
 elcome to the latest issue of Landmarks.  There have     
 certainly been a number of “landmarks” for CASNR  
 and Texas Tech University since our last publication.  
We continue to grow the college endowment in order to support 
our students and faculty.  This year, CASNR will present almost $2 
million in scholarship to 48% of our students.  We continue to add 
endowed chairs.  Such endowments allow us attract and retain the 
very best faculty.  New chairs this year include Dr. Darren Hudson, 
the Larry Combest Chair in Agricultural Competiveness.  This 
chair is especially noteworthy because the support came from a 
variety of West Texas cotton groups with the Plains Cotton 
Growers taking the lead.  Other new endowed chairs include Dr. 
Tom Thompson the J.A. Love Chair, Dr. Wayne Hudnall the B.L. 
Allen Chair and Dr. Dick Auld the Rockwell Chair all in the 
Department of Plant and Soil Sciences. Lastly, Dr. Brad Johnson 
was named the Gordon W. Davis Chair in Meat Science and 
Muscle Biology.
   Our students continue to shine in state and national competi-
tions.  In a recent event, students from the Department of 
Landscape Architecture garnered four of the top seven awards in 
design competition at the annual meeting of the Texas Chapter of 
the American Society of Landscape Architects.  Students from the 
Department of Plant and Soil Sciences successfully defended their 
National Championship in the Agronomy Quiz Bowl.  Students 
from the Department of Animal and Food Sciences really outdid 
themselves!  The Meats and Livestock judging teams won National 
Championships.  In addition, many of these same students had 
already won the Meat Evaluation National Championships.  I 
believe that this is the first time since these national contests 
began over 100 years ago that a single university has all three 
national championships at the same time. Finally, for the first time 
in CASNR history the livestock, meat and wool judging teams won 
their respective divisions at the 2008 Houston Livestock Show and 
Rodeo.  These latest awards bring us to 29 national champion-
ships our students and their faculty coaches have won! I would 
also like to point out that two of our students were elected to 
offices at the recent FFA national convention in Indianapolis.  
Riley Brach was elected Western Region Vice President and Laila 
Hajji was elected as Central Region Vice President.
   I hope you will agree that 2008 has been a wonderful year for 
our faculty and students.  As always I appreciate the tremendous 
support and guidance everyone so generously provides. 

    

DR. JOHN BURNS

DEAN
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL
SCIENCES AND NATURAL RESOURCES

W
    

            

MINDY BRASHEARS:
FIGHTING FOR FOOD SAFETY

PAGE 3

 

  

    
           

DEVELOPMENT, ALUMNI RELATIONS & EVENTS
PAGE 5

  

    

            

TOBIN HARVEY: OIL FIELDS, AIR FORCE ONE
AND RENEWABLE ENERGIES

PAGE 7

    
            

DEPARTMENTS
PAGE 9

               OUTSTANDING AGRICULTURALIST AWARD
PAGE 12         

THE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES & NATURAL RESOURCES

WINTER 2009

LANDMARKS | VOL. 23 - 2009
Landmarks magazine is a newsletter of the 
College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural
Resources at Texas Tech University.  
It is published quarterly and sent to
alumni and friends of the college. 

Newsletter Director/Editor: Memory Bennett
Writer: Laura Gutschke
Photographers: Norman Martin and 
Robert Cummings Photography
Design: DesignEnvy
Printer: Craftsman Printers, Inc.

Send Comments and news to: 
Landmarks Editor
CASNR
Box 42123 Lubbock, Texas 79409-2123
(806) 742-2802
memory.bennett@ttu.edu
www.casnr.ttu.edu

D E A N ’ S  M E S S A G E

Winter 2009 | Landmarks   2



MINDY BRASHEARS: 

FI GHTING FOR FOOD SAFETY

K NOT  ALL  BACTERIA  ARE  CREATED  ALIKE
 Brashears headed up the research team that developed an 
innovative food additive of lactic acid bacteria – a good bacteria 
similar to that used to create cheese, yogurt and sausages – to 
reduce food-borne pathogens in processed beef and poultry. The 
research  was funded by the Beef Checkoff Program, the Texas 
Beef Council and Nutrition Physiology Corporation. NPC is in the 
early stages of marketing the product, called Bovamine, which 
was first approved by the Food and Drug Administration for 
applied application in December 2005. 
 “I’ve worked with a lot of wonderful products over the last 30 
years of my career, including when I was at Dow Chemical. This is 
by far the most exciting product,” said Doug Ware, Ph.D., 
president of Nutrition Physiology Corporation.
 Having worked with leading research scientists at universities 
across the country, Ware has high praise for the scientific quality 
of Brashears’ work, her passion to her projects and her public 
speaking skills. 
    “She is one of the top – if not the top – food safety scientists in 
the world,” Ware said.

