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QUALITY OF COTTON IN THE CARRYOVER 

UNITED STATES 

1978 

The carryover of upland cotton at the beginning of the 1978-79 crop year was shorter in length 
but higher in grade than the previous year, according to the Cotton Division, Agricultural 
Marketing Service, USDA. Average staple length was 33.6 thirty-seconds inches, down from 33.8 
thirty-seconds in 1977. Over 95 percent of the carryover this year was in the White and Light 
Spotted grades compared with about 88 percent a year earlier. The 1977-78 season supply of 
16.8 million running bales was up from 13.8 million a year ago. Disappearance of upland cot-
ton increased for the third consecutive year and totaled over 11.5 million bales compared with 
10.9 million a year earlier, 10.0 million in 1975-76 and 9.5 million in 1974-75. 

Upland staple length. The average staple length of upland cotton in the 1978 carryover was 
33.6 thirty-seconds, the shortest average length since 1974 when the carryover averaged 33.1 
thirty-seconds. The upland carryover in 1976 and 1977 averaged 33.8 thirty-seconds inches. 
Cotton stapling 34 and 35 accounted for 52 percent of the 1978 upland carryover, down from 
58 percent in 1977 and 59 percent in 1976 but supplies of these lengths in the carryover to-
taled 2.7 million running bales in 1978 against 1.7 million in 1977 and 2.0 million in 1976. 
Cotton with staples of 32 and 33 accounted for 28 percent of the 1978 carryover, up from 22 
percent the previous year and 16 percent two years earlier. Supplies of staples 32 and 33 
in the carryover totaled 1.5 million bales in 1978, over double the 0.6 million bales in the 
carryover the two previous years. Cotton stapling 31 and shorter accounted for 13 percent 
(0.7 million bales) compared with 11 percent (0.3 million) in 1977 and 14 percent (0.5 mil-
lion) in 1976. Upland cotton with staples of 36 and longer made up seven percent (0.4 million 
bales) compared with nine percent (0.3 million) in 1977 and 11 percent (0.4 million) in 1976. 

Upland grade. Grades 41 and higher made up 49 percent of the 1978 upland carryover compared 
with 48 percent in 1977 and 49 percent in 1976. However, supplies in these higher White 
grades in the carryover were up sharply at 2.6 million bales against 1.4 million and 1.7 mil-
lion in 1977 and 1976, respectively. The Light Spotted grades comprised 28 percent (1.5 mil-
lion bales), up from 20 percent (0.6 million) in 1977 and 21 percent (0.7 million) in 1976. 
Spotted and other Colored grades made up five percent (0.2 million) in 1978 against 12 percent 
(0.3 million) and eight percent (0.3 million) in 1977 and 1976, respectively. Predominant 
grade in the carryover was grade 41 at 27 percent (1.4 million bales) compared with 25 percent 
(0.7 million) a year earlier and 24 percent (0.8 million) in 1976. 

Upland mill stocks. About 63 percent (0.7 million bales) of the 1.1 million running bales 
stored in consuming establishments at the end of July was grades 41 and higher. Almost 76 
percent (0.8 million) stapled 34 or longer. A year earlier, 63 percent (0.7 million bales) 
of the 1.0 million bales in consuming establishments was grades 41 or higher and 73 percent 
(0.8 million) was staples 34 or longer. 

Upland public storage and "elsewhere" stocks. There were 4.2 million running bales in public 
storage and "elsewhere" at the end of July. Of these, 2.5 million (61 percent) were in the 
White grades and 1.4 million (34 percent) were in the Light Spotted grades. About 2.3 million 
bales (55 percent) stapled 34 or longer. A year earlier, 1.0 million bales (54 percent) were 
in the White grades, 0.5 million (28 percent) were in the Light Spotted grades and 1.2 million 
(64 percent) stapled 34 or longer. 

