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				Ordinary people don’t live their lives based on a finite number of days, but Texas Tech University alumnus, Tad Menefee, always has. 

				Prior to the birth of their second son, Dwight and Terri Menefee were concerned with the chances of their second son Tad not being completley healthly. With the genes lining up just right, the Menefee’s were well aware of the possibilities of having a baby diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis (CF).

				However, many doctors visits later they had been given full confidence that there should be no issue once Tad was born. But, after Tad’s birth, once he was a few months old, their fear had come true and thier baby was diagnosed with the disease. 

				At an early age, Tad began showing livestock, participating in rodeo, competing in FFA events, helping out on the family farm and ranch, and more. He never let living with CF affect him. In fact, he credits the disease for fueling his zest for life. Tad’s family and friends would tell you CF made him even more determined to accomplish things in life. 

				Tad grew up riding horses, which led him to become a member of the high school rodeo team, where he competed in team roping. He then advanced to the rodeo teams at both South Plains College and Texas Tech University. All the while, he spent plenty of time horseback on the family’s ranch, which he had dreamed of taking over following his graduation from Texas Tech. 

				May 17, the day after Tad’s graduation from Texas Tech, Tad was home working the ranch when his horse took a stumble and went down, trapping Tad underneath. 

				“We were working cattle and one of the cows had turned around, so Tad went to get her,” says Dwight Menefee, Tad’s father, hesitantly recollecting the accident. “When he did, his horse stumbled and Tad and the horse’s heads collided. I knew he was knocked out before they even hit the ground.” 

				Once the dust settled, the crew working cattle immediately rushed to check on Tad. He was unconscious, on the ground, and in need of immediate medical attention. The family knew that any care he received had to work closely with his CF doctor because of the fragile state of his lungs.

				Tad and his family were convinced that God’s angels were surrounding them that Sunday afternoon during the accident and the hours following. Out of the blue Tad had visited his CF doctor the week prior, where she had given him her personal cell phone number for any needs Tad felt necessary. 
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				Dwight, in a state of distress, was able to clearly think long enough to remember Tad had received such a critical number. He reached into Tad’s pocket, while he was unconscious in the dirt, and pulled out Tad’s phone. Luck was on their side, because unlike most, Tad had left his phone without a lock code on it. Dwight was able to locate the CF doctors cell phone and reach her immediately, interrupting her now, not so quiet Sunday afternoon. 

				Tad’s CF doctor quickly found a way to arrange a helicopter to air lift Tad, not from the hospital in the town close by, but from the ranch itself. 

				Once he arrived at the hospital, doctors declared severe brain trauma, but naturally, they were highly concerned with the state of Tad’s lungs.

				Tad’s situation was critical, and doctors and his family knew there would be a long and difficult road to recovery if he survived. The next several weeks continued as a balancing act, treating the CF and trying to heal the brain injuries. Often, one created problems for the other. 

				The family couldn’t believe the amount of love and care received during their very difficult time in the hospital and rehab center. Sure, like any time someone is in the hospital, Tad received packages, calls, texts, and Facebook support posts. What really had the family awe struck was the amount of special people that drove hours to visit Tad in the hospital. Most of these special visitors were friends, roommates, and colleagues from school. 

				Once these visitors arrived at the hospital however, they were very confused. Each one thought Tad was just fighting a severe head injury, these individuals who had grown very close to Tad, were still completely oblivious to the disease that he had been battling since he was an infant. 

				Tad’s hospital recovery was full of surprises. Each day he regained a word or a skill he didn’t have the day before. Damage to Tad’s brain caused trouble moving the left side of his body. He lost his short-term memory and some long-term memory. His vision was in poor condition and his speech has yet to recover completely. With every step forward, it seemed that Tad took a step back. Through determination, Tad walked out of the hospital, on his own, approximately two months after the accident. 

				Once he was home, Tad took matters in his own hands to redefine a normal routine. First, he informed his Dad that using the wheelchair would only cause dependency. So, he began using a walker. Shortly thereafter, the walker was replaced with a cane, only used for times of need. 

				Tad angrily explains a time that really describes his tough spirit, “I had a therapist come to the house, and she made the comment that I would become dependent on my oxygen.” After that comment made by the therapist, Tad said he ripped the oxygen cord from under his nose and hasn’t been on it since. 

				Tad’s parents and peers are convinced it is this fortitude and perseverance that has allowed Tad to live a life beyond CF and overcome a near-death accident with potential of keeping him from doing the things he loves. It is the grit that surprised so many people when they comprehend Tad’s battling to defeat, not one, but two life-threatening circumstances.

				Tad currently goes to therapeutic riding, speech therapy, physical therapy, and occupational therapy on a weekly basis. When he isn’t in therapy, he is finding his normal routine back at the house, helping out on the farm however he sees fit. Tad is confident he will soon be able to go back, slowly, to working with his Dad and older brother Seth on the farm and ranch, he dreams of taking over someday. 