PASSION FOR SCIENCE
    Brashears, who grew up on a farm near Wheeler, originally 
entered Texas Tech on a CASNR scholarship. She planned to 
earn degrees in biology and medicine, until she discovered food 

technology. The opportunity to apply her love of chemistry, 
biology and microbiology in one discipline excited her.
    “When you applied them to food, it made it real. It applied 
these sciences to everyday life,” Brashears said.
    After earning a BS, Brashears obtained MS (1994) and Ph.D. 
(1997) degrees in food science from Oklahoma State University. 
She was an assistant professor at the University of Nebraska 
Department of Food Science and Technology before returning to 
her first alma mater.
    “When I came back to Texas Tech to interview for the faculty 
position, I was amazed at how much had changed and how many 
resources had been invested in research and the facilities,” Brashears 
said. “I know our facilities are second to none in the country.”
    “For example, unique to the lab is a retail meat display case 
typical of what is found in grocery stores so that tests can be 
conducted in a real-world setting instead of just test tubes, ” 
Brashears said. 

TEAM  APPROACH
    The microbiologist is equally proud of the department’s collabora-
tive research philosophy that crosses disciplines. Her ICFIE colleagues 
are experts in animal sciences, plant sciences, epidemiology, 
nutrition, food service, food development, food service education, 
animal nutrition and food packaging engineering. Some of her 
research projects also are conducted with faculty at other universities.
    “When we identify a research objective, she’s very good at 
identifying the team to meet that objective,” said Guy Loneragan, 
Ph.D., an epidemiologist and associate professor at the West Texas 
A&M University Department of Agricultural Sciences. He has 
joined Brashears on dozens of research projects.
    She and her colleagues currently are studying some of today’s 
hottest food safety issues:  
 • Minimizing microbial food safety hazards to fresh  
    and fresh-cut fruits and vegetables;
 • Impact of packaging systems and temperature abuse on the 
  quality of ground beef;
 • Improving hand hygiene compliance in restaurants;
 • Antibiotic resistance in cattle; and
 • Pre-harvest critical control points in feed yards to prevent 
  cross-contamination.

PUBLIC  EDUCATION
    Complementing Brashears’ academic standings is her adeptness 
in educating producers and consumers about proactive food safety 
measures. ICFIE conducts workshops for producers on preventing 
food-borne pathogens, crisis intervention and managing recalls. 
They also offer consumer outreach programs on safe food-
handling measures.
    Brashears and other ICFIE faculty also are conducting research 
and outreach with government and university representatives in 
Mexico to advance that country’s efforts to establish food safety 
and sanitation standards and guidelines. 
    “They are hungry for the information,” Brashears said.

 eeping food safe is more than a passing practical exercise 
 in preparing meals for Mindy Brashears, Ph.D., (’92, BS, 
 food technology) associate professor in the Department of 
Animal and Food Sciences. 
 Food safety is a passion for the microbiologist because of its 
universal impact.
 “Food safety affects all of us. Most of us have had a food-borne 
illness at some time in our life,” Brashears said.
 She is a nationally recognized researcher and speaker because 
of her expertise in Escherichia coli O157:H7 (E. coli), Salmonella, 
Listeria and proactive measures that keep food safe from produc-
tion to the table. 
 “I came back to Texas Tech to not be in the top 10 or top five, 
but to have the best program in food safety,” Brashears said.
 Since joining the College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural 
Resources faculty in 2001, Brashears has received federal, 
commodity and industry research grants totaling almost $12 
million. She also is director of the International Center for Food 
Industry Excellence (ICFIE).
 “We wanted to build a meat sciences department that was the 
best in the nation, and we needed an expert in microbiology in 
meat safety. When we hired Dr. Brashears, we felt we had hired 
the best person in the nation in that area,” said Mark Miller, Ph.D., 
CASNR professor and San Antonio Livestock Show Distinguished 
Chair in Meat Science.

MEET  MINDY  BRASHEARS,  Ph.D. 
FAMILY:  Mindy Brashears and her husband, Todd 

Brashears, Ed.D., assistant professor in the Department of 

Agricultural Education and Communications, met in high 

school while showing lambs. Today their three daughters, 

ages 13, 10 and 5, also raise show lambs.

COMMUNITY: The Brashears are league directors for 

Upward Soccer in Lubbock. Mindy also teaches a Ladies 

Bible Study at the First Baptist Church in Wolfforth.