Upland supply. The supply of upland cotton (1977 carryover plus ginnings) totaled 16.8 mil-
lion running bales in the 1977-78 season, up from 13.8 million bales a year earlier. Grades 
41 and higher accounted for 56 percent (9.4 million bales) and staples 34 and 35 made up over 
51 percent (8.6 million) of the 1977-78 supply. A year earlier, grades 41 and higher made up 
53 percent (7.3 million) and staples 34 and 35 made up almost 55 percent (7.5 million bales). 

American Pima. The carryover of American Pima cotton was 62,000 running bales. Of these, 
about 51 percent was staple 44 and 46 percent was staple 46. Grade 4 was the predominant 
quality at over 51 percent. A year earlier, the carryover totaled 40,000 bales of which 67 
percent was staple 44, 31 percent was staple 46 and grade 4 accounted for 43 percent. 

Carryover. The carryover of all kinds of cotton in the United States totaled 5,326,400 run-
ning bales at the end of July 1978, according to the Bureau of the Census. This compares 
with 2,920,000 bales a year earlier. The 1978 carryover included 5,258,400 bales of upland, 
62,500 bales of American Pima and 5,500 bales of foreign cotton. 

November 20, 1978 



Table 1. - Carryover of upland cotton by specified grades and staples 
August 1, 1976-1978 

1976 I 	1977 1978 
Grade and Staple 

Quantity Percentage Quantity Percentage Quantity Percentage 

Grade 	Code Bales Percent Bales Percent Bales Percent 
White: 

S.M. 	(21) & higher 	24,963 0.7 27,425 1.0 73.875 1.4 
M.+ 	(30) 21,718 0.6 11,424 0.4 22,792 0.4 
M. 	(31) 503,755 14.3 324,695 11.3 693,274 13.2 
S.L.M.+(40) 330,326 9.4 291,233 10.2 387,440 7.4 
S.L.M. 	(41) 844,617 24.1 707,365 24.7 1,418,710 27.1 
L.M.+ 	(50) 257,091 7.3 202,124 7.1 332,718 6.3 
L.M. 	(51) & lower 504,161 14.4 360,695 12.6 622,507 11.8 

Light Spotted: 
S.M. 	(22) & higher 	4,020 0.1 2,668 0.1 20,045 0.4 
M. 	(32) 176,014 5.0 162,338 5.7 584,055 11.1 
S.L.M. 	(42) 377,763 10.8 296,743 10.4 657,233 12.5 
L.M. 	(52) 173,295 4.9 118,950 4.1 198,366 3.8 

Spotted: 	1/ 	(13-53) 227,350 6.5 280,799 9.8 174,000 3.2 

Other Colored 2/ 68,155 1.9 80,497 2.6 73,416 1.4 

All grades 3,513,228 100.0 2,866,955 100.0 5,258,431 100.0 

Staple 
26 & shorter 801 * 17 * 180 * 
28 16,063 0.5 1,472 0.1 3,812 0.1 
29 70,868 2.0 18,220 0.6 28,811 0.5 
30 223,187 6.4 123,246 4.3 204,327 3.9 
31 191,954 5.5 162,003 5.7 441,669 8.4 
32 213,801 6.1 263,778 9.2 607,603 11.6 
33 356,463 10.1 374,837 13.1 850,893 16.2 
34 997,412 28.4 913,808 31.8 1,454,201 27.8 
35 1,071,762 30.4 736,498 25.7 1,297,918 24.7 
36 317,968 9.1 222,944 7.8 317,723 6.0 
37 38,600 1.1 34,366 1.2 39,171 0.7 
38 11,740 0.3 8,050 0.3 7,834 0.1 
39 - - 472 * 564 * 
40 & longer 2,609 0.1 7,244 0.2 3,725 * 
All staples 3,513,228 100.0 2,866,955 100.0 5,258,431 100.0 

1/ Includes all grades. 
2/ Includes Below Grade. 
* 	Less than 0.05 percent. 