				“I won’t let this disease define who I am,” Tad states, with determination on his face.
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function RegisterInteractiveHandlers() {
RegisterButtonEventHandlers();
ProcessAnimations();
ProcessMedia();
}
function ProcessMedia() {
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName("_idGenMedia");
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-mediaOnPageLoadActions");
if(actions) {
var descendants = oFrame[i].getElementsByTagName('*');
for(var j = 0; j < descendants.length; j++) {
var e = descendants[j];
var tagName = e.tagName.toLowerCase();
if(tagName == 'video' || tagName == 'audio') {
if(e.paused) {
var selfContainerID = e.id;
eval(actions);
}
}
}
}
}
}
function ProcessAnimations() {
	var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName("_idGenAnimation");
	for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
		var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnPageLoadActions");
		if(actions) {
			var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id
			eval(actions);
		}
		var cn = oFrame[i].className;
		if(cn.indexOf("_idGenCurrentState") != -1) {
			var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnStateLoadActions");
			if(actions) {
				var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id
				eval(actions);
			}
		}
		actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnSelfClickActions");
		if(actions) {
			oFrame[i].addEventListener("touchend", function(event) { onTouchEndForAnimations(this, event) }, false);
			oFrame[i].addEventListener("mouseup", function(event) { onMouseUpForAnimations(this, event) }, false);
		}
		actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnSelfRolloverActions");
		if(actions) {
			oFrame[i].addEventListener("mouseover", function(event) { onMouseOverForAnimations(this, event) }, false);
		}
	}
	document.body.addEventListener("touchend", function(event) { onPageTouchEndForAnimations(this, event) }, false);
	document.body.addEventListener("mouseup", function(event) { onPageMouseUpForAnimations(this, event) }, false);
}
function onPageTouchEndForAnimations(element, event) {
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName("_idGenAnimation");
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnPageClickActions");
if(actions) {
var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id;
eval(actions);
}
}
event.stopPropagation();
}
function onPageMouseUpForAnimations(element, event) {
var is_touch_device = 'ontouchstart' in document.documentElement;
if (is_touch_device) return;
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName("_idGenAnimation");
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnPageClickActions");
if(actions) {
var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id;
eval(actions);
}
}
event.stopPropagation();
}
function onTouchEndForAnimations(element, event) {
var classID = element.getAttribute("data-animationObjectType");
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName(classID);
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnSelfClickActions");
if(actions) {
var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id;
eval(actions);
}
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onMouseUpForAnimations(element, event) {
var is_touch_device = 'ontouchstart' in document.documentElement;
if (is_touch_device) return;
var classID = element.getAttribute("data-animationObjectType");
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName(classID);
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnSelfClickActions");
if(actions) {
var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id;
eval(actions);
}
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onMouseOverForAnimations(element, event) {
var is_touch_device = 'ontouchstart' in document.documentElement;
if (is_touch_device) return;
var animationClassName = element.getAttribute("data-idGenAnimationClass");
var cn = element.className;
if (cn.indexOf(animationClassName) != -1 ) {
return;
}
var classID = element.getAttribute("data-animationObjectType");
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName(classID);
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
var actions = oFrame[i].getAttribute("data-animationOnSelfRolloverActions");
if(actions) {
var selfContainerID = oFrame[i].id;
eval(actions);
}
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function RegisterButtonEventHandlers() {
var oFrame = document.getElementsByClassName("_idGenButton");
for (var i = 0; i < oFrame.length; i++) {
oFrame[i].addEventListener("touchstart", function(event) { onTouchStart(this, event) }, false);
oFrame[i].addEventListener("touchend", function(event) { onTouchEnd(this, event) }, false);
oFrame[i].addEventListener("mousedown", function(event) { onMouseDown(this, event) }, false);
oFrame[i].addEventListener("mouseup", function(event) { onMouseUp(this, event) }, false);
oFrame[i].addEventListener("mouseover", function(event) { onMouseOver(this, event) }, false);
oFrame[i].addEventListener("mouseout", function(event) { onMouseOut(this, event) }, false);
}
}
function hasAppearance(element, appearance) {
var childArray = element.children;
for(var i=0; i< childArray.length; i++) {
var cn = childArray[i].className;
if(cn.indexOf(appearance) != -1) {
return true;
}
}
return false;
}
function isDescendantOf(child, parent) {
var current = child;
while(current) {
if(current == parent)
return true;
current = current.parentNode;
}
return false;
}
function addClass(element,classname) { 
var cn = element.className;
if (cn.indexOf(classname) != -1 ) {
return;
}
if (cn != '') {
classname = ' ' + classname;
}
element.className = cn + classname;
}
function removeClass(element, classname) {
var cn = element.className;
var rxp = new RegExp("\\s?\\b" + classname + "\\b", "g");
cn = cn.replace(rxp, '');
element.className = cn;
}
function onMouseDown(element, event) {
var is_touch_device = 'ontouchstart' in document.documentElement;
if (is_touch_device) return;
if (hasAppearance(element, '_idGen-Appearance-Click')) {
addClass(element, '_idGenStateClick');
}
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-clickactions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onMouseUp(element, event) {
var is_touch_device = 'ontouchstart' in document.documentElement;
if (is_touch_device) return;
removeClass(element, '_idGenStateClick');
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-releaseactions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onMouseOver(element, event) {
var is_touch_device = 'ontouchstart' in document.documentElement;
if (is_touch_device) return;
if (event.relatedTarget) {
if(isDescendantOf(event.relatedTarget, element)) return;
}
if (hasAppearance(element, '_idGen-Appearance-Rollover')) {
addClass(element, '_idGenStateHover');
}
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-rolloveractions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onMouseOut(element, event) {
var is_touch_device = 'ontouchstart' in document.documentElement;
if (is_touch_device) return;
if (event.relatedTarget) {
if(isDescendantOf(event.relatedTarget, element)) return;
}
removeClass(element, '_idGenStateHover');
removeClass(element, '_idGenStateClick');
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-rolloffactions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onTouchStart(element, event) {
if (hasAppearance(element, '_idGen-Appearance-Click')) {
addClass(element, '_idGenStateClick');
}
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-clickactions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function onTouchEnd(element, event) {
removeClass(element, '_idGenStateClick');
var actions = element.getAttribute("data-releaseactions");
if(actions) {
eval(actions);
}
event.stopPropagation();
event.preventDefault();
}
function handleMSOStateParentOfObject(element) {
var prev = element;
var parent = prev.parentNode;
var found;
while(parent && !found) {
var cn = parent.className;
if(cn && cn.indexOf('_idGenMSO') != -1)
found = true;
else
prev = parent;
parent = prev.parentNode;
}
if(found) {
var nextState = prev;
var mso_states = parent.children;
for (var i = 0, state; state = mso_states[i]; i++) {
var cn = state.className;
if (cn.indexOf('_idGenCurrentState') != -1 ) {
handleMediaInMSOState(state);
removeClass(state, '_idGenCurrentState');
addClass(state, '_idGenStateHide');
removeClass(nextState, '_idGenStateHide');
addClass(nextState, '_idGenCurrentState');
return;
}
}
}
}
function onMediaStart(id, time, startDelay) {
setTimeout(function() { onStart(id, time) }, startDelay*1000);
}
function onStart(id, time) {
var myMedia= document.getElementById(id);
handleMSOStateParentOfObject(myMedia);
myMedia.currentTime = time;
myMedia.play();
}
function handleMediaInMSOState(element) {
/*This function is used to stop playing media present in current state when we move from current state to another state.*/
var descendants = element.getElementsByTagName('*');
for(var i = 0; i < descendants.length; i++) {
var e = descendants[i];
var tagName = e.tagName.toLowerCase();
if(tagName == 'video' || tagName == 'audio') {
if(!(e.paused)) {
e.currentTime = 0;
e.pause();
}
}
}
}
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always has.
Prior to the birth of their second son, Dwight and Terri Menefee were concerned with the chances of their second son Tad
not being completley healthly. With the genes lining up just right, the Menefee’s were well aware of the possibilities of having a
baby diagnosed with Cystic Fibrosis (CF).

