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Writing for Radio

Writing for radio is slightly different from writing 
for newspapers or magazines; however, accuracy, 
conciseness, good storytelling and writing directly 
to your audience are still priorities.  The first factor 
to consider before writing a radio script is the 
audience.  Who will primarily listen to the radio 
station or network?  Write the story so the primary 
audience can understand it.  If the station’s 
audience does not typically have an agricultural 
background, additional explanation may be 
needed for terminology that the ag audience may 
consider common knowledge.

Radio reporting is fairly straightforward.  Writing 
your script is very similar to writing for a print 
story. The difference is that your copy must be 
much simpler, and instead of quotes from your 
sources, you will use sound bites, which are 
portions of an interview edited out to tell the story.

Accuracy Above All

Just like any other form of reporting, there is no 
substitute for accuracy in radio. As a reporter, 
your job is to be as accurate as possible.  Use the 
following techniques to improve accuracy:

• Double check your notes.  If certain facts seem 
odd, call a different source to verify

• Read information back to your interview 
sources. They could have misspoke

• Read your story, then go back through your 
notes to make sure your copy matches your 
notes.  We often mistype numbers or get 
information mixed up

• Once you have written your story, it is 
acceptable to ask your source to look over the 

script to check for accuracy
• If you are unable to verify information 

yourself, attribute the information to the 
source that gave it to you

Gathering Information

Interviews are one of the most important way 
to gather information. Before you conduct an 
interview, it is crucial to prepare.

If you are unfamiliar with the subject, seek out 
information ahead of time through Internet 
searches, press releases or telephone calls.  Learn 
about the interviewee’s experience on the subject.  
Then, make a list of questions. Make sure the 
interviewee understands the interview will be 
recorded and played on-air.

At the interview, ask open-ended questions so the 
subject may elaborate on the information they 
provide. Plus, open-ended questions yield better 
sound bites.  Give the interviewee time to think 
and respond to your questions.  Do not interrupt 
their answers.  Once you have finished asking your 
questions, ask the subject if he or she would like 
to add anything else.  Often, your best sound bites 
come from this question.  Finally, double check 
your facts with the source.

Aside from interviews, there are numerous other 
locations to gather information.  Your source’s or 
their organization’s website should offer figures 
and background details.  In addition, search 
engines, news sites, databases, government reports, 
telephone books, wire copy and local newspapers 
can be excellent sources.

Information on government or educational 
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Learning Objectives:
• Explain how writing for radio differs from other types of writing.
• Explain the most important factors when writing for radio.
• Describe ways to make radio writing more effective.
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websites is generally credible and unbiased.  If 
you use information from other locations on 
the web, double check the information to ensure 
accuracy.  In the Internet age, anyone can publish 
information, factual or not.  In addition, check 
the date at the bottom of the web page.  If no 
date appears, you should be leery of using the 
information as it may be outdated.

Radio Copy

Unlike print, radio cannot be re-read.  There is no 
video to reinforce the image.  There are no DVRs 
in radio. If the listener does not get the message 
the first time, there may not be a second chance to 
tell the story. Good, simple, clean copy is essential.  
Always use the K.I.S.S. method—keep it simple, 
stupid.

At the same time, descriptive words are important 
to radio reporting.  You must help the listener 
visualize the story.

Use sound bites that help the listener understand 
the story or gain a better grasp of the source’s 
opinion.  If possible, avoid using the source to 
quote statistics.  Instead, use them to provide 
explanation and insight.

For example, instead of writing the following:
SMITH:  WHEAT PRICES FELL BY 32 CENTS 
YESTERDAY. 

REPORTER:  SMITH ATTRIBUTES THE DROP 
IN PRICES TO AN OVER SUPPLY OF WHEAT 
WORLD-WIDE.

Try this:
REPORTER:  WHEAT PRICES FELL BY 32 
CENTS YESTERDAY.  AG ECONOMIST JOHN 
SMITH PROVIDES AN EXPLANATION FOR THE 
DROP IN PRICES.

SMITH:  I THINK THERE IS TOO MUCH WHEAT 
AVAILABLE IN THE WORLD RIGHT NOW, AND 
FLOUR MILLS SIMPLY ARE NOT BUYING 
WHEAT. IT’S A SIMPLE MATTER OF SUPPLY 
AND DEMAND.

Follow the inverted pyramid style when writing for 
radio.  Lead with the most important information 
and follow with other supporting facts.  You must 
immediately grab the listener’s attention so they 
will keep listening as it is very easy for a radio 
listener to change stations.  Radio scripts are 
generally short.

Good radio writing goes back to knowing the 
audience.  Would your audience most likely 
respond to a lead about the increasing price of 
food, or would your audience prefer to hear about 
weather conditions that impact the crop?

An example of a script targeted at wheat producers 
is as follows:

REPORTER: GOOD MORNING. WHEAT PRICES 
CONTINUE TO DROP ACROSS THE UNITED 
STATES.  WHEAT CLOSED YESTERDAY AROUND 
THREE DOLLARS, AND ANALYSTS EXPECT THE 
TREND TO CONTINUE.  AG ECONOMIST JOHN 
SMITH TELLS US WHY.

SMITH: I THINK THERE IS TOO MUCH WHEAT 
AVAILABLE IN THE WORLD RIGHT NOW, AND 
FLOUR MILLS SIMPLY ARE NOT BUYING 
WHEAT. IT’S A SIMPLE MATTER OF SUPPLY 
AND DEMAND.

REPORTER: TO ADD TO THE ISSUE, THE HIGH 
PLAINS IS SEEING A VERY GOOD WHEAT 
HARVEST THIS YEAR, FURTHER ADDING TO 
THE WHEAT THAT IS ALREADY IN SUPPLY.

YOUR GRAIN AND LIVESTOCK MARKET UPDATE 
IS NEXT.

Activities/Discussion Questions
• Have students write a short radio script over an ag topic provided by the instructor.

• Students should research the topic and provide accurate information.

• Have the students read their script to the class.


