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MARKETING INFORMATION SECTION - COTTON DIVISION 
BOX 8074--CROSSTOWN STATION--MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 

September 17, 1957 

QUALITY OF COTTON IN THE 1957 CARRY-OVER 

Upland cotton in the United States carry-over on August 1, 1957 averaged lower in grade and shorter in 
staple than for any carry-over since 1946, according to the Department of Agriculture. Middling and 
higher grades accounted for the smallest proportion of end-season stocks since 1952. Cotton stapling 
1-1/32" and longer comprised the smallest proportion of total stocks since 1946. Nearly a third of 
the 3.7 million bales of 1956 loan cotton acquired by CCC on July 31, 1957 is Middling 1-1/32" and 
higher quality. Stocks of American-Egyptian cotton on hand August 1, 1957 averaged a little higher 
in grade but much shorter in staple compared with a year earlier. The volume of foreign growth cotton 
on August 1 was the smallest in more than 40 years. The total carry-over of all kinds of cotton on 
August 1, 1957 was 11,224,000 bales compared with 14,529,000 bales a year earlier. 

Estimates of the grade and staple composition of the 1957 carry-over as contained in this report were 
obtained as follows: (1) the quality of 1956 loan cotton acquired by CCC on July 31 was based on the 
grade and staple classification under which this cotton originally entered the government loan program; 
(2) 1955 and earlier cotton in the CCC inventory on August 1 was included with "free stocks" in public 
storage and a representative proportion of such cotton was sampled and olassed in the carry-over 
quality survey; and (3) quality estimates for cotton stored in mills on August 1 were based largely 

on the classification reported by individual mills.. The straight grade. categories of White, Spotted, 

and Cray cotton as shown in the statistical tables include Plus, Light Spotted, and Light Gray cotton. 

Statistical Tables 
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Grade distribution. The carry-over of upland cotton on August 1 this year contained the smallest pro-
portion of Strict Middling and higher grades in the 30 years in which carry-over quality records are 
available. The proportion of Middling was the smallest since the 1952 carry-over. Strict Low Middling 
ecounted for the largest proportion of total end-season stocks since 1950 and the proportion of Low 

Middling and lower grades was the largest since 1952. The terms "Strict Middling", "Middling", etc., as 
used above include in addition to the White grades, the grades of Colored cotton of approximately 
equivalent values. 

Staple distribution. The carry-over of upland cotton on August I, 1957 contained a slightly smaller pro-
portion of cotton stapling 29/32" and shorter than a year earlier. The proportion of end-season stocks 
In the lengths 15/16" through 1" was the largest since 1948. Cotton stapling 1-1/32" through 1-3/32" 
accounted for the smallest proportion since the 1952 carry-over, and the lengths 1-1/8" and longer was 
the smallest percentage-wise since 1953. 

Table 1. Carry-over of upland cotton in the United States by grade and staple groups 

Grade 
and 
staple 

1953 1954 1955 1956 1 	1957 
Quan- 
tity 

Per- 
centage 

Quan- 
tity 

Per- 
Icentage..  

Quan- 
tity 

Per- 
Icentage 

Quan- 
tity 

Per- 
c 

Quan- 
tity 

Per-
IcentaSe 

S.M. & higher* 
Middling* 
Strict Low Middling* 
Low Middling and lower* 
Total 

I ,00U 

bales Percent 

	

818 	15 

	

2,070 	37 

	

1,513 	28 

	

1,077 	20 

	

5,478 	100 

UUU 

bales Percent 

	

1,404 	15 

	

3,663 	38 

	

2,561 	27 

	

1,922 	20 

	

9,550 	100 

i'UuU 

bales Percent 

	

1,445 	13 

	

4,356 	39 

	

3,483 	32 

	

1,715 	16 

	

10,999 	100 

1,ouo 
bales Percent 

1,283 9 
4,766 33 
4,938 34 
3,395 24 

14,382 100 

1, wo 
bales Percent 

	

796 	7 

	

2,912 	26 

	

3,992 	36 

	

3,458 	31 

	

11,158 	100 

29/32" & shorter 1,075 20 1,513 16 1,980 18 2,652 18 1,754 16 
15/16" - 1" 1,347 25 2,439 26 2,943 27 3,422 24 3,774 34 
1-1/32" - 1-3/32" 2,865 52 5,198 54 5,485 50 7,552 53 5,319 47 
1-1/8" & longer 191 3 400 4 591 5 756 5 311 3 
Total 5,478 100 9,550 100 10,999 100 14,382 100 11,158 100 

* 	White grades and grades of Colored cotton of approximately equivalent values. 

