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Instructor: Providencia Velázquez, Adjunct Professor  
Schedule: Fridays, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
  Office hours: Fridays, 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
  Field trips will be scheduled throughout the course.  Attendance is  

required.   
 

If Texas Tech University campus operations are required to change because of health 
concerns related to the COVID-19 pandemic, it is possible that this course will move to a 
fully online delivery format. Should that be necessary, students will need to have access 
to a webcam and microphone for remote delivery of the class.  
 
At this time the classes will be conducted using Zoom.  Each student is required to log 
onto each class using a camera and microphone.  Students must be present and visible 
throughout the class.  
 
Any student who requires special arrangements, either under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act or because of religious practices, in order to meet course requirements 
should contact the instructor as soon as possible so that necessary arrangements can be 
made.  
 
Academic honesty is a requirement of the course.  Any evidence of cheating and/or 
plagiarism will be reported to the director. 
 
This syllabus explains grading policies, provides weekly class descriptions, and alerts 
you to in-class activities and lectures that require advance preparation.  The syllabus is 
subject to change.  Adjustments to the lecture schedule and reading assignments, 
however, may occur and will be announced in class.  
 
Graduate students will be given additional assignments to complete.  
 
Introduction 
This course in historic preservation provides an overview of an interdisciplinary field.  
Historic preservation brings together a broad spectrum of disciplines – historical research, 
interpretation, and writing; architecture and architectural history; conservation – the study 



of building materials; design; urban planning; real estate and business development; and 
public policy – to document, protect, and interpret historic buildings, districts and sites.  
Over the course of this semester we will cover four tracks in the field: history, 
conservation, design, and planning.  Additionally, we will discuss some of the ethical and 
philosophical considerations involved with preservation, public history and policy.   
 
Student Learning Objectives 
The course is designed to give the student a taste of every aspect of the field of historic 
preservation, an understanding of inherent preservation principles, and to encourage 
further study. 
 
Readings 
Our sessions will include lectures, readings, discussions of readings, and questions. 
 
Required books available through www.amazon.com: 
Norman Tyler, Historic Preservation: An Introduction to Its History, Principles, and 

Practice, Second Edition 

 

Martin E. Weaver, Conserving Buildings: Guide to Techniques and Materials, Revised 

Edition 

 

On-Line Resources: 
Natural Register Bulletins 

http://www.nps.gov/history/nr/publications/bulletins.htm  
 
Preservation Publications 

http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/briefs/presbhom.htm 
NPS: The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties 
(http://www2.cr.nps.gov/tps/tax/rhb/) 
 
Grading 

Grades will be based on several weighted components: 
Two exams (100 points each) - 200 pts. 
Field work, attendance, professionalism, and participation in class discussions - 100 pts. 
Architectural vocabulary exam – 100 pts. 
Architectural survey - 100 pts. 
TOTAL 500 pts. 
>500 A+ 
476-500 A 
451-475 A- 
426-450 B 
400-425 B- 
375-399 C 
350-374 C- 
300-349 D 
<300 F 

http://www2.cr.nps.gov/tps/tax/rhb/


 
Exams 

There will be three exams: a mid-term, a final, and an exam on architectural vocabulary.  
The mid-term and final will be composed of multiple-choice questions.  The architectural 
vocabulary exam will be composed of terms that you will have to define and/or draw. 
 
Attendance, Tardiness, and Make-Up Policy 

Attendance is required.  Points will be deducted from your attendance grade for every 
missed day after September 4th.  Points are deducted for each time a student is late. 
Exceptions will be made only in the event of a documented university-sponsored activity, 
an illness (with a doctor’s note), or some major catastrophe.  Leaving early or attending 
half the class without a valid excuse will count as an absence; extreme or repeated 
tardiness will also count against your grade.  “Make up” exams will be accepted only for 
a documented excused absence, due to illness, death or severe illness in your family, or a 
documented school-sponsored activity in which you are officially representing.  
 
Classroom Etiquette 

Turn off cell phones and other electronic devices while in class and keep them tucked 
away in order to reduce distractions.  Pay attention to the lecture and take notes. Students 
must be present and visible throughout the class. 
 
Your mid-term grade is the best arbiter of your progress in class.  If you are unhappy with 
your mid-term grade, you have the opportunity to improve it with better attendance, more 
class participation, handing in a great survey assignment, passing the vocabulary exam, 
and getting a good grade on the final.  
 
Asking for an extra assignment to improve your grade will be denied.  
 
WEEKLY TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

 

Week 1 • What Is Historic Preservation?  Definitions, Examples and Assignments 
The four tracks of historic preservation. Definition of terms. There is an assignment for 
the semester to survey properties in El Paso.  
 
Week 2 • History of the Historic Preservation Movement- Viollet-le-Duc, Ruskin, 
the roots of the preservation movement.  Tyler, Chapters 1 and 2.   Possible Site 
Visit –The Magoffin Home - Restoration of a historic building in El Paso.   
 
