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				Natural Resources Management For the Masses

			

		

		
			
				As an incoming freshman at Texas Tech University, you will inevitably find yourself taking a course that fulfills your core lab science requirement. Like legions of other freshmen with a non-science related major, this prospect may not exactly excite you. As you scan the course offerings you may find yourself in the natural resources management section. In this section you’ll find a 1,000 level course that fulfills all the requirements you’re expecting, and maybe one you’re not.

				The course is NRM 1401: Introduction to Natural Resources Management, and it debuted in the spring semester of 2014. Mark Wallace, Ph.D., chairman of the department of natural resources management, said this course was designed to appeal to the wider student population, and inform them about the natural resource management field, while giving them hands on experience.

				“Texas Tech University changed its core curricula, and we needed to make a new class that would fit into one of the core areas, and this was made to fit the biological side of a lab science requirement for the generic student across the university,” Wallace said. 

				This course wasn’t created overnight, and it required the participation of several faculty members to make it what it is today. According to Wallace, NRM 1401 was conceived during a time of change for Texas Tech, and by extension, the natural resources management department.

				The change in curricula affected one class in particular. That class was NRM 2301: Introduction to Wildlife. 

				“We had NRM 2301 for a long time, but the main reason we had it was to serve as an introduction for our own students, but more importantly, to serve as a service class for students in the greater campus,” Wallace said. 

				Phillip Gipson, Ph.D., Kleberg professor of natural resources management, said, due to the change in curricula, NRM 2301 could no longer fulfill the role it formerly had.

				“It had been a popular course for many, many years for us, and it had fulfilled a science requirement,” Gipson said. “But was no longer going to be doing so because it didn’t have a lab with it.” 

				According to Wallace, it was decided the core of NRM 2301 would be used to build a new course. The course was designed to focus on natural resources management as a whole, rather than just wildlife management. 

				Wallace said the department wanted the new class to inform the average student about what natural resources management was. They wanted to, at the very least, create informed members of the population, who could make decisions concerning natural resources management based on actual knowledge of the field. 

				As part of the course’s objectives, Wallace said the students wouldn’t be spending their lab time inside, rather they would be in the field doing the work that natural resources management professionals do. The lab would also include an overnight trip to Junction, Texas, during which the students would participate in aquatic labs, surveying for wildlife, spotlighting, and other field ecological data collection.
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				According to Wallace, the course was submitted for approval by the university in 2013, and finally made its debut in the spring semester of 2014. Gipson was tapped to teach the trial run of the course. After a successful trial Peter Schlichting, Ph.D., post-doctorate instructor, was brought on to teach an additional section of the course. 

				“Wallace approached me to teach this new course. It was going to be a much larger course, and much more than just an introduction to wildlife management, but also all forms of natural resources management,” Schlichting said. 

				Schlichting brought another important change, he authored the first lab manual for the course, which, according to Gipson, brought a new level of focus to the course’s labs. 

				With Schlichting teaching a new section of the course, it now numbered 300 students divided into three sections. According to Wallace, the size of the class brought its own challenges. 

				“The biggest issue was how popular it was, and how many students we had right off the bat,” Wallace said. 

				Augustus Winkler, a freshman finance major, was one of the many students drawn from other colleges by the class’ lab.

				“It was a new experience for me,” Winkler said. “I hadn’t been out in a big rangeland like that before. It was a lot of fun.” 

				Wallace estimated that the department could open up another 100 to 200 seats, and they would still fill up. Wallace said the main way the department has adapted to the popularity of the course is by using volunteer graduate students as lab instructors in the field. The lab coordinator, Colleen Martin, leads the graduate volunteers. Martin said as the class has evolved, the number of graduate volunteers has increased to give students almost one-on-one instruction.

				Martin said she sees the lab as a unique opportunity for both the students and the graduate volunteers.

				“The students are learning about all the principles in lecture, but it’s great for them to actually get out in the field, and interact with people that are practicing in the science,” Martin said. “Then it’s great experience for the grad students to get to learn to teach, if they haven’t done that before.” 
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				Martin said it also gives the students the opportunity to learn about the graduate student research, and has even led to undergraduates assisting in graduate research projects. 

				Gipson said it’s these kinds of experiences that make the class what it is, and will shape the course moving forward. 

				“Learning can be, and should be, very exciting,” Gipson said. “It should be fun. We can provide an opportunity for these students to learn about science, that it is truly exciting, and enjoyable ” Gipson said. 
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				Graduate volunteers used live tutles to give students hands on experience with identifying species by their physical traits.

			

		

		
			
				Graduate volunteers instructed students on how to use nets to capture various fish species to conduct wildlife surveys in the Llano river.
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student population, and inform them about the natural resource management field, while giving them hands on experience.

“Texas Tech University changed its core curricula, and we needed to make a new class that would fit into one of the core areas,
and this was made to fit the biological side of a lab science requirement for the generic student across the university,” Wallace said.
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According to Wallace, NRM 1401 was conceived during a time of change for Texas Tech, and by extension, the natural resources
management department.

The change in curricula affected one class in particular. That class was NRM 2301: Introduction to Wildlife. —

“We had NRM 2301 for a long time, but the main reason we had it was to serve as an introduction for our own students, but
more importantly, to serve as a service class for students in the greater campus,” Wallace said.

Phillip Gipson, Ph.D., Kleberg professor of natural resources management, said, due to the change in curricula, NRM 2301
could no longer fulfill the role it formerly had.

“It had been a popular course for many, many years for us, and it had fulfilled a science requirement,” Gipson said. “But was no
longer going to be doing so because it didn’t have a lab with it.”

According to Wallace, it was decided the core of NRM 2301 would be used to build a new course. The course was designed to
focus on natural resources management as a whole, rather than just wildlife management.

Wallace said the department wanted the new class to inform the average student about what natural resources management
was. They wanted to, at the very least, create informed members of the population, who could make decisions concerning natural
resources management based on actual knowledge of the field.

As part of the course’s objectives, Wallace said the students wouldn’t be spending their lab time inside, rather they would be
in the field doing the work that natural resources management professionals do. The lab would also include an overnight trip to
Junction, Texas, during which the students would participate in aquatic labs, surveying for wildlife, spotlighting, and other field <
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