Grade Index, Average Staple Lowest Since 1946 

The grade index of the 1957 carry-over was 91.9 (Middling White equals 100), the lowest since the 1945 
carry-over. This compares with 94.0 a year earlier and 95.9 two years ago. 	The average staple of up- 
land cotton In the 1957 carry-over was 32,0 thirty-seconds Inch, the shortest average for any carry-over 
since 1945. The average staple of last year's carry-over was 32.2 thirty-seconds inches. 

Table 2. 	Grade Index, average staple of upland cotton, August 1, 1948-1957 

Grade Index Average staple 

Year (Middling Whlte=100) (Thirty-seconds Inches) 
Mill Public Storage Total Mill Public Storage Total 

Stocks Stocks Carry-over Stocks Stocks Carry-over 

1948 96.4 92.9 94.6 	33.1 32.2 32.7 
1949 95.3 9E.0 95.9 	33.4 33.3 33.3 
1950 94.9 96.3 96.1 	33.1 32.9 33.0 
1951 96.3 92.2 95.8 	33.7 33.2 33.5 
1952 93.5 87.6 89.8 	33.2 31.4 32.1 
1953 96.3 94.6 95.0 	33.3 31.7 32.1 
1954 95.1 95.5 95.4 	33.2 32.2 32.3 
1955 95.4 95.9 95.9 	33.2 32.1 32.2 
1956 95.5 93.9 94.0 	33.2 32.2 32.2 
1957 95.7 91.5 91.9 	33.3 31.8 32.0 



Supply and Distribution 

The table below contains grade indexes and average staples of the supply and distribution of upland 

cotton from 1952 through 1957. The supply consists of the carry-over at the beginning of the season 

plus production, and the disappearance includes cotton consumed, exported and destroyed during the 

season. Disappearance figures are derived by subtracting the carry-over at the end of the season 

from the season's total supply. 

Table 3. Grade index, average staple of the supply and distribution of upland cotton, 1952-1957 

Grade index 	 Average staple 
Item 	 (Middling White equals 100) 	 (Thirty-seconds inches) 

1952 1953 1 1954 1 1955 J 1956 1957 	1952 1953 1 1=954 	955  1956 1957 

Supply 	 94.9 95.0 95.5 94.3 95.0 - 32.2 32.5 32.3 32.4 32.4 - 
Disappearance 	94.8 94.6 95.2 94.8 / 	- 32.3 32.6 32.4 32.1 / 
Carry-over 	 89.8 95.0 95.5 95.9 93.2 91.9 32.1 32.1 32.3 32.2 32.1 32.0 

Mill Stocks 	93.5 	96.3 	95.1 	95.4 	95.5 	95.7 	33.2 	33.3 	33.2 	33.2 	33.2 	33.3 
Public Storage 	87.6 	94.6 	95.5 	95.9 	93.9 	91.5 	31.4 	31.7 	32.2 	32.1 	32.2 	31.8 
CCC Stocks 	03.7 	/ 	95.8 	96.4 	93.2 	95.4 / 29.6 	/ 	32.2 	32.0 	32.1 	32.0 

/ Not available. 

/ 1956-crop cotton acquired by CCC on July 31, 1957, excludes CCC inventory of 1955 and earlier 
cotton. 

Commodity Credit Corporation Stocks 

Upland cotton in CCC stocks on August 1, 1957 totaled about 5,125,000 bales, equivalent to 46 percent 

of the total carry-over. This excludes 3,540,000 bales which had been sold under Sales Announcement 
NO-C-9 but not released to purchasers. A year earlier, CCC stocks totaled about 11,056,000 bales or 

76 percent of the total stocks on August 1, 1956. 