Week 3 • Conservation Science – What is Conservation? Weaver, chapters to be 
decided. - Study of masonry, porosity, and permeability.  Stone and Masonry – 
Identification and Conservation - Repointing mortar joints, identifying terra cotta, 
concrete, stucco, clay tile roofs, historic cast stone.  Woods and Metals – Identification 
and Conservation; Paint – Identification. Cast iron, copper and bronze, woods.  Paint 
identification and problems.    
 



Week 4• Conservation Science – What is Conservation? Weaver, chapters to be 
decided. – Continuing Study of materials.  Woods and Metals – Identification and 
Conservation; Paint – Identification. Cast iron, copper and bronze, woods.  Paint 
identification and problems.    
 
Week 5 • Lecture (and possible tour) with Dr. Max Grossman – Subject to change 
depending on the visiting lecturer’s availability. 
 
Week 6 • How to Research Historic Properties - Tyler, Chapter 7.  Possible site visit 
to the El Paso Historical Society on W. Yandell and Corto.  
 
Week 7 • Review of architectural terms. – Glossary of Architectural Terms (GoAT) for 
the exam.  These terms will not be part of the mid-term but will be on a separate exam 
later on. 
 
Week 8• Mid-term exam – Fifty multiple choice questions 
 
Week 9 • Design for Old Buildings – What is appropriate and what is not.  Architectural 
styles.  Tyler, Chapter 3. 
 
Week 11 • Architectural vocabulary exam. 
 
Week 12 • Preservation Planning and Preservation Law – Cases that defined the field 
of historic preservation. Tyler, Chapters 4 and 6.  
 
Week 13 • Class overview, summary discussion, and evaluation.  Final class.   
 
Week 14 • Final Exam – Fifty multiple choice questions.  
 
II. COVID-19 INFORMATION  
 
Face coverings are required. Texas Tech University requires that students wear face 
coverings while in classes, while otherwise in campus buildings, and when social 
distancing cannot be maintained outdoors on campus. 
 
Signage. Be attentive to signage posted at external and some classroom doorways that 
indicates entry and exit ways, gathering and queuing spaces, and availability of masks 
and hand sanitizer.  
 
Seating assignments. The purpose of assigned seating is to assist in contact tracing, if 
necessary, and to augment social distancing. Students are expected to sit at a minimum of 
six feet apart.  A required seating chart will be created once everyone is positioned with 
appropriate social distancing. There will also be an orderly procedure, designed to ensure 
social distancing, for exiting the classroom.  
 
 



Illness-Based Absence Policy  
If at any time during this semester you feel ill, in the interest of your own health and 
safety as well as the health and safety of your instructors and classmates, you are 
encouraged not to attend face-to-face class meetings or events. Please review the steps 
outlined below that you should follow to ensure your absence for illness will be excused. 
These steps also apply to not participating in synchronous online class meetings if you 
feel too ill to do so and missing specified assignment due dates in asynchronous online 
classes because of illness.  
 
1. If you are ill and think the symptoms might be COVID-19-related:  
a. Call Student Health Services at 806.743.2848 or your health care provider. After hours 
and on weekends contact TTU COVID-19 Helpline at 806.743.2911.  
b. Self-report as soon as possible using the Dean of Students COVID-19 webpage. This 
website has specific directions about how to upload documentation from a medical 
provider and what will happen if your illness renders you unable to participate in classes 
for more than one week.  
c. If your illness is determined to be COVID-19-related, all remaining documentation and 
communication will be handled through the Office of the Dean of Students, including 
notification of your instructors of the period of time you may be absent from and may 
return to classes.  
d. If your illness is determined not to be COVID-19-related, please follow steps 2.a-d 
below. 
 
2. If you are ill and can attribute your symptoms to something other than COVID-19:  
a. If your illness renders you unable to attend face-to-face classes, participate in 
synchronous online classes, or miss specified assignment due dates in asynchronous 
online classes, you are encouraged to visit with either Student Health Services at 
806.743.2848 or your health care provider. Note that Student Health Services and your 
own and other health care providers may arrange virtual visits.  
b. During the health provider visit, request a “return to school” note;  
c. E-mail the instructor a picture of that note;  
d. Return to class by the next class period after the date indicated on your note.  
 
Following the steps outlined above helps to keep your instructors informed about your 
absences and ensures your absence or missing an assignment due date because of illness 
will be marked excused. You will still be responsible to complete within a week of 
returning to class any assignments, quizzes, or exams you miss because of illness. 
 
If you have interacted with individual(s) who have tested positive for COVID-19: 
 
Maintain a list of those persons and consult Student Health Services at 806-743-2911 or 
your primary care provider on next steps. 
 
Do not return to class until you are medically cleared by your Health Care Provider. 
 
