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QUALITY OF COTTOIT IN THE 1952 CARRY-OVER 

Upland cotton in the, United States carry-aver on August 1, 1952 averaged lower in 
grade than for any other year since records have been compiled. The average 
staple length was the shortest since 1946. This year's carry-Aver contained the 
smallest proportion of Middling and higher White grades and the largest proportion 
of Low Middling and lower White grades of any carry-over in the past thirteon 
years. 	Law Middling and lower grades comprised 43 percent of 'the total carry- 
over compared with 15 percent a year earlier. More than half of the 285,000 bales 
in Commodity Credit Corporation stocks on August 1, 1952 were in the lower Spatted 
and Tinged grades. The lengths 29/32" and shorter accounted for a higher propor-
tion of the total than f cr any other carry-over since 1946. The reduction in 
grade and the decrease in average staple is partially a reflection of somewhat 
similar changes in the composition of the 1951 crop as compared with other recent 
crops but of much more significance is the heavy disappearance of higher quality 
cotton during the 1951-52 season. The total carry-over of all kinds of cotton on 
August 1, 1952 was 2,745,000 bales compared with 2,278,000 a year earlier. 

Grade Index a Record Low 

The grade index of the 1952 carry-over was 89.8 (Middling White equals 100). This 
is the lowest index for any carry-over since 1940, the earliest year for which 
an index has been computed. The grade index for last year's carry-over was 95.. 
Grade indexes for cotton at mills and in public storage were both the lowest in 
the 13-year series. The grade index for mill stocks of 93.5 compares with thQ 
previous low of 94.9 recorded in both 1947 and 1950, and that for stocks in public 
storage was 87.6 which is considerably below the former low of 90.4 reached in 
1946. The index for cotton in CCC stocks was 83.7, the lowest on record. 

Grade Indexes August 1 

(Middling White equals 100) 

Year 	 Mill Stocks 	 Public 	 Total 
- 	 Stocks 	 Carier 

1940 98.4 96.6 96.7 
1941 97.1 96.4 96.5 
1942 96.9 93.1 93.9 
1943 97.2 92.0 93.0 
1944 97.9 93.1 93,9 
1945 96.6 91.6 92.5 
1946 95.0 90.4 91.8 
1947 94.9 91.0 93.2 
1948 96.4 92.9 94,6 
1949 95.3 96.0 95.9 
1950 94.9 96.3 96.1 
1951 96.3 92.2 95.8 
1952 93.5 87.6 89.8 
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Strict 1kiddlin and hiher grade cotton in the 1952 carry-over totaled about 
213,000 balos or 8 percent of the total. Last year's carry-over contained 
352,000 bales of these higher grades or 16 percent of the total. The proportion 
of these grades in this year's carry-over compares closely with the proportion 
in the 1951-52 supply. 

Middl=i and Strict Low Middling usually comprise the bulk of the carry-over but 
se this year egrades accounted for 49 percent of the total, the smallest pro-

portion on record. Last yeer,these grades constituted 69 percent of the carry-
over and 76 percent two years ago. About 24 percent of the August 1, 1952 carry-
over stocks was Middling or approximately equivalent grades compared with 40 
percent and 39 percent respectively in the preceding two years. Strict Low Mid-
dling and equivalent grades accounted for 25 percent of this year's carry-over 
compared with 29 percent a year earlier and 37 percent two years ago. The pro-
portion of Yliddling-cotton in the 1952 carry-over was considerably larger than 
the proportion in the 1951-52 crop while Strict Low Middling comprised a somewhat 
smaller proportion of the carry-over than the crop. The August 1, 1952' carry-
over contained about 1,287,000 bales of these grades against 1,475,000 a year 
earlier. 