However, many doctors visits later they had been given full confidence that there should be no issue once Tad was born. But,
after Tad’s birth, once he was a few months old, their fear had come true and thier baby was diagnosed with the disease.

At an early age, Tad began showing livestock, participating in rodeo, competing in FFA events, helping out on the family farm
and ranch, and more. He never let living with CF affect him. In fact, he credits the disease for fueling his zest for life. Tad’s family
and friends would tell you CF made him even more determined to accomplish things in life.

Tad grew up riding horses, which led him to become a member of the high school rodeo team, where he competed in team
roping. He then advanced to the rodeo teams at both South Plains College and Texas Tech University. All the while, he spent plenty
of time horseback on the family’s ranch, which he had dreamed of taking over following his graduation from Texas Tech.

May 17, the day after Tad’s graduation from Texas Tech, Tad was home working the ranch when his horse took a stumble and
went down, trapping Tad underneath.

Ordjnary people don't live their lives based on a finite number of days, but Texas Tech University alumnus, Tad Menefee,

“We were working cattle and one of
the cows had turned around, so Tad went
to get her,” says Dwight Menefee, Tad’s
father, hesitantly recollecting the accident.
“When he did, his horse stumbled and Tad
and the horse’s heads collided. I knew he
was knocked out before they even hit
the ground.”

Once the dust settled, the crew working
cattle immediately rushed to check on Tad.
«He was unconscious, on the ground, and in
need of immediate medical attention. The
family knew that any care he received had
to work closely with his CF doctor because

of the fragile state of his lungs.

Tad and his family were convinced that
God’s angels were surrounding them that
Sunday atternoon during the accident and
the hours following. Out of the blue Tad
had visited his CF doctor the week prior,
where she had given him her personal cell

hone number tor any needs Tad
elt necessary.
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Cystic Fibrosis

is a life threatening disease passed down
through families that causes thick, sticky mucus
to build up in the lungs, digestive tract, and
other areas of the body.
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For more information on Cystic Fibrosis or to donate to find a cure visit, cfforg.
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