much of the information on each bale can be 
defaulted. 	Figure 3 gives a list of information that 
can be defaulted. Each item defaulted will appear on 
each record brought to the screen if that particular 
information was not previously input and the cursor 
comes to rest at the first blank space in the 
information set. Another feature is an automatic bale 
counter that increments the bale number by one for 
each new record. 	These procedures greatly reduce 
the data entry time where bales with similar data are 
to be entered. 



RECORD NUMBER: 4977 	 DATA 	 CHANGES 

Farm name (12 char max) 	.:HONEY 

Field num/name (12 char mx):HNY 1 

Bale number (7 char max) .:33191 

Bale weight (lbs.) .....: 456 
Seed weight (lbs.) .....: 730 
Date (mm/dd/yy) ......:10/23/87 	 : 

Gin code (5 char max) . 	. :30204 

Compress num (6 char max) .:675721 

Compress weight (lbs.). 	.: 458 

Grade/Staple Code(ggssrrcc) :4134 

Mike 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. : 	32 

Class (24 char max) . . 	:SLM WHTE 1-1/16 

CCC Loan Val (Cents/Pound) : 48.50 

Price Recv'd (Cents/Pound): 0.00 

Figure 1. Example of bale records screen and its contained 

on each bale record. 

RECORD NUMBER: 	12 

Schedule number (6 char max). 

Date (mm/dd/yy) 

Number of bales 

Net weight (lbs) ....... 
Gross amount ($) ....... 
Warehouse charge ($) ..... 
Misc charge ($) 
Storage charge ($) ...... 
Capital retained ($) ..... 
Net amount ($).  
Average gross amount ($). 
Average net amount ($) 

DATA 

• . :050532 

• . :10/ 1/87 

50 

25010 

14586.46 

135 

137.49 

87.5 

112.5 

14113.97 

291.7292 

282.2794 

CHANGES 

Figure 2. Example of payments record screen and items 

contained on each payments record. 

Enter default information 	DATA 

Farm name (12 char max) . 

Field num/name (12 char mx): 

Starting Bale # (7 char mx): 

Seed weight (lbs.) ..... 
Date (mm/dd/yy) ....... 0/ 0/ 0 
Gin code (5 char max) . . 

Compress num (6 char max) 

Grade/Staple Code(ggssrrcc) 

Mike 

Class (24 char max) . . . 

CCC Loan Val (Cents/Pound) 

Price Recv'd (Cents/Pound): 

NEW DATA 

I 

Figure 3. Example of default screen and default information for 

bale records. 
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