Low Middling and lower grade cotton in the 1952 carry-over totaled 1,164,000 
bales compared with 317,000 in the 1951 carry-over. About 43 percent of this 
year's carry-over was in these lower grades compared with only 15 percent a year 
ago. Lower Spotted grades comprised the bulk of this cotton in the 1952 carry- 
over. 	 - 

Carry-over of upland cotton in the 
United States, .August 1 

Grade 	:1949:]95O. ].951 I952 
and 	: Quen- Per- : Quan- : Per- 	S Quan- S Per- 	: Quan- Per- - 	Staple - 	_:_t!t _etae tiy 	c 	g$_tt 	_etaej iy_ centae 

1,000 Percent  1,000  Percent  1,000  Percent  1,000  Percent 
Bales Bales Bales Bales 

S.M. & higher* 714 14 780 12 352 16 213 8 
Middling* 2,107 40 2,625 39 849 40 632 24 
Strict Low Middling* 1,589 30 2,521 

1
37 626 29 655 25 

Low lvliddling&].ower* 806 16 819 .12 317 15 1,164 43 

Total 5,216 100 6.j745; 100 2,144 100 2,664 100 

29/32" & shorter 145 3 566" 8 115 6 514 19 
15/16" - 1' 1,056 21 1,551. 23 420 20 750 28 
1-1/32" - 1-3/32" 3,702 71 4,255 63 1,290 59 1,247 47 
1-1/8" & longer 283 5 73 6 316 15 153 6 

Total 5,216 100 6,745 100 2,144 100' 2,664 100 

L.M. & lower, 29/32" 910 17 1,306 19 46 2 373 14 
and. shorter * 	White and Extra White, including grades of colored cotton of approximately 

equivalent values. 

Average Staple Shortest Since 1946 

The average staple length for the 1952 carry-over was 32.1 thirty-seconds inches. 
This is the shortest average length since 1946, when the staple average was 31.7 
thirty-seconds. Cotton in the 1951 carry-over averaged 33.5 thirty-seconds and 
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two  years ago the average was 33.0. Cotton in mill stocks on August 1, 1952 
averaged 33.2 thirty-seconds compared with 33.7 a year earlier and 33.1 two years 
ago. The average staple for public storage atooks was 31,4 thirty-seconds, the 
shortest since 1946. Cotton in public storage in last year's carry-over averaged 
33.2 thirty-seconds. The average staple length of CCC stocks was 29.6 thirty-
seconds. 

Average Staple Lengt h, A ust 1 

(Thirty-seconds inches) 

Year Mill stocks Public Total 
- - storagetg ocks carry-over 

1940 33.1 30.6 30.8 
1941 32.9 30.7 31.1 
1942 32.9 30.3 30.9 
1943 33.1 30.4 30.9 
1944 33.0 30.2 30.7 
1945 32.9 30.5 30.9 
1946 32.9 31.2 31.7 
1947 33.1 32.5 32.8 
1948 33.1 32.2 32.7 
1949 33.4 33.3 33.3 
1950 33.1 32.9 33.0 
1951 33.7 33.2 33.5, 
1952 33.2 31.4 32.1 

The shorter staple lengths (29/32" and shorter) in the 1952 carry-over totaled 
514,000 bales or 19 percent of the total, the highest proportion since the 1946 
carry-over. This compares with 118,000 bales or 6 percent for the 1951 carry-
over. The proportion of these shorter staples in this year's carry-over exceeded 
the proportion in the 1951-52 supply. 

Stocks of 15/16" through 1" in this year's carry-over totaled 750,000.bales or 28 
percent of the total against 420,000 bales and 20 percent a year earlier. The 
proportion of these lengths in the 1952 carry-over was considerably larger than 
in the 1951-52 supply.:  

Cotton 1-1/32" through j/32" totaled 1,247,000 bales or 47 percent of this year's 
carry-over compared with 1,290,000 bales and 59 percent for the carry-over a year 
ago. These lengths accounted for slightly over 60 percent of the 1951-52 supply. 
The disappearance of these grades in 1951-52 was relatively greater than that for 
the other staple groups. 

Long staple cotton (1-1/8" and longer) in the 1952 carry-over totaled 153,000 
bales or 6 percent of total stocks. This compares with 316,000 bales and 15 per-
cent for the 1951 carry-over. 

