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	GUIDE TO THE PANDEMIC
CASNR Coroavirus Prognosis
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The health and safety of all members of the CASNR community is our primary concern. As local, national and global health recommendations shift to reduce the spread of the virus, we’re taking significant steps that will help protect our operations. Please click here for information on updates and prevention guidelines, along with university and undergraduate admission FAQ’s. Beginning March 30, spring classes resumed via online instruction. In addition, Summer Session I will move to online instruction. A virtual CASNR spring commencement ceremony is slated for 9 a.m. on Saturday, May 23, 2020.

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

Kennedy, Akers receive President's Exemplary Engaged Scholarship Award
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Lindsay Kennedy, an Assistant Professor of Practice in the Department of Agricultural Education and Communications, and Cindy Akers, CASNR’s Associate Dean of Academic and Student Programs, have been selected to receive this year's Texas Tech University President's Exemplary Engaged Scholarship Award for their efforts in leading the CASNR Matador Institute of Leadership Engagement Program.

  
DID YOU KNOW?

Make a Gift: Your gifts to CASNR help support scholarships & more
CASNR’s leaders believe that Texas Tech is a campus of opportunity. Students who become Red Raiders have the opportunity to grow, learn and develop leadership skills, and CASNR graduates continue to be a testimony to CASNR’s success 
UPCOMING 

CASNR Summer Term I 

       Tuesday, Jun. 2, 2020

       (Online Instruction)

CASNR Summer Term II

       Tuesday, Jul. 7, 2020

CASNR Summer Commencement

       Saturday, Aug.8, 2020


	

	
	The COVID-19 outbreak and subsequent actions taken to mitigate the pandemic have already had a significant effect on the world marketplace. One of those areas is agriculture, from the food that is grown to commodities such as cotton. Darren Hudson, a professor on Texas Tech’s Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics, says a long-term shutdown will hurt some commodities, such as cotton, more because consumers will shy away from purchases that can be delayed on products such as clothing and home textiles. Meantime, a shutdown of significant duration (6-8 months) will strain agriculture, primarily from the labor point of view. “Our farmers and the supply chain are good at what they do, but no one can sustain significant over-use without some breaks in the chains,” he said. >> more
Long-Haul Leaders; CASNR faculty, staff recognized for length of service
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Texas Tech recognized 42 outstanding CASNR faculty and staff members this month with recognition of their length of service to the university. All recipients received a service pin. One particular long-term recipient, John McGlone, a professor with the Department of Animal & Food Sciences, stood out among the CASNR crowd for three and a half decades of service to the Texas Tech community.

PSS’s Charles West honored as 2020 Texas Tech Integrated Scholar
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Charles West, the Thornton Distinguished Chair in the Department of Plant and Soil Science, has been named a ‘2020 Integrated Scholar’ by the university. The specialist in forage systems research is one of nine faculty members from across the faculty to receive the prestigious annual honor. In addition to teaching and research, West provides administrative leadership for the Texas Alliance for Water Conservation.

AFS’s Leslie Thompson details food safety in the time of COVID-19
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Leslie Thompson, a professor in the Department of Animal and Food Sciences, notes that regarding coronavirus and foods, there hasn't been a documented case of COVID-19 transmission through foods or food packaging materials. Companies and employees that work in the food and agriculture sector are considered Essential Critical Infrastructure Workforce, allowing them to continue to work.

In Press: PSS’s Ritchie part of research team studying Texas pima cotton option
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A research team that included Glen Ritchie, chair of the Department of Plant and Soil Science, found that the upland cotton produced higher yields, but that the pima cotton produced better fiber quality over two years at all irrigation levels. There’s increasing interest in producing pima cotton on the Texas High Plains because it is higher quality and it fetches prices that are up to 50 percent higher.

LA’s Sowell part of team to win EDRA Great Places Honorable Mention Award
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Jason Sowell, an associate professor with Texas Tech's Department of Landscape Architecture and a Registered Architect, is part of a multidisciplinary team to receive this year's Environmental Design Research Association's Great Places Honorable Mention Award. The honor for the group's Brownie Neighborhood Park Project was presented earlier this month as part of virtual awards ceremony.
Office of Research & Innovation spotlight shines on AFS’s Heidi Brady
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Texas Tech University's Office of Research & Innovation is celebrating women faculty members who exemplify excellence in research, scholarship, creative activity, teaching and mentoring. Among those highlighted this month is Heidi Brady, a professor in the Department of Animal and Food Sciences and co-director of the Texas Tech Therapeutic Riding and Therapy Center. Her research centers on hippotherapy and equine science.

AEC's Lawver and Brashears share advice on transition to online teaching
[image: image11.jpg]


 Department of Agricultural Education & Communications professors David Lawver and Todd Brashears say online teaching means changing your expectations. “And, you have to change the way you deliver the information to connect to the students. It's not just 'turn on the camera and talk like you always do. It's very different. To me, it's more difficult to teach online” Brashears said.

Brashears named Under Secretary of Agriculture for Food Safety at USDA
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Mindy Brashears, a longtime professor of food microbiology and food safety in the Department of Animal and Food Sciences, has been confirmed by the U.S. Senate as Under Secretary of Agriculture for Food Safety at the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The announcement was made earlier this month by U.S. Senator Pat Roberts (R-KS), who serves as chairman of the Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry.
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