Table 2. - Grade index and average staple of upland cotton, August 1, 1969-1978 

Year 

Grade index 
(Middling WhitelO0) 

.Average staple 

Mill Public storage Total Mill Public storage Total 
stocks stocks carryover stocks stocks carryover 

1969 94.6 92.8 93.2 34.0 33.8 33.8 
1970 94.1 93.1 93.4 34.0 34.1 34.0 
1971 94.4 94.5 94.5 33.9 34.3 34.2 
1972 93.7 88.0 90.7 33.9 32.9 33.4 
1973 92.5 86.5 88.8 33.9 32.8 33.2 

1974 93.4 92.3 92.8 33.8 32.7 33.1 
1975 93.3 90.7 91.2 34.0 33.9 33.9 
1976 92.5 90.6 91.3 33.9 33.7 33.8 
1977 93.2 89.8 91.0 34.0 33.7 33.8 
1978 93.4 91.8 92.1 34.0 33.4 33.6 
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Table 10. - Tenderability of upland cotton in the carryover, United States, August 1, 1969-1978 

Tenderable 1/ Untenderable 
Total 2/ Year 

Contract No. 1 Contract No. 2 Contract No. 1 Contract No. 2 

Bales 	Pct. 	Bales 	Pet. 	Bales 	Pet. 	Bales 	Pet. 	Bales 	Pet. 
1969 4,963,623 78.2 	 - - 1,383,288 21.8 	 - - 6,346,911 100.0 
1970 4,497,814 79.8 4,228,644 75.0 1,137,474 20.2 1,406,644 25.0 5,635,288 100.0 
1971 3,526,414 84.3 3,233,160 77.3 	656,814 15.7 	950,068 22.7 4,183,228 100.0 
1972 2,120,104 67.3 1,949,668 61.9 1,029,521 32.7 1,199,957 38.1 3,149,625 100.0 
1973 2,329,431 60.3 2,110,466 54.6 1,533,591 39.7 1,752,556 45.4 3,863,022 100.0 

1974 2,934,721 79.6 2,014,911 54.6 	752,222 20.4 1,672,032 45.4 3,686,943 100.0 
1975 4,014,725 74.2 39625 9037 67.0 1,399,019 25.8 1,788,707 33.0 5,413,744 100.0 
1976 2,554,160 72.7 2,293,440 65.3 	959,068 27.3 1,219,788 34.7 3,513,228 00.0 
1977 29007,973 70.0 1,791,521 62.5 	858,982 30.0 19075,434 37.5 2,866,955 100.0 
1978 4,024,386 76.5 3,073,242 58.4 1,234,045 23.5 2,185 9189 41.6 5,258,431 100.0 

1/ Qualities tenderable with respect to grade and staple in settlement of cotton futures. 
2/ As reported by the Bureau of the Census. 

Table 11. - Grade and staple of American Pima cotton in the carryover, August 1, 1978 1/ 

Grade 
Code 

Staple I 
Total 42 

Ld 
44 I 48 

 
I 46 

50 
shorter I I and longer I 

Bales Bales Bales Bales 	Bales Bales Percent 
1 (10) - - 33 - 	- 33 0.1 
2 (20) - 3,090 269 - 	- 3,359 5.4 
3 (30) 2 3,892 5,209 102 	 - 9,205 14.7 
4 (40) - 14,553 17,284 79 	 - 31,916 51.1 
5 (50) - 5,913 3,987 45 	 - 9,945 15.9 
6 (60) 124 2,604 1,619 45 	 - 4,392 7.0 
7 (70) 510 1,029 418 17 	 - 1,974 3.2 
8 (80) 501 452 101 10 	 - 1,064 1.7 
9 (90) 181 124 34 - 	- 339 0.5 
10 (00) 79 124 23 - 	- 226 0.4 

Total 1,397 31,781 28,977 298 	 - •62,453 	2/ 100.0 

Percent 	 2.2 	50.9 	46.4 	0.5 	 - 	100.0 

1/ Quality data on 13,315 bales stored in consuming establishments included in this table 
based on information furnished by mills. 