Supply and Distribution 

The following table shows the grade indexes and the average lengths of the supply 
and distribution of upland cotton from 1948 through 1952. The supply figures are 
for the carry-aver at the beginning of the season plus production and the 
disappearance figures include the cotton consumed, exported and destroyed during 
the season and are obtained by subtracting the carry-over at the end of each 
season from the season's total supply. 
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Grade index 

(Middling White equals 100) 

1948 1949 1950 1951. 1952 
95.5 94.6 95.3 94.2 
95.3 93.9 93.9 95.0 - 
94.6 95.9 96.1 95.8 89.8 
96.4 95.3 94.9 96.3 93.5 
92.9 96.0 94.3 94.8 88.4 
- 95.9 96.7 95.8 83.7 

Average length 

(Thirty - seconds inches) 

1948 1949 1950 1951. .1952 
32.5 32.5 32.8 32.5 - 
32.1 32.0 32.0 32.6 - 
32.7 :33.3 33.0 33.5 32.1 
33.1 33.4 33.1 33.7 33.2 
32.2 33.3 31.9 33.1 31.8 
- 33.4 33.3 34.1 29.6 

Item 

Supply 
Disappearance 
Carry-over 
Mill Stocks 
Free Stocks 
CCC Stocks 

Untenderable Stocks 

Cotton untenderable in settlement of futures contracts in this year's carry-over 
totaled about 1,034,000 bales or 38.8 percent of the total, a record high. The 
corresponding figures for a year earlier are 309,000 bales and 14.4 percent. 

Carry-over Nearl 1 2 Million Bales Larger 

The Bureau of the Census reported that the total carry-over of all kinds of 
cotton on August 2, 1952 was 2,745,000 bales. This compares with 2,278,000 
bales a year earlier and 6,846,000 two years ago. Stocks of upland cotton in the 
1952 carry-over totaled about 2,664,000 bales, foreign growths, totaled about 
70,000 bales, and American-Egyptian nearly 11,000. 

American-Egyptian stocks on August 2, 1952 were reported to be nearly 11,000 
bales. This compares with 21,000 bales in the 1951 carry-over. Nearly 60 per-
cent of this year's carry-over was Grade 2 and higher but less than one-third 
was 1-1/2" or longer in staple. 

Foreignr~ owths in the 1952 carry-over totaled about 70,000 bales compared with 
112,000 bales a year earlier. Stocks of Egyptian cotton totaled 34,000 bales 
against 56,000 a year ago. Indian cotton totaled 29,000 bales compared with 
51,000 in the 1951 carry-over. 
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Grade and staple length of upland cotton in the carry-over, 
United States, .ugust 1, 	1952 (Continued) 

-- 4 Total 
Grade 9 1-1/8" 	: 1-5/32" : 	1-3/16" 1-7/32" 	: and 	: 1-1/8" 

I longer 	t and longer 

Bales Bales Bales Ba-les Bales Bales 
Extra White: - 948 529 269 319 460 2,525 
S.T. 5,984 3,145 1,546 1,426 1,914 14,015 

2,548 516 1,657 698 645 6,064 
S.L.M. 1,007 1,134 410 35 . 	2 2,588 
L. Pi 256 57 1 3 323 
S.G.O. 9 - - - - 9 
G.O. - - - - - - 

Whitet - 
S.G.M. - - - - - - 
G.. 757 271 123 188 90 1,429 
S.M. 18,084 7,494 5,630 1,872 6,239 39,319 
M. 26,956 11,134 5,591 5,609 9,893 59,183 
S.L.M. 110543 3,666 2,261 801. 2,142 20,413 
L.M. 1,393 432 195 89 131 2,240 
S.G.O. 128 10 25 - 1 164 
G.O. 19 14 1 - 1 35 

