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QUALITY OF COTTON IN TIlE 1959 CARRY-OVER 

Upland cotton in the United States carry-over on August 1, 1959, contained the largest proportion 
of Middling and higher grades of any carry-over since 1955, accordIng to the Department of 
Agriculture. Stocks of Strict Low Middling were proportionately the same as a year earlier. The 
proportion of Low Middling and lower grades decreased rather sharply from last year's record high 
and these grades comprised the smallest proportion of stocks since August 1, 1955. This season's 
carry-over contained the same proportion of cotton in the shorter lengths, 29/32" and shorter, as 
a year earlier. There was a decrease in the lengths 15/16" through 1" from a year earlier, and 
an increase of comparable size In the proportion of the lengths 1-1/32" through 1-3/32". Stocks 

. of American-Egyptian cotton averaged higher in grade and longer In staple than a year earltr. 
The total carry-over of all kinds of cotton on August 1, 1959 was 8,900,000 bales, slightly larg-
er than that of a year ago. 

Quality estimates of the cotton in the 1959 carry-over as presented in this report are prelirtin-
ary and are based on resampling and classification of a representative proport.ien of the cotton 
stored in mills and in public storage Including CCC stocks. For Informational purposes, Table 6 
of this report contains quality data on 1957 and earlier crop upland cotton remaining in th• CCC 
inventory as of July 31, 1959. The data contained in this table are based on the rcc].asifica-
tion of this cotton which was performed in the spring and early summer of' this year. Table 7 
contains quality Information on 1958-crop cotton which remained In CCC stocks as of July 31, 1959. 
These data are based on stock records of the classification of this cotton as It originally en-
tered the government loan program. 
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Grade  distribution. The carry-over of upland cotton on August 1 this season contained much more high 
grade cotton than that of a year earlier. The proportion of Middling and higher grades was the high-

est in four years. Strict Low Middling accounted for the same proportion of total stocks as a year 
earlier, while the proportion of Low Middling and lower grades was down sharply from a year ago. Thou 
terms "Middling", "Strict Low Middling", etc., as used above include in addition to the White grades, 
the grades of Colored cotton of approximately equivalent values. 

Staple distribution. The carry-over of upland cotton on August 1, 1959 contained the same proportion 
of 29/32" and shorter cotton as a year earlier. Stocks of cotton in the lengths 15/16" through 1" 
were proportionately lower than a year ago, and there was an increase in the proportion of 1-1/32" 
through 1-3/32". Cotton stapling 1-1/8" and longer was up slightly from a year ago. 

Table 1. Carry-over of upland cotton by grade and staple groups,  

August 1, 1953-August 1, 1959 

August 1. 

Grade 	
1953 I 1954 I 1955 	1956 	1957 	1958 	1959 

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
bales bales bales bales bales bales bales 

Strict Middling & higher* 818 1,404 1,445 1,283 802 i06 942 

Middling* 2,070 3,663 4,356 4,766 2,936 1,721 3,290 

Strict Low Middling* 1,513 2,561 3,483 4,938 4,025 2,454 2,517 

Low Middling & lower* 1,077 1,922 1,715 3,395 3,483 3,811 1,988 

Total 5,478 9,550 10,999 14,382 11,2.51 8,592 8,737 

Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Strict Middling & higher* 15 15 13 9 7 7 11 

Middling' 37 38 39 33 26 20 37 

Strict Low Middling* 28 27 32 34 36 29. 29 

Low Middling & lower* 20 20 16 24 31 44 23 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

August 1 

Staple 	 1953 	1954 	1955 	1956 I 1957 I 1958 I 1959 

1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
bales bales bales bales bales bales bales 

29/32" 3 shorter 1,075 1,513 1,980 2,652 1,771 1,555 1,541 

15/16" - 1" 1,347 2,439 2,943 3,422 3,807 3,531 3,058 
1-1/32" - 1-3/32" 2,865 5,198 5,485 7,552 5,360 3,301 3,900 

1-1/8" & longer 191 400 591 756 313 205 238 

Total 5,478 9,550 10,999 14,382 11,251 8,592 8,737 

Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

29/32" & shorter 20 16 18 18 16 18 18 

15/16" - 1" 25 26 27 24 34 42 35 

1-1/32" - 1-3/32" 52 54 50 53 47 3t3 44 

1-1/8" & longer 3 4 5 5 3 2 3 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 

* White grades and grades of Colored cotton of approximately equivalent values. 
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Grade Index, Average Staple 

The grade index of the 1959 carry-over was 95.0 (Middling White equals 100). The 1959 grade ind"x 
was the highest in four years, rising sharply from the record low of 89.4 for the August 1, 1950 
carry-over. The average staple of upland cotton in the 1959 carry-over was 31.9 thirty-seconds 
Inches. With the exception of last year's average of 31.7 thirty-seconds this was the shortest In 
thirteen years. 

