
Teacher Manual   
Tying it all Together 
 
Why does the livelihood system 
dictate farming decisions? 
 
Possible answers to stimulate 
discussion:  
Since most farms in the Southern 
High Plains are family farms, 
providing for the family is the number 
one objective.  
 
Why are farming systems so 
complex? 
 
Possible answers to stimulate 
discussion:  
There are several economic, 
political, environmental, bio-physical, 
and family factors that affect farming 
systems.  
 
What are the key benefits of the 
Texas Tech Research project? 
 
Possible answers to stimulate 
discussion:  
Saves 21% water  
Saves 40% Nitrogen fertilizer  
Is more profitable  
 
Could the Texas Tech research 
project benefit your community in the 
future? If yes, why?  
 
Why is knowing the adoption models 
important in introducing an 
innovation? 
 
Possible answers to stimulate 
discussion:  
With the introduction of anything new 
it is important to know how, when, 
and why different people adopt 

innovations so that you can better 
market innovations to them.  
 
What constraints could be placed on 
agriculture in the year 2013? 
 
Possible answers to stimulate 
discussion:  
More municipal uses of water  
New water laws  
Water quality  
Less support from farm bills  
 
What constraints will the community 
by faced with in the year 2013? 
 
Possible answers to stimulate 
discussion:  
Smaller size  
Smaller school population  
Lower economic growth 
Increased population  
 



What are some specific goals that your community can set for developing 
sustainable agriculture?  
 
Goal #1__________________________________________________________  

Goal #2__________________________________________________________  

Goal #3__________________________________________________________  

Goal #4__________________________________________________________  

 
Steps in achieving Goal #1 
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________  

 
Steps in achieving Goal #2  
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________  

 
Steps in achieving Goal #3 
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________  

  
Steps in achieving Goal #4 
________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________  

  
 
 