2/ As reported by the Bureau of the Census. 

Table 12. - Grade and staple of American Pima cotton in the carryover, August 1, 1977 1/ 

Grade 
Staple   

Code   
42 
	

I 
 land 

44 I 
	46 	I   48 

 50 
land 

 Total 
I shorten longer 

Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales 	Bales Percent 
1 (10) - - 910 - - 	910 2.3 
2 (20) - 1,898 545 - - 	2,443 6.1 
3 (30) 16 9,403 4,616 23 - 	14,058 34.9 
4 (40) 68 11,778 5,577 11 - 	17,434 43.1 
5 (50) 78 2,225 709 - - 	3,012 7.5 
6 (60) 78 792 90 - - 	960 2.4 
7 (70) 33 238 - 213 - 	484 1.2 
8 (80) 67 381 - 113 - 	561 1.4 
9 (90) 45 109 - - - 	154 0.4 
10 (00) 33 235 - - - 	268 0.7 

Total 418 27,059 12,447 360 - 	40,284 2/ 100.0 

Percent 	 1.0 	67.2 	30.9 	0.9 	 - 	100.0 

1/ Quality data on 15,576 bales stored in consuming establishments included in this table 
based on information furnished by mills. 

2/ As reported by the Bureau of the Census. 
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Table 13. - Staple of foreign growth cotton in the carryover, 
August 1, 1971-1978 1/ 

Staple 1971 1972 1973 1974 	1 1975 1 	1976 	J 1977 	1 1978 

Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales 

26 & shorter 4,898 7,657 6,684 4,029 2,411 5,510 1,396 24 

28&29 - 328 - - 3 - - - 

30 & 31 - 291 - 10 - 136 - - 

32 & 33 - 393 - 256 315 5,976 - - 

34 & 35 1,225 2,052 - 1,165 9,634 6,451 1,975 - 

36&37 62 - 44 - 210 - - - 

38 & 39 239 - - 144 - 17,844 1,115 - 

40 - 43 1,750 41 900 312 - - 393 366 

44 - 47 2,607 3,940 3,020 3,064 2,758 8,859 4,237 2,982 

48 - 51 3,021 4,261 2,224 1,627 516 2,145 2,141 2,114 

52 - 55 1,308 4,961 587 742 941 1,574 1,492 24 

56&longer - - - - - - 5 - 

All lengths 2/ 	15,110 	23,924 	13,459 	11,349 	16,788 	48,495 	12,754 	5,510 

1/ Quality data on bales stored in consuming establishments Included In this table 
based on Information furnished by mills. 

2/ As reported by the Bureau of the Census. 
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Table 14. - Micronaire readings of upland and American Pima cotton in public 
storage, by specified groupings, August 1, 1977-1978 

Mike readings 
by groupings 

Upland cotton American Pima cotton 

1977 1978 1977 1978 

Bales Pct. Bales Pct. Bales Pct. Bales Pct. 

2.6 & below 47,644 2.6 16,615 0.4 132 0.5 44 * 
2.7 - 2.9 100,785 5.5 58,154 1.4 893 3.4 612 1.2 

3.0 - 3.2 183,246 10.0 124,615 3.0 1,494 5.6 2,715 5.5 

3.3 - 3.4 148,429 8.1 120,461 2.9 1,572 6.0 4,015 8.1 

3.5 - 4.9 1,235,078 67.4 3,161,059 76.1 11,943 45.4 41,741 85.2 

5.0 - 5.2 91,623 5.0 502,613 12.1 9,890 37.8 11 * 
5.3 & above 25,654 1.4 170,307 4.1 354 1.3 - - 

Total 	1,832,459 100.0 4,153,824 100.0 26,278 100.0 	49,138 100.0 

Average mike 	 3.9 	 4.4 	 3.8 	 3.8 