FOOD  SAFETY  FOR  CONSUMERS
Following are Brashears’ top suggestions for consumers 

to safely handle their food at home.

• Avoid the temperature danger zones. Hot foods should 

 remain at 140 degrees Fahrenheit, and cold foods below 

 40 degrees Fahrenheit.

• Don’t cross contaminate. An example is using a 

 washcloth to wipe up beef juices on the kitchen counter 

 and then wipe down the dinner table. 

• Cook meats thoroughly. Follow recommendations on 

 the labels.

• Wash fruits and vegetables thoroughly. Purchase lettuce 

 and other greens intact and wash thoroughly before use 

 instead of buying pre-packaged salad mixes.

• Myth No. 1: Mayonnaise causes potato salad to go bad. 

 Not true. The dish can go bad because of the potatoes, 

 which are susceptible to bacteria.

• Myth No. 2:  Reheating food will kill harmful bacteria 

 and make it safe to eat. Not true. Harmful bacteria 

 release toxins in foods, which are not eradicated in 

 high temperatures.
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D E V E L O P M E N T   &   A L U M N I   R E L A T I O N S E V E N T S

     Success radiates throughout this edition of Landmarks.  Our students, faculty and 
alumni are shining stars.  While not surprising, due to the generosity of donors and the 
legacy being left through philanthropy, their success is still amazing to see and is some-
thing that makes us very proud and honored to be privileged enough to work in such a 
great climate.  Still, we have needs that require your continued support for growth.
    Thinking about the success of our people and the faith our donors have had in our 
college’s administration and faculty, I feel that a lot should be expected of our develop-
ment office to continue to cultivate support in order to retain our faculty, support their 
ability to build meaningful research programs and continue to excel in educating our 
students.  Facilities must also be at a level of excellence to support the people who use them.
    Our biggest gift, the college’s endowment, goes a long way to provide support in the 
areas mentioned above, but more needs to be done for our students. The increasing cost 
of education and recent instability of our economy means the financial burden placed on 
students as they work toward their degrees is increasingly difficult to swallow. Although 
the percentage of our students on scholarship is increasing, we need to provide more to 
each student to recruit and retain the caliber of student we’ve enjoyed up to now. 
Opportunities such as studying abroad, congressional internships, domestic travel for 
Landscape Architect students to view design in other cities, and judging teams prove there 
are many aspects of our students’ education that are not within the confines of a 
classroom but are nonetheless critical for recruitment and retention. A well-rounded, 
marketable graduate is worth the investment.
     All six of our departments need more endowed faculty positions to remain competitive 
in today’s environment; each have have needs for facility upgrades/space improvement 
that will require donors’ assistance.  Although much has been graciously given, much 
more is needed.
    Most of us who have been fortunate enough to have attained a college degree have a great 
deal of appreciation for the opportunities that degree has afforded us.  There is no greater 
investment than higher education.  In the next few years, Texas Tech’s College of Agricultural 
Sciences and Natural Resources will need the support of our donors more than ever to 
continue to support the people who make it great and hold the future in their hands.

       This time of year always brings great excitement to me. Some people don’t have 
anything tangible to show for their work. That is one of the reasons that I love Landmarks. 
It’s a great magazine that showcases the college for you, our alumni.  We are constantly 
looking at ways to improve the magazine to fit our needs as well as yours. So, we are 
changing the magazine once again. You will probably notice that it is a bit thinner.
We have reduced the number of pages so that we can double the issues you receive.
So, look for another copy of Landmarks to hit your mailbox this summer. We will also be 
publishing an annual report to mail out in the Fall. So you should receive communication 
from us three times a year! We hope you enjoy hearing from us. We would love to hear
from you too…please find the enclosed envelope and keep in touch!

MEMORY BENNETT COORDINATOR OF ALUMNI RELATIONSJANE PIERCY DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT AND EXTERNAL RELATIONS

FRONT ROW: L-R Bryan Bernhard, Chance Williams, Marcus 
Arnold, Josh Campbell, Colton Long 
BACK ROW: L-R Ryan Rathmann, Coach, Micah Walker, Judd 
Gardner, Aaron Renfroe, Jennifer Blackburn, T. Chance Van 
Dyke, Zach Gilbert, Jon DeClerck, Coach

Meat Science Association Students prepare the food
to serve at Homecoming Breakfast.