 



III. University Required Statements 
 
ADA STATEMENT:  
Any student who, because of a disability, may require special arrangements in order to 
meet the course requirements should contact the instructor as soon as possible to make 
any necessary arrangements. Students should present appropriate verification from 
Student Disability Services during the instructor’s office hours. Please note: instructors 
are not allowed to provide classroom accommodations to a student until appropriate 
verification from Student Disability Services has been provided. For additional 
information, please contact Student Disability Services in West Hall or call 806-742-
2405.  
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY STATEMENT:  
Academic integrity is taking responsibility for one’s own class and/or course work, being 
individually accountable, and demonstrating intellectual honesty and ethical behavior. 
Academic integrity is a personal choice to abide by the standards of intellectual honesty 
and responsibility. Because education is a shared effort to achieve learning through the 
exchange of ideas, students, faculty, and staff have the collective responsibility to build 
mutual trust and respect. Ethical behavior and independent thought are essential for the 
highest level of academic achievement, which then must be measured. Academic 
achievement    includes scholarship, teaching, and learning, all of which are shared 
endeavors. Grades are a device used to quantify the successful accumulation of 
knowledge through learning. Adhering to the standards of academic integrity ensures 
grades are earned honestly. Academic integrity is the foundation upon which students, 
faculty, and staff build their educational and professional careers. [Texas Tech University 
(“University”) Quality Enhancement Plan, Academic Integrity Task Force, 2010]  
 
RELIGIOUS HOLY DAY STATEMENT:  
"Religious holy day" means a holy day observed by a religion whose places of worship 
are exempt from property taxation under Texas Tax Code §11.20. A student who intends 
to observe a religious holy day should make that intention known in writing to the 
instructor prior to the absence. A student who is   absent from classes for the observance 
of a religious holy day shall be allowed to take an examination or complete an 
assignment scheduled for that day within a reasonable time after the absence. A student 
who is excused under section 2 may not be penalized for the absence; however, the 
instructor may respond appropriately if the student fails to complete the assignment 
satisfactorily. 
 
DISCRIMINATION, HARASSMENT, AND SEXUAL VIOLENCE STATEMENT: 
Texas Tech University is committed to providing and strengthening an educational, 
working, and living environment where students, faculty, staff, and visitors are free from 
gender and/or sex discrimination of any kind. Sexual assault, discrimination, harassment, 
and other Title IX violations are not tolerated by the University. Report any incidents to 
the Office for Student Rights & Resolution, (806)-742-SAFE (7233) or file a report 
online at titleix.ttu.edu/students. Faculty and staff members at TTU are committed to 
connecting you to resources on campus. Some of these available resources are: TTU 



Student Counseling Center, 806- 742-3674, https://www.depts.ttu.edu/scc/(Provides 
confidential support on campus.) TTU 24-hour Crisis Helpline, 806-742-5555, (Assists 
students who are experiencing a mental health or interpersonal violence crisis. If you call 
the helpline, you will speak with a mental health counselor.) Voice of Hope Lubbock 
Rape Crisis Center, 806-763-7273, voiceofhopelubbock.org (24-hour hotline that 
provides support for survivors of sexual violence.) The Risk, Intervention, Safety and 
Education (RISE) Office, 806-742-2110, https://www.depts.ttu.edu/rise/ (Provides a 
range of resources and support options focused on prevention education and student 
wellness.) Texas Tech Police Department, 806-742- 3931, http://www.depts.ttu.edu/ttpd/ 
(To report criminal activity that occurs on or near Texas Tech campus.) 
 
CIVILITY IN THE CLASSROOM STATEMENT: 
Texas Tech University is a community of faculty, students, and staff that enjoys an 
expectation of cooperation, professionalism, and civility during the conduct of all forms 
of university business, including the conduct of student–student and student–faculty 
interactions in and out of the classroom. Further, the classroom is a setting in which an 
exchange of ideas and creative thinking should be encouraged and where intellectual 
growth and development are fostered. Students who disrupt this classroom mission by 
rude, sarcastic, threatening, abusive or obscene language and/or behavior will be subject 
to appropriate sanctions according to university policy. Likewise, faculty members are 
expected to maintain the highest standards of professionalism in all interactions with all 
constituents of the university 
(www.depts.ttu.edu/ethics/matadorchallenge/ethicalprinciples.php). 
 
LGBTQIA SUPPORT STATEMENT*: 
I identify as an ally to the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, and asexual 
(LGBTQIA) community, and I am available to listen and support you in an affirming 
manner. I can assist in connecting you with resources on campus to address problems you 
may face pertaining to sexual orientation and/or gender identity that could interfere with 
your success at Texas Tech. Please note that additional resources are available through 
the Office of LGBTQIA within the Center for Campus Life, Student Union Building 
Room 201, www.lgbtqia.ttu.edu, 806.742.5433.” 
 
*If you prefer to list campus resources rather than a statement about ally status, you 
might include the following among other campus resources you wish to share: 
 
Office of LGBTQIA, Student Union Building Room 201, www.lgbtqia.ttu.edu, 
806.742.5433 
Within the Center for Campus Life, the Office serves the Texas Tech community through 
facilitation and leadership of programming and advocacy efforts. This work is aimed at 
strengthening the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, and asexual 
(LGBTQIA) community and sustaining an inclusive campus that welcomes people of all 
sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions. 
 
 
 


