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	IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

Texas Tech Ranch Horse Team claims sixth national championship title
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Add another national championship to the CASNR resumé. This time, it's the Ranch Horse Team in the Department of Animal & Food Sciences -- they brought home the gold last month at the Hughes Trailers Collegiate Ranch & Stock Horse Championship. “These students are phenomenal, and I am so proud to be able to watch them go and continue to expand the influence of the great program,” said Ranch Horse Team Coach Justin Stanton.
  
HERE + NOW
OIA Global Vision Int’l Research Award goes to PSS grad student Shan Wong
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Shan Wong, a doctoral student from the Department of Plant and Soil Science, was awarded the Graduate Student International Research Award last month at the university's Office of International Affairs Annual Global Vision Awards ceremony. Wong's research focuses on the orchid mycorrhizal preference and specificity of wild Vanilla species in Costa Rica, which are not fully understood.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

AFS’s Tyler Brimager named Ag Council ‘Matador of the Month’
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Name: Tyler Brimager; Major: Range Management; Classification: Sophomore; Organization: AgriTechsans; Hometown: New Braunfels, Texas; Month: April 2021

  
DID YOU KNOW?

Make a Gift: Your gifts to CASNR help support scholarships & more
CASNR’s leaders believe that Texas Tech is a campus of opportunity. Students who become Red Raiders have the opportunity to grow, learn and develop leadership skills, and CASNR graduates continue to be a testimony to CASNR’s success 

LATEST ON THE VIRUS

CASNR Guide to the Pandemic
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As local, national and global health recommendations shift to reduce the spread of the virus, CASNR continues to take steps that will help protect our community. Visit the university's new Texas Tech Commitment page and the TTU COVID-19 page for information on updates and prevention guidelines. 

UPCOMING 

CASNR Summer Term I
        First Class Day

        Wednesday, June, 2, 2021

CASNR Fall Semester
        First Class Day

        Monday, Aug. 23, 2021

	

	
	The current Associate Dean for Academic and Student Programs for Texas Tech’s College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources has been selected as the academic unit’s interim dean. Cindy Akers, a long-time professor and noted agricultural educator, will be installed in her new post effective June 1. At CASNR the interim dean has a broad portfolio overseeing academic and budget administration for the college, with direct reports including the chairs of each of CASNR’s seven departments that enroll about 2,800 students and have more than 108 faculty members. “I am excited by CASNR’s potential to push forward in new directions,” she said. “This is an opportunity to work with the Texas Tech administration and the entire CASNR community to advance our education and research, and continue enriching the college’s welcoming, hands-on culture.” << more
CASNR faculty bring home major university awards, honors
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As the spring semester winds down, CASNR officials take a moment this month to highlight recent honors for faculty. Among the outstanding researchers and teachers recognized this semester are Noureddine Abidi, Vikram Baliga, Heidi Brady, Whitney Crossland, Courtney Gibson, Erica Irlbeck, Lindsay Kennedy, Kerry Griffis-Kyle, Jerrad Legako, Courtney Meyers, John Rayfield and Benildo De los Reyes.

In Profile: AFS’s Jerrad Legako excels in pursuit of improving meat quality
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Jerrad Legako, an associate professor of meat science in the Department of Animal & Food Sciences, has dedicated his professional life to researching the factors that influence meat quality, from how cattle are raised to how the meat is packaged and prepared. One of the top researchers at Texas Tech, he is a recipient of the 2021 Chancellor's Council Distinguished Research Award. 
Anastasia Stellato joins Texas Tech Department of Animal & Food Sciences
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Anastasia Stellato, an expert in companion animal behavior and welfare, has been named an assistant professor the Department of Animal and Food Sciences, effective May 1. The Canadian native indicated that her research program focuses on promoting the health and welfare of companion animals through improving human-animal interactions within various applied environments, such as shelter environments. 
CASNR MILE Program graduates second 14-student cohort
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The 14 undergraduate student members of CASNR's Matador Institute of Leadership Engagement graduated from the program this month during a ceremony at newly renovated Dairy Barn facility. “The goal of the MILE Program is to develop trained, young agricultural leaders who understand the key issues and challenges facing Texas agriculture and its rural communities,” said MILE Program Director Lindsay Kennedy.

Griffis-Kyle, Baliga tapped for ‘above and beyond’ teaching Diamond Awards
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A new award to honor innovative and above and beyond teaching, known as the Diamond Award, has been presented to Kerry Griffis-Kyle, an associate professor in the Department of Natural Resources Management and Vikram Baliga, a lecturer with Department of Plant and Soil Science. The awards program was directed by the Teaching Academy and the Teaching, Learning, and Professional Development Center.

Ashley Adams, AFS grad student and new Masked Rider, takes the reins
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Ashley Adams, a master's student in the Department of Animal and Food Sciences, is the Tech’s 60th Masked Rider, one of the most recognizable college mascots in the country. She began her duties last month during the Transfer of Reins ceremonies at the McKenzie-Merket Alumni Center. “It feels so humbling and so exciting all at the same time,” she said. “To be named such a recognizable college mascot is an amazing feeling.”

CASNR leaders award nine prestigious 2021 undergraduate research grants
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In order to give more opportunity to engage undergraduates, CASNR officials have selected nine standout students to receive 2021 Undergraduate Research Grants. They include Anne Braack, Brock Buckingham, Ashlyn Crimm, Justin Dawsey, Lauryn Flores, Ava Hale, William Hall, Bradi Harral, and Yasmim Freire de Mendonca Saes. “These students are really outstanding individuals,” said CASNR's Christy Bratcher.

CASNR faculty, staff recognized for length of service by Texas Tech HR
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Texas Tech recognized 34 outstanding CASNR faculty and staff members with recognition of their length of service to the university community. One particular long-term recipient – Stanley Harris, the swine center manager with the Department of Animal & Food Sciences – stood out among the CASNR crowd for four and a half decades of service to the Texas Tech community. All recipients received a service pin.

In Press: PSS’s Slaughter finds manure improves soil and microbe community
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A new study led by Lindsey Slaughter, an assistant professor in the Department of Plant & Soil Science, found that adding manure can provide a boost of material that can be incorporated into soil organic matter. This helps provide a stronger foundation for more microbial activity and nutrient cycling. Results were recently published in the Soil Science Society of America Journal.

PSS Viticulture Certificate Program application window opens June 1
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Next fall the Texas' rapidly growing grape and wine industry will have a new group of trained professionals in the pipeline, thanks to a program known as the 'Texas Tech Viticulture Certificate Program. The application period runs from June 1 to July 31, and the program is expected to begin in mid-September, said Ed Hellman, a professor of viticulture and enology at Texas Tech University-Fredericksburg.
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