Untenderable Cotton 

Cotton untenderable in settlement of futures in the 1957 carry-over totaled 4,565,000 bales, equivalent 

to 41 percent of the total. This figure is based on cotton untenderable with respect to grade and 

staple only, and does not reflect the quantity of cotton reduced for cause nor cotton below minimum 

micronaire requirements. 

American-Egyptian 

American-Egyptian cotton in this years  carry-over averaged slightly higher in grade but much shorter 

in staple than a year earlier. About 41 percent of the August 1 stocks was in Grades 1 and 2 compared 

with 29 percent 'a year ago. About 11 percent of this year's carry-over was 1-1/2" and longer in 

staple against 30 percent in the 1956 carry-over. 

Foreign Growths 

Foreign growths in the August 1, 1951 carry-over totaled about 35,000 bales compared with 39,000 bales 
a year earlier. Stocks of Egyptian cotton totaled 15,000 bales on August 1 against 14,000 a year ago. 
Indian cotton, mostly 3/4" and shorter, totaled 14,000 bales against 17,000 on August 1, 1956. Stocks 
of Peruvian cotton, Tanguis and Pima combined, were 4,000 bales compared with 7,000 on August 1 last 
season. 

Total Carry-over 

The United States carry-over of all kinds of cotton totaled 11,224,000 bales on August 1, 1957, 

according to a revised estimate of the Bureau of the Census. This compares with 14,529,000 bales a 
year earlier and 11,205,000 two years ago. Stocks of upland cotton in the ,l957 carry-over totaled 
11,158,000 bales, American-Egyptian stocks were about 31,000 bales, and foreign growths totaled nearly 
35,000 bales. 
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Table 11. Supply and distribution of upland cotton, 1956-57. 

Supply Distribution 1/ I 	Carry-over 
as percent 

IProduction h  I 	Disap- ICarry_over Grade and staple Carry-over Total 
1956 1956 1956-57 

pearance 
 I  1957 

of 
Disappearance 

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
Upland bales bales bales bales bales Percent 

Strict Middling & higher 	/ 
29/32" & shorter 54 93 147 81 66 81 
15/16" - 1' 140 249 389 237 152 64 
1-1/2" - 1-3/32" 760 1,139 1,899 1,490 409 27 

1-1/8" & longer 329 367 696 527 169 32 
Total 1,283 1,848 3,131 2,335 796 34 

Middling 	/ 
29/32" & shorter 459 449 908 531 377 71 
15/16" - lit 980 1,158 2,138 1,210 928 77 
1-1/32" - 1-3/32" 3,019 3,436 6,455 4,941 1,514 31 
1-1/8" & longer 308 82 390 297 93 31 

Total 4,766 5,125 9,891 6,979 2,912 42 

Strict Low Middling :/ 
29/32" & shorter 989 459 1,448 871 577 66 
15/16" - itt 1,298 1,063 2,361 1,004 1,357 135 
1-1/32" - 1-3/32" 2,543 2,752 5,295 3,277 2,018 62 
1-1/8" & longer 108 21 129 89 40 45 

Total 4,938 4,295 9,233 5,241 3,992 76 

Low Middling & lower 	/ 
29/32" & shorter 1,150 210 1,360 626 734 117 
15/16" - 1" 1,004 646 1,650 313 1,337 427 
1-1/32" - 1-3/32" 1,230 976 2,206 828 1,378 166 
1-1/8" & longer 11 2 13 4 9 225 

Total 3,395 1,834 5,229 1,771 3,458 195 

All Grades 
29/32" & shorter 2,652 1,211 3,863 2,109 1,754 83 
15/16' - 1" 3,422 3,116 6,538 2,764 3,774 137 
1_1/3211 - 1-3/32" 7,552 8,303 15,855 10,536 5,319 50 
1-1/8" & longer 756 472 1,228 917 311 34 

Total 14,382 13,102 27,484 16,326 11,158 68 

/ 	Preliminary. 
/ 	Supply minus 1957 carry-over, includes domestic consumption and exports of upland cotton. 