Larry Combest Endowed Chair in Agricultural
Competitiveness Press Conference

Texas Tech President Guy Bailey and his wife visit
at the Homecoming Breakfast.
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     Jeremy joined the Development and Alumni Relations Office in March 2008. He is 
serving as Development officer for the college. His main goals are to meet alumni, 
establish relationship, promote the college and enhance scholarships and endowments 
for the college. 
     Jeremy is a 2004 graduate of CASNR. As a student he served as President of the 
Student Government Association. After graduation he worked for Congressman Randy 
Neugebauer, then worked in the real estate business before returning to Texas Tech. 
Jeremy has a passion for the agricultural industry and looks forward to meeting as many 
alumni as he can during his travels.

JEREMY BROWN DEVELOPMENT OFFICER



&T H E N   N O W&T H E N   N O W

2000’s
ROBYN  GRAVES (BS ACOM 2007) works for Samuel Roberts 
Noble Foundation as Ag Education and Relations
Specialist.

DALE RAY  HARRISON  JR. (BS AAEC 2007) took a job with 
Cargill Pork as Pork Field Manager. His daughter, Avery was born 
in April of 2007.

RASHONDA  HAYES (MS Interdisciplinary Agriculture 2006) 
currently lives in Forestburg, TX and is pursuing a master’s degree 
of Arts in Christian Education at Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 

LAUREN  HIGHTOWER (BS Animal Science 2006) is currently 
pursuing a master’s degree in Human Physiology with emphasis in 
the reproductive field.

KATRINA WATERS (BS, MS ACOM 2004; 2005) is a staff writer 
for the Cattleman Magazine.

JOEL  KEMPFER (BS Hort 2004) is the horticulture manager of 
the Brookwood Community, a not-for-profit residential community 
for adults with disabilities in the Houston area.

LINDSAY SEARS (BS AAEC 2004) won the coveted barrel racing 
title at the Calgary Stampede Rodeo.

TIM  DIETZ (BS RWFM 2002) married Natalie Sato of Honolulu, 
Hawaii in March 2008.

JANET  HUTSON (BS Hort 2001) is the Propagation Manager for 
Treesearch Farms Inc. in Houston.

MEMORY  BENNETT (BS ACOM 2001) and her husband Aaron 
announced the arrival of their second daughter Kally Lyn in 
May 2008.

1990’sGEORGE  A.  “TONY”  COOK (BS Animal Science 1997) owns a 
medical practice, Canadian Family Physicians in Canadian, TX. He 
and his wife, Wendie (BS Interior Design 1999), have two sons, 
Everett and Collier.

VERL  CASH (BS RWFM 1996) is the General Manager of 
Schubel’s Tree Farm.

JOSE  DURO (BS AAEC 1994) is president of People’s Bank in 
Grapevine, TX

KODY  KING (BS Animal Business 1993) is a cattle specialist for 
Purina Mills. He and his wife, Parris, have two daughters, Payton 
and Parker.

DARIN  MARTINEZ  (BS Interdisciplinary Agriculture 1992) and 
his wife, Brenda, have two children; son, Jacob Cullen, born in 
December 2005 and daughter, Emma Lou born in April of 2008. 
Darin also graduated in December 2008 with a master’s degree in 
Ag Leadership.

1980’sKEITH  GRAVES (BS Ag Education 1985) is a range and pasture 
specialist for Wilbur-Ellis Company.

JON  McPHERSON (BS Meat Science 1985) is master winemaker 
at South Coast Winery. The Winery received the Golden State 
Winery of the Year Award at the California State Fair

TIM  BRUBAKER (BS AAEC 1982) is the Territory Manager for the 
Scotts Co.

FARRIS  HIGHTOWER (BS Agricultural Education 1981) lives in 
Lubbock with wife, Monica (BS Animal Business 1983). He works 
for Lindsay Mfg. as territory manager. Monica owns her own video 
production company, organizes agricultural trade shows and is 
active in the Lubbock ag community.

MIKE  ARRINGTON (BS Ag AAEC 1980) and his wife, Debbie, 
have three sons and ranch in Canadian, TX.

JAMES  POWELL (BS Entomology/Agronomy 1980) has owned 
Powell Ag for the past 30 years.

1970’sLARRY  BUTLER (BS Wildlife Management 1974) is retired as a 
State conservationist – NRCS.  He now owns and operates Texas 
Legacy Lands, Consulting Service. 

KENNETH  SJOGREN (BS Agronomy 1973) is a seventh grade 
science teacher in Plainview, TX. He retired from production 
agriculture in 1998.

MACK  STEFFEY (BS Agricultural Education 1970) farms in 
Castro County. 

1960’sSTANLEY  M.  YOUNG (BS, MS Animal Science 1968 & 1976) is 
currently President of Texas Pork Producers Association.

KEN  BRANDENBERGER  (BS Animal Husbandry 1965) is in real 
estate and ranching in Llano, Tx. 