Spotted 
76 179 222 - - 477 

S.N. 591 324 333 120 16 1,384 
864 635 200 53 12 1,764 

S.L.M. 391 30 9 - 30 460 
30 - 13 - 18 61 

TingedJ  

Stained• - - - - - - 
Gray !/ 15 16 2 33 

Below Grade - - - - - 

All Grades 71,600 29,570 18,502 11,216 21,599 152,487 

i/ 	Includes all grades. 
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Table 6. Supply and distribution of upland cotton, United States 1951-52 

- 	- - 	- 
- Grade and 	: Carry- : Produc-: Total : 	Disap- 	: Carry- 

Carry-over 
: as percent of 

staple length 	: over : 	tion 	: 1951- : pearance: over : Disappearance 
-:l95l:195l:52:/:l952: - 

Upland 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
bales bales bales bales hales Percent 

• S ..'I & higher 3/ 
• 29/32" & sho'ber 5 81 86 77 9 12 
• 15/16" - 1" 30 139 169 143 26 16 

1-1/32" - 1-3/32" 214 759 973 853 120 14 
1-1/8" & longer 103 137 240 182 58 32 

Total 352 1,116 1,468 1,255 213 17 

Middling 3/ 
20/32" 	,_shorter 29 621 650 617 33 5 
15/16" - 1" 144 869 1,013 892 121 14 
1-1/32" - 1-3/32" 528 3,836 4,364 3,953 411 10 
1-1/8" & longer 148 134 282 215 67 31 

Total 849 5,460 6,309 5,677 632 11 

Strict Low Middling 3/ 
29/32" & shorter 38 •. 	768 806 707 99 14 
15/16" - 1" 120 1,002 1,122 959 163 17 
1-1/32" - 1-3/32" 	. 410 3,296, 3,706 3,338 368 	.. 11 
1-1/8" & longer 58 46 104 79 25 32 

Total 626 5,112 5,738 5,083 655 13 

Low Middling & lower 3/ 
29/32" & shorter 	-. 46 898 944 571 373 65 
15/16" - 1" 126 1,054 1,180 740 440 59 
1-1/32" - 1-3/32" 138 1,380 1,518 1,170 348 30 
1-1/8" & longer 7 6 13 10 3 30 

Total 317 3,338 3,655 2,491 1,164 47 

All Grades 
29/32" & shorter 	118 	2,368 	2,486 	1,972 	514 	26 
15/16" - 1" 	 420 	-. 3,064 	3,484 	2,734 	750 	27 
1-1/32" - 1-3/32" 	1,290 	9,271 	10,51 	9,314 	1,247 	13 
1-1/8" & longer 	316 	323 	630 	486 	153 	31 

Total 	 2,144 	15,026 	17,170 	3.4,506 	2,664 	18 
,American-Egyptian 	21.3 	46.0 	673 	56.5 	10.8 	 19 
Tr preliminary 
/ Supply minus 1952 carry-over, includes domestic consumption and exports of 

upland cotton. 
3/ Includes White and Extra White and in addition the grades of colored cotton of 

approximately equivalent value :Strict Iiddling and higher includes Good 
Middling Spotted; ITiddling includes Strict Middling Spotted, Good Middling 
Tinged and Good Middling Gray; Strict Low Middling includes Middling Spotted, 
Strict Middling Tinged, Good Middling Yellow Stained, and strict Middling 
Gray; Low Middling and lower includes all other grades be1w those specified. 

United States Department of Agriculture, Production and Marketing Administration, 
Cotton Branch1 	 ',, 
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Table 7. Grade and staple length of American-Egyptian cotton. 
in the carry-over, tJnited States, August 1, 1952 

________ 
l_3/8 : l_7/l6tt:ll/2ft:l_97l6tt : 

Grade and : 	and and and : 	Total 
shorter : 	1_15/32" 	: 1-17/32" 	: longer 

Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales 

1 - 286 293 - 579 
1,704 601 1,466 - 3,831 

2 61 1,047 931 - 2,039 

2* 226 505 292 - 1,023 
3 286 217 71 - 574 
3- 864 71 - - 935 
4 458 72 1 - 531 
4 419 145 4 - 568 
5 573 71 - - 644 

