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Being a Farm Broadcaster

The farm broadcaster, or farm director, is the 
center of agricultural knowledge at any radio or 
television station.  Farm broadcasters are established 
communicators in and for the agricultural community.  
They often serve a dual role in communicating not 
only to farmers, but also relating the agricultural 
perspective on food and environmental issues to the 
consumer.  They communicate the news of agricultural 
science, technology, food safety, and environmental 
conservation and security.

Farm broadcasters are knowledgeable about both 
the agricultural issues that are important in their 
geography as well as the informational priorities 
of the entire agricultural community.  The local 
farm broadcaster is highly visible in the agricultural 
community and is often the emcee at grower meetings 
and other commodity events.  Farm broadcasters are 
also active communicators with consumer educational 
events sponsored by agricultural commodity 
organizations such as the local or state beef council, 
pork council, or others.  Farm broadcasters are 
uniquely positioned to be advocates for agricultural 
producers and the products they produce for the 
world.  Research conducted in 2008 documented that 
44% of listeners in rural America could name their 
farm broadcaster.

The farm broadcaster is the point person within the 
station or network and plays a key role in providing 
marketing and promotional opportunities for 
agricultural advertising clients.  Farm broadcasters 
facilitate many programming and sales promotions 
at their stations or networks and interact with 
their station or network sales representatives and 
agricultural advertisers.  Farm broadcasters attend and 
broadcast from numerous field days, demonstration 
plot tours, farm shows, fairs, and other local, state 
and national agricultural conferences and convention 
events.  The farm broadcaster is often the only local 
communications link between the agri-marketer and 
the farmer or rancher and is respected for his or her 
knowledge and communication skills.  

Most professional farm broadcasters are members of 
the Broadcast Council of the National Association of 
Farm Broadcasting.  In order to be a Broadcast Council 
member and receive the right for them and their 
employer to display and use the official NAFB logo, 
a farm broadcaster must demonstrate a certain level 
of commitment to the farm broadcasting profession.  
They must personally voice audio or video on a 
daily or weekly basis designed to serve agricultural 
audiences and must be employed by a commercial 
broadcast entity.

Chapter 2
The Role of a Farm Broadcaster

Activities/Discussion Questions
• Ask a local farm broadcaster to guest lecture to the class.

• Have students individually prepare a list of five questions to ask the broadcaster and have 
each student ask at least one question.

• Students should take enough notes so that they will be prepared to write a two page paper 
on the role of a farm broadcaster.

Learning Objectives:
• Identify the roles of a farm broadcaster.
• Explain the role a farm broadcaster plays within a station or network operation.
• Recognize the requirements for membership in the NAFB.