PEARSON  KNOLLE  (BS Animal Husbandry 1964) is a rancher 
in Jim Wells Co.

DON  KAMMERER  (BS Park Management 1962) has been 
playing golf as much as possible.

FINUS  J.  BRANHAM  (BS Ag Education 1960) is with the Texas 
Southdown Breeders Association and serves as State Secretary 
and Treasurer.

RICHARD L. RIDGWAY  (BS Agronomy 1957) has been elected 
President of the Charles Valentine Riley Foundation, a Washing-
ton, DC-based non-profit organization. The Foundation was 
established in 1985 to promote a broader and more complete 
understanding of agriculture as the most basic human endeavor 
and to build on the legacy of Charles Valentine Riley. Richard 
currently resides in Flower Mound, TX with his wife Donna (Class 
of ’56).

1940’sELLIS  EARLE  (BS Ag Education 1949) is still involved in real 
estate in Henderson and Kaufman counties. 

LEROY  OLSAK  (BS Agronomy and farm machinery 1947) is a 
pecan grower in San Angelo, TX.

THELBERT  MILLER  (BS Animal Husbandry 1946) was an 
assistant dean for the college and did some livestock judging. 

1930’sM. J.  WILLIAMS   (BS Animal Husbandry 1938) was a member of 
the 1938 Livestock Judging team and currently lives in Shallowater.

IN MEMORY OFROBERT  HERRINGTON (MS Agricultural Education 1994)

PALMER  WILLIS (BS Animal Production 1952)

GEORGE  WILSON (BS Dairy Management 1941)

J. D. S TRICKLAND (BS, MS, Ph.D.  Agricultural Education 1934, 
1953 and 1957)

LARRY  ALBIN (BS Ag Education 1964)

JOHNNY JONES (BS Animal Production 1956 and former 
Regent)
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    Based on his winding career path, Tobin Harvey (‘88, BS,  
agricultural economics) has sage advice for today’s college 
students:  “Be open to possibilities.” 
    That attitude is the common thread through his diverse job 
titles, from oil field pipe fitter to renewable energies public policy 
expert – with a White House appointment and dozens of trips 
aboard Air Force One – also in the mix.
    Today Harvey is vice president of the Washington D.C. office of 
R. W. Beck Federal, Inc., a new division of R. W. Beck, which 
provides technical and business services to businesses involved in 
financial, energy, water/wastewater and solid waste projects. 
Harvey markets the company’s energy and management consulting 
services to the U.S. Department of Energy and other  federal 
agencies, offering to provide due diligence on multi-million dollar 
renewable energy projects such as the private sector applications 
submitted to the federal government for loan guarantees.

AGRICULTURE  AND  RENEWABLE  ENERGIES
    He assumed the post in April 2008 after serving more than six 
years as a senior advisor to the Assistant Secretary for Energy 
Efficiency and Renewable Energy in the DOE. His responsibilities 
included working with state energy offices as they developed 
policies for wind, solar and other alternative energy programs.
    In some ways, renewable energies and agriculture interests 
overlap. For example, ethanol biofuels to date are grain-based and 
our agricultural sector has provided the ability for the private 
sector to increase production capacity of ethanol considerably over 
the past few years to meet federal requirements, and wind farms 
often are placed on leased farm and ranch lands, Harvey said.

    “We have seen the critical mass explode for clean energy 
technologies over the past few years and that translates to 
opportunity in renewable energies related to agriculture,” he said.
    Harvey’s work in public policy first began on the 
state level when he was director of the State Energy Conservation 
Office under the Texas General Services’ Commission from 
February 1995 to August 1999.
    At the time, energy efficiency and alternative energies were not 
a pressing public issue. But, much of the office’s technical work on 
the viability of renewable energies, beginning even before Harvey 
came on board, has helped then Governor Bush of Texas to 
develop statewide policies that set the stage for Texas to become 
the nation’s wind energy capital today, he said.

WEST  TEXAS  ROOTS
    Harvey’s first exposure to energy was through his father, who 
worked in Texas, California, Canada and the Middle East in the oil 
and gas industries before eventually settling in Midland.
    Following high school, Harvey attended a local junior college 
and worked as a pipe fitter for a company that built refineries. He 
divided his time between working and earning a degree. He later 
switched to Texas Tech, where he was placed in the College of 
Agricultural and Natural Resources because he was undecided 
about his major. 
    “I started Texas Tech in the spring of 1983, and was not unlike 
any new freshman on their first day, somewhat timid and clueless 
as where to go and how to get there.  I worked various jobs while 
at Tech and used my summers to work in the industry to put 
money away for the following semesters. In the summer of 1986, I 
was working at a refinery being built near Seminole. I remember 
working there one hot June day, and they were about to go 
through a reduction in workforce. I decided I didn’t want to go 
through that the rest of my life, and climbed down and offered to 
take the RIF and allow someone who needed the job more to keep 
it” Harvey said.
    He focused completely on his education, and he has high praise 
for the personal attention he received from the CASNR staff 
and faculty. 
     “I believe I got a a better education out of the college of ag 
sciences than I would have anywhere else,” Harvey said.