Below Grade 55 - - - 55 

Total 4,646 3,075 3,058 - /10,779 
Percent 43.1 28.5 28.4 - 100.0 

Percent Percent Percent Percent 	Percent 

1 9.3 9.6 - 	5.4 
1- 36.6 21.5 48.0 - 	35.5 
2 1.3 34.1 30.5 - 	18.9 
2* 4.9 16.4 9.5 - 	9.5 
3 6.2 7.1 2.3 - 	5.3 
3* 18.6 2.3 - - 	8.7 
4 9.9 2.3 * - 	4.9 
4- 9.0 4.7 .1 - 	5.3 
5 12.3 2.3 - - 	6.0 

Below Grade 1.2 - - - 	.5 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 - 	100.0 

As reported by the Bureau of the Census. 
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Table 5. Staple length of cotton of foreign growth 1/ in the carry-over 

August 1, 1947-52 
Growth and length : 	19)47 	: 1948 	: 1949 	: 1950 	: 1951 	: 1952 

Bales 2/ Bles 	/ Bales 	/ Bales ./ Bales 	/ iales 	/ Egyptian: 
1-3f32 and shorter  ' 	1-1/8 and 1-5/32 : 	- 180 - - - - ' 	1-3/16 and 1-7/32 : 	13 - 353 346 1413 1,14)4)4 
1-1,/4 to 1-11/32 : 	3,084 719 5,1495 11,080 2,733 - 
1-3/8 to 1-15/32 3)4,5)40 12,055 35,1418 3)4,257 33,902 26,951 
1-1/2 to 1-19/32 : 	16,843 19,187 912 11,779 20,822 5,780 
1-5/8 to  1-23,/32 3 1,1430 - 1,035 - - 
1-3/14 and longer : 	- - - - - - 

All lengths 3/ : 	54,1488 33,571 142,178 58,07 57,670 34,175 

Peruvian: 
1-3/32 and shorter : 	237 171 147 - - - 
1-1/8 and 1-5/32 : 	927 - 16 - - - 
1-3/16 and 1-7/32 : 	630 122 23 - 217 102 
1-1/4 to 1-11/32 12,716 j/ 7,128 V 863 	/ 3,161 	/ 3,979 68 
1-3/8 to 1-15/32 : 	- - - - - 1,015 
1-1/2 to 1-19/32 : 	- - - - - 582 
1-5/8 to 1-23/32 : 	- - - - - 2,216 
1-3/14 and longer : - - - - - 

All lengths 3/ :Ll0 7,1421 1,049 3,161 14,196 3,983 

Indian: 
13/16 and shorter : 	60,7)7 146,1425 23,699 32,985 52,771 29,1467 

All lengths 3/ :60,797)46,1425 23,699 32,985 52,771 29,1467 

Other Foreign: 
13/16 and shorter : 	172 	514 531 50 109 24 
7/8 and 29/32 : 	49 	29 - - - - 
15/16 and 31/32 : 	1416 	142 - - - - 
1 and 1-1/32 : 	970 	98 - 1,924 - - 
1-1/16 and 1-3/32 : 	92 	- - 957 - - 
1-1/8 and 1-5/32 : 	- 	- 10 - - 1,748 
1-3/16 and 1-7/32 : 	- 	- - - - 1469 
1-1/14 End longer : 	2,917 	1,629 2,166 552 1,085 966 

All lengths 	/ : 	14,616 	2,312 2,707 3,1483 1,19)4 3,207 

All Foreign 3/ : 134,1411 	89,729 69,633 98,126 116,031 70,832 

1/ 	Includes American sea island cotton. 
2/ 	Quantities are in equivalent 500-pound bales. 
3/ 	As reported by the Bureau of the Census. 
/ 	Includes those lengths longer than 1-1/14" prior to 1952, 
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