
F During his first few semesters at Texas Tech, 
Orsak made a lot of friends that were from farming 
backgrounds and were pursuing agricultural degrees. 
He became intrigued by the way they spoke of their 
classes and he wanted to know more about the science 
behind the crops that his friends and their families 
based their livelihoods around.

“I always thought of farming as something you 
were born into,” Orsak said. “Texas Tech’s agricultural 

programs opened my eyes 
to the possibilities for 
someone who hadn’t come 
from a farming past.”

After a lot of thought 
and research, Orsak 
confidently decided to 
change his major to plant 
and soil science. That very 
next summer, he did an 

internship at Texas A&M AgriLife Research Center  
in Lubbock.

Orsak interned under Mark Stelter, a research 
associate in the sorghum breeding program.

“Michael is one of the most enthusiastic guys I’ve 
ever worked with,” Stelter said. “It’s refreshing to see 
someone so new to agriculture and so excited and 
passionate to learn about it.”

On August 30, 2012, Tim Vilsack, the agriculture 
secretary of the United States Department of 

“ Making the switch to plant 
and soil science has been one of 
the best decisions of my life.”
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students like Orsak who want to make the move and 
major within their college. 

Cindy Akers, the CASNR associate dean for 
academic and student programs, says the CASNR 
department has great scholarship opportunities for  

its students.
“Typically, one of every three 

of the college’s students receives a 
scholarship,” Akers said.

Orsak has continued working 
in the sorghum breeding program 
at Texas AgriLife while attending 
school. He hopes to secure a job with 
a seed company or a crop research 
organization after his graduation from 
the CASNR department in May.

“Making the switch to plant and 
soil science has been one of the best 
decisions of my life,” Orsak said. “I’m 
ecstatic to see what the future holds  
for me.”

              
Sorghum heads are removed by 

Orsak as part of a breeding test at 
Texas AgriLife