FROM  PIPE  FITTER  TO  POLITICS
    Harvey’s post-college career began in November 1988 with 
Lomas Mortgage in Dallas. A year later, he worked for a Resolution 
Trust Corporation subcontractor that provided due diligence of 
loan assets at faulting banks and savings and loans. Harvey 
traveled across the country on short-term assignments.
    The down time between assignments allowed him to accept an 
offer to enter the behind-the-scenes world of politics from a friend 
who was Assistant Press Secretary to President George H. W. Bush 
(41) which led to working for the Bush/Quayle ’92 presidential 
campaign. From August to November 1992, Harvey worked on the 
campaign’s advance team.
    “Everything on the ground has to be arranged – the car, the 
driver, what the principal will be doing at the event site, the 
lighting, sound, crowd control,” Harvey said to explain the work.
    And, in those days, they did not have cell phones. Harvey recalls 
one time traveling to an upcoming campaign stop in New Hamp-
shire and “ it seemed every 10 minutes we were pulling over the 
car to find a phone booth; not sure those exist any 
more,” he said.
    After the campaign ended, Harvey returned to the mortgage 
industry as an underwriter until George W. Bush’s Texas governor’s 
race in 1994, when he did advance work for the campaign. 
    Following the election, he joined the State Energy 
Conservation Office.
Harvey returned to advance team work on the national political 
trail when Gov. Bush ran for the 2000 presidency. 
“Someone told me once that advance work is like looking at a 
picture of three ducks gliding on water. But, when you look up 
close those ducks are not gliding over the water, but rather those 
feet are paddling just as fast as they can to stay above the water,” 
Harvey said.
    In January 2001, Harvey was named associate director of 
presidential advance in the Executive Office of the President.  His 
responsibilities included coordinating the advance team, logistics 
and schedule for President and Mrs. Bush’s domestic and foreign 
trips, including numerous international trips during those first 
eight months in office. 
    “Tobin brings a humble and honest approach to problem solving 
that has made him a highly sought out commodity on national 

presidential campaigns, federal government hierarchy and Fortune 
500 companies alike. Tobin no doubt embodies that West Texas 
can-do attitude and leadership by example traits that have 
epitomized his success,” said Patrick Rhode, special assistant to the 
president of the United States in 2001 and Cintra’s United States 
vice president of corporate affairs.    

PERSONAL  REWARDS
    The White House experience was exciting, but also a 24/7 
grind. Harvey welcomed the chance to join the DOE in 
August 2001.
    Despite the many professional rewards of his unconventional 
career path, Harvey considers a personal one as the greatest. While 
at The White House, he met his wife, Lauren. They were married 
in 2003, and today they have a 2-year-old son, 
Spencer Prescott.
    “All my choices have led me to my wonderful wife and family,” 
Harvey said. 

TOBIN  HARVEY 
OIL FIELDS, AIR FORCE ONE AND RENEWABLE ENERGIES
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D E P A R T M E N T SD E P A R T M E N T S

AGRICULTURAL  &  APPLIED  ECONOMICS

    Dr. Don Ethridge retired from the Department of Agricultural 
and Applied Economics after serving on the faculty for 27 years.
    The Cotton Economics Research Institute at Texas Tech 
University found that Texas’ irrigated cotton growers may see 
fewer payments under a new program included in the 2008 farm 
bill. The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) is slightly 
different from previous farm programs and focuses on farm 
revenue instead of just prices. However, the new program follows 
a complex set of procedures involving both farm and state-level 
average revenues to determine whether a farmer is eligible to 
receive payments.
    A projected 50-percent increase in global cotton demand during 
the next 10 years could be good news for South Plains cotton 
growers. The projection of cotton demand comes from part of
the Texas Tech Cotton Economics Research Institute’s recently 
published annual world cotton outlook and project.
    Student Dee Jay Wilde currently serves at Ag Council President.