White grades and, in addition, the grades of Colored cotton of approximately equivalent value: 
Strict Middling and higher includes Good Middling Spotted; Middling includes Strict Middling 

Spotted, Good Middling Tinged, and Good Middling Gray; Strict Low Middling includes Middling 
Spotted, Strict Middling Tinged, Good Middling Yellow Stained, and Strict Middling' Gray; Low 
Middling and lower includes all other grades below those specified. 
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Table 12. Staple of foreign growth cotton in the carry-over, 
August 1, 1951-57 

Growth and length 	
1951 	I 	1952 	I 	1953 	I 	1954 	1955 	I 	1956 	1957 

Bales 	J Bales  1/ Bales 	/ Bales 	/ Bales 	/ Bales 	/ Bales 	/ 
Egyptian: 

1-3/32 and shorter - - 2 - - 38 - 
1-1/2 and 1-5/32 - - 8 92 139 - 81 

1-3/16 and 1-7/32 400 1,397 105 50 224 226 523 

1-1/4 to 1-11,'32 2,650 - 4,986 704 1,259 1,580 11 

1-3/8 to 1-15/32 32,876 26,069 38,489 42,052 13,461 7,618 8,030 

1-1/2 to 1-19/32 20,189 5,591 14,499 9,979 14,470 4,437 6,223 

1-5/8 to 1-23/32 - - - - 1,394 310 427 

1-3/4 and longer - - - - - - - 

All lengths ./ 56,115 33,057 58,089 52,877 30,947 14,209 15,295 

Peruvian: 

1-1/8 and 1-5/32 - - 4 - - 2 3 

1-3/16 and 1-7/32 217 102 201 45 46 256 255 

1-1/4 to 1-11/32 3,989 	/ 68 469 - - - 8 

1-3/8 to 1-15/32 - 1,015 380 67 143 2,543 3 
1-1/2 to 1-19/32 - 582 733 485 3,456 1,080 2,894 

1-5/8 to 1-23/32 - 2,216 1,570 1,595 1,644 2,179 1,133 

1-3/4 and longer - - - - - 1,070 - 

All lengths 	/ 4,206 3,983 3,357 2,192 5,289 7,130 4,296 

Indian: 
13/16 and shorter 	/ 51,408 29,918 27,168 19,197 21,796 17,299 13,705 

Other Foreign: 

13/16 and shorter 109 53 2,724 23 4 - 9 
7/8 and 29/32 - - - - 2,843 42 - 
15/16 and 31/32 - - - 2,960 59 - 
1 and 1-1/32 - - 860 - 1 192 

 
84 

1-1/16 and 1-3/32 - - 355 - 618 40 103 
1-1/8 and 1-5/32 - 1,748 - - - - 14 

1-3/16 and 1-7/32 - 469 - 251 - - 361 
1-1/4 and longer 1,086 , 956 1,973 522 943 35 569 

All lengths 	/ 1,195 3,236 5,712 895 7,359 251 1,248 

All Foreign:V 112,924 70,194 94,326 75,162 65,401 38,570 34,544 

jJ Quantities are in equivalent 500-pound bales. 

/ As reported by the Bureau of the Census. 

/ Includes those lengths longer than 1-1/4" prior to 1952. 
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Table 13. Grade and staple of American-Egyptian cotton in the carry-over, 
August 1, 1957 / 

1-3/8" 1-7/16" 1-1/2" 1-9/16" 

Grade and and and and Total 

shorter 1-15/32" 1-17/32" longer 

Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales 

1 785 5,204 311 432 6,732 
b  

2 476 4,758 543 369 6,146 

3 1,054 4,756 818 104 6,732 

4 1,372 2,191 238 9 3,810 

5 2,109 1,728 21 - 3,858 

6 1,555 839 91 345 2,830 

7 846 83 - - 929 

8 62 - - - 62 

9 - - - - - 
10 - - - - - 

Total 8,259 19,559 2,022 1,259 31,099 

Percent 26.6 62.9 6.5 4.0 100.0 

/ Includes approximately 800 bales of Sealand and Sea Island Cotton. 
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