Table 2. Grade index, average staple of upland cotton, August 1, 1949-1959 

Grade index 	 Average staple 

Year 	- 	(Middling White1O0) 	 (Thirty-seconds inches) 
Mill 	Public Storage 	Total 	 Mill 	Public Storagel 	Total 

Stocks 	Stocks I Carry-over 	Stoc 	I Stocks I Carry-over 

1949 95.3 96.0 95.9 33.4 33.3 33.3 
1950 94.9 96.3 96.1 33.1 32.9 33.0 
1951 96.3 92.2 95.8 33.7 33.2 33.5 
1952 93.5 87.6 89.8 33.2 31.4 32.1 
1953 96.3 94.6 95.0 33.3 31.7 32.1 
1954 95.1 95.5 95.4 33.2 32.2 32.3 
1955 95.4 95.9 95.9 33.2 32.1 32.2 
1956 95.5 93.9 94.0 33.2 32.2 32.2 
1957 95.7 91.5 91.9 33.3 31.8 32.0 
1958 93.8 88.4 89.4 33.3 31.3 31.7 
1959 92.9 95.3 95.0 32.9 31.7 31.9 

Untenderable Cotton 

Cotton untenderable in settlement of futures in the 1959 carry-over totaled about 2,240,000 bales, 
equivalent to 29 percent of the total. This figure is based on cotton untenderable with respect 
to grade and staple only, and does not reflect the quantity of cotton reduced for cause nor cotton 
below minimum micronaire requirements. 

Total Carry-over 

The United States carry-over of all kinds of cotton totaled 8,900,000 bales on August 1, 1959, ac-
cording to the Bureau of the Census. This compares with 8,737,000 bales a year earlier and 
11,323,000 two years ago. Stocks of upland cotton in the 1959 carry-over totaled 8,737,000 bales, 
American-Egyptian stocks were about 124,000 bales, and foreign growths totaled about 39.000 bales. 

September 24, 1959 
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Table 9. 	Staple of foreign growth cotton in the carry-over 
August 1, 1953-59 

Growth and length 
1953 1954 I 	1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 - 	(inches) 

Bales 	/ Bales 	/ Bales 	/ Bales 	/ Bales 	/ Bales 	J Bales 	/ 
Egyptian: 

1-3/32 and shorter 2 - - 38 - - - 
1-1/8 and 1-5/32 8 92 139 - 87 - - 
1-3/16 and 1-7/32 105 50 224 226 562 64 1,229 
1-1/4 to 1-11/32 4,986 704 1,259 1,580 12 509 - 
1-3/8 to 1-15/32 38,489 42,052 13,461 7,618 8,634 6,764 16,293 
1-1/2 to 1-19/32 14,499 9,979 14,470 4,437 6,690 657 561 
1-5/8 to 1-23/32 - - 1,394 310 459 - - 
1-3/4 and longer - - - - - - 

All lengths.?./ 	- 58,089 52,877 30,947 14,209 16,444 7,994 18,083 

Peruvian: 
1-1/8 and 1-5/32 4 - - 2 3 - - 
1-3/16 and 1-7/32 201 45 46 256 256 - 548 
1-1/4 to 1-11/32 469 - - - 8 103 - 
1-3/8 to 1-15/32 380 67 143 2,543 3 398 1,081 
1-1/2 to 1-19/32 733 485 3,456 1,080 2,904 990 1,031 
1-5/8 to 1-23/32 1,570 1,595 1,644 2,177 1,137 1,528 3,534 
1-3/4 and longer - - - 1,070 - 609 - 

All lengths 2/ 3,357 2,192 5,289 7,128 4,311 3,628 6,194 

Indian: 
13/16 and shorter 	/ 27,168 19,197 21,796 17,299 13,756 16,808 13,164 

Other Foreign: 
13/16 and shorter 2,724 23 4 - 32 - - 
7/8 and 29/32 - - 2,843 42 - - - 
15/16 and 31/32 - - 2,960 59 - 177 - 
1 and 1-1/32 660 - 1 84 689 1,998 130 
1-1/16 and 1-3/32 355 - 618 40 369 3,156 423 
1-1/8 and 1-5/32 - - - - 50 1,031 181 
1-3/16 and 1-7/32 - 251 - - 1,295 37 757 
1-1/4 and longer 1,973 622 943 36 2,042 56 26 

All lengths 	/ 5,712 896 7,369 261 4,477 6,455 1,517 

All Foreign 	/ 94,326 75,162 65,401 38,568 38,988 34,885 38,958 

j/ Quantities are in equivalent 500-pound bales. 

/ As reported by the Bureau of the Census. 



Table 10. Grade and staple of American-Egyptian cotton in the carry-Over, 

August 1, 1959 / 

1-11/32" 1-3/8" 1-7/16" 1-1/2" 1-9/16" 

Grade and and and and and Total 

shorter 1-13/32" - 1-15/32" 1-17/32" loner 

Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales Bales 

1 - 17 404 17,814 170 18,405 

2 - 659 7,378 10,215 81 18,333 

3 - 2,992 38,477 7,180 126 48,775 

4 - 6,573 20,895 3,560 7 31,035 

5 - 947 1,927 476 3 3,353 

6 - 1,210 567 163 - 1,940 

7 6 904 347 58 - 1,315 

8 10 256 83 4 - 353 

9 12 104 50 8 458 632 

10 - - - - - - 
Total 	 28 	13,662 	70,128 	39,478 	 845 	124,141 

Percent 	$ 	 11.0 	56.5 	31.8 	 .7 	100.0 

/ Includes approximately 1,400 bales of Sealand and Sea Island Cotton. 

* 	Less than .05 percent. 
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