AGRICULTURAL  EDUCATION  &  COMMUNICATIONS

    Dr. Steve Fraze was announced as the new Department Chair of 
the Department of Agricultural Education and Communications.
    Dr. Matt Baker was announced as the new Dean of the College 
of Outreach and Distance Education. Baker previously served as 
chairman of the Department of Agricultural Education and 
Communications.
    Katie Leigh with the Department of Agricultural Education and 
Communications has been elected a graduate student representa-
tive to the Association for International Agriculture and Extension 
Education’s Board of Directors. 
    Award-winning agricultural communications educator 
Cindy Akers has been selected to lead Texas Tech University’s 
College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources Student 
Services Center, formerly known as the Agricultural Recruitment 
and Career Center. Her new appointment took effect Sept. 1.

ANIMAL  &  FOOD  SCIENCES

    Brad Johnson has been named the new Gordon W. Davis 
Regent’s Chair in Meat Science and Muscle Biology and a professor 
in the college. 
    Student Ashley Hartzog accepted the reins to Midnight Mata-
dor, becoming the 2008-2009 Masked Rider. 
    The Meat Animal Evaluation Team won its second consecutive 
national championship at the 2008 National Meat Animal 
Evaluation Contest.
    The livestock judging team won National Championship honors 
at the 2007 North American Livestock Exposition. 
    COWamongus! is a creamery and meat company located inside 
the Animal and Food Sciences building. However, not many know 
it exists, due to campus regulations on signage and no advertising 
budget. To help with marketing efforts for the eatery, a partner-
ship has been formed between COWamongus! and a retail 
promotion class in the Department of Nutrition, Hospitality & 
Retailing in the College of Human Sciences. COWamongus! makes 
its own ice cream, and is also a retail center for meats produced 
and processed in Texas Tech’s meat lab. And with more than one 
product to sell, many marketing ideas are needed to make the 
business successful. 

LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTURE

    Students from the Department of Landscape Architecture won 
four of seven awards at the annual American Society of Landscape 
Architects Conference. Winners were Colleen Price, Jared Ferguson, 
Laramie Coggan, Kellen Green, Lonnie Hill and Peter Shaw. 
    A memorial scholarship fund has been started in honor of Professor 
Jean Kavanagh at the Texas Tech Foundation (Jean Stephans 
Kavanagh Scholarship), P.O. Box 42123, Lubbock, TX, 79409.
    On October 10th the annual Landscape Architecture Alumni/
Student Workshop was held on campus. Alumni gathered to give 
presentations and discuss current landscape architecture practices 
with current students.  Each year the workshop is held in conjunc-
tion with Homecoming. For more information contact Memory 
Bennett (806) 742-2802 or memory.bennett@ttu.edu.
    Every summer, Prof. Charles Klein takes a group of students to 
the Yucatan Peninsula for a study abroad service learning experience 
in ecotourism studies. Students work with local governments to 
choose and redesign areas to support community involvement.
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D E P A R T M E N T S

NATURAL  RESOURCES  MANAGEMENT

    Philip Gipson was named chairman of the Department of 
Natural Resources Management.
    Aaron Benson was recently hired to fill a new assistant professor 
position in natural resource and environmental economics.      
 Benson anticipates focusing his program on water resource 
issues associated with agricultural production in terms of both 
water quality and quantity.
     Erin Hoelting of Lone Oak and Jackie Forbus of Plano are the 
first in Texas to enter into the university’s new Peace Corps 
Master’s International Program within the College of Agricultural 
Sciences and Natural Resources. Texas Tech University is the first 
school in Texas to offer the program. Now, both are in Lubbock 
classrooms working on graduate degrees in Texas Tech’s 
Department of Natural Resources Management. Once they finish 
three semesters of school work, they’ll be off for a 27-month 
overseas assignment with the Peace Corps.
    David Rogowski, an aquatic ecologist with international 
experience, has been named an assistant professor in the 
Department of Natural Resources Management. Rogowski’s 
research focus will be on aquatic ecology, in particular working in 
streams and springs in arid areas of the Southwest.
    Robert Cox, a restoration ecologist from the University of 
California, has been named an assistant professor in the Department 
of Natural Resources Management.

PLANT  &  SOIL  SCIENCE
 
   The International Textile Center has officially changed its name 
to the Fiber and Biopolymer Research Institute to better reflect the 
increasingly sophisticated molecular cotton and fiber research 
conducted through its facility.
     Eric Hequet, associate director of the Fiber and Biopolymer 
Research Institute, was appointed editor-in-chief of the Journal of 
Cotton Science. 
     The majors of Agronomy and Plant biotechnology have merged 
into a single new major called Environmental Crop and Soil 
Sciences. These students can choose to focus their studies in: Crop 
Biotechnology, Crop Protection, Cropping Systems Management, 
Forages and Grazing Systems, and Soil and Water Science. 
Students majoring in Horticultural and Turfgrass Sciences can 
choose focal areas in Biotechnology, Environmental Horticulture, 
Horticultural Science, Plant Protection and Turfgrass Science.
    Dr. Randy Allen has been selected as the winner of the 2007 
Cotton Biotechnology Award during the Cotton Improvement 
Conference at the Beltwide Cotton Conference.
    The Texas Alliance for Water Conservation (TAWC) is an 
eight-year, $6.2 million demonstration project monitoring 26 
Floyd and Hale County producers who use a variety of crop and 
livestock grazing combinations. By monitoring their farms, 
researchers hope to pinpoint growing practices and technologies 
that can allow growers to continue turning a profit on their land 
while at the same time preserving diminishing South Plains 
water resources.



O U T S T A N D I N G  A G R I C U L T U R A L I S T S  A W A R D

Woody Anderson graduated from the 
University of Texas with a Bachelor of 
Journalism and Public Relations in 1973. 
After graduation he became co-owner of 
Anderson Farms, a third generation farm 
where he still farms today. 
    Mr. Anderson has served on many 
boards including the First National Bank, 
Producers Coop Gin and Mitchell County 
Appraisal District. In 2008 he was 
recipient of the Cotton Achievement 
Award by Cotton Grower Magazine U.S.  
    In 2004 Mr. Anderson was elected 
Chairman of the National Cotton Council.  
Mr. Anderson also served on the Boll 
Weevil Action Committee. In addition he 
served as Chairman of the Texas Farm 
Service Agency for three years.  
    As Mr. Anderson has had many key roles 
in the cotton industry, he was named the 
2007 Cotton Achievement Award Winner. 
    He has also received many community 
awards such as Colorado City Citizen of 
the Year, Jaycees Distinguished Service 
Award and Kiwanis Citizen of the Year. 
    Mr. Anderson and his wife, Susan, live 
in Colorado City.  

Sam Curl earned a junior college diploma 
from Tarleton State University in 1957, a 
bachelor’s degree from Sam Houston State 
University in 1959, a Master’s degree in 
Animal Genetics from the University of 
Missouri in 1961, and a Ph.D. in Animal 
Physiology from Texas A&M University in 
1963. He was a U.S. Army officer, complet-
ing his service with the rank of captain.
    Dr. Curl served as Special Assistant to 
the President, and was president of 
Phillips University in Enid, Oklahoma from 
1976 to 1979. He has authored or 
co-authored three books and 95 scientific 
or technical publications. 
    Dr. Curl served a total of 31 years at Texas 
Tech University, including three years as 
Associate Vice President for Academic 
Affairs. He was Dean of the College of 
Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources 
at Texas Tech from 1979 to 1997. From 
1997 to 2004, he was Dean of the College of 
Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources 
at Oklahoma State University, Director of the 
Oklahoma Agricultural Experiment Station, 
and Director of the Oklahoma Cooperative 
Extension Service. Since retiring, he has 
been engaged in professional consulting, 
currently working half time for Tarleton 
State University as Executive Assistant to the 
Provost and in a consulting capacity for Ag 
Workers Mutual Auto Insurance Company 
in Fort Worth.
    Dr. Curl has three daughters and three 
grandchildren. He and his wife, Mary, live 
at Pecan Plantation, near Fort Worth.

Richard Ligon earned a bachelor’s degree 
in animal science in 1958 and a Master’s 
degree in animal science in 1960 from 
Texas Tech University. 
    In 1982, Ligon purchased a McDonald’s 
Restaurant franchise in Plainview, Texas, 
which he owned and operated for the next 
20 years, until he retired. From 1984-
1989, he also owned a McDonald’s 
franchise in Levelland, Texas. Moving into 
the restaurant business for Ligon was  
natural as the two previous companies he 
had worked for were major suppliers to 
McDonalds. 
    Philanthropy has always been a passion 
for him. He was a founding board member 
in 1983 of the Ronald McDonald House in 
Lubbock and continued to serve through 
2007. He was honored by the McDonald’s 
Corp as a recipient of the Ronald McDon-
ald Award in 1988.
    Among other things he was president 
for the Chamber of Commerce and the 
United Way. He was Hale County Stock 
show president and sales chairman. He 
chaired the Wee Care Child Care Center 
Fund Drive in Plainview and was a board 
member of the Hospice of the Plains.
    He and his wife, Bobbie, live in Graham, 
Texas. They have two children, Greg and 
Tammy, and two grandchildren. Both of 
their children have degrees from Tech. 
Tammy has a Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degree and Greg has a Bachelor’s degree.
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