ENGR 1108 General Chemistry Bridge Course for Engineers FAQ

Q.	What is ENGR 1108?
A.	ENGR 1108 is a 1-credit course designed to “bridge” the student from their high school chemistry experience to a much improved level of preparedness for a university-level chemistry course with an assignment schedule that allows an Engineering student to enroll also in the ConocoPhillips Bridge Course.  

Q.	How is the course structured?
A.	The course is delivered online and is designed to be completed during the first week of the fall intercession term which allows the Engineering student to attend and focus on the ConocoPhillips Bridge Course during the second week of the fall intersession term. Content for ENGR 1108 is delivered on a Blackboard site for the course and assignments are submitted online.  Students work asynchronously following a schedule of content release and corresponding assignment due date.  

Q.	Is the course effective?
A.	The graph below compares the percent of unsuccessful General Chemistry students (%DFW: grades of D, F, or withdrawing from the course) for fall 2012 students taking the Bridge Course, or not, grouped by scores on the Chemistry Placement Examination (CPE).  At the low end of CPE scores %DFW falls by almost 2/3 with the Bridge Course, and even at the high end of CPE scores taking the Bridge Course leads to improved performance in General Chemistry.  There is a special additional benefit to student with a CPE score below the value allowing registration into CHEM 1307.  If you take ENGR 1108 and do sufficiently well, you will be permitted into CHEM 1307.


Q.	How much time does the course take?
A.	Most students complete the course with 15-20 hours of work.  

Q.	What if I have a conflict which will prevent me from working on the course for a few days?
A.	Although the course is structured to be completed in the first week of the fall intersession, assignments will be accepted for full credit until the end of the second and final week of the fall intersession.  However, most students find that participation in the ConocoPhillips Bridge course during the second week of the fall intersession leaves little time for additional schoolwork, so the student is very strongly encouraged to complete ENGR 1108 in the first week.  

Q.	What if I begin the course and circumstances prevent me from finishing it?
A.	The fall intersession has a date before which the course may be dropped without academic penalty, but on or after that date, a student-initiated drop will count against the drop limit.

Q.	How is the course grade determined?  Will it contribute to my TTU GPA?
A.	The course grade is determined 80% from the online homework, for which unlimited attempts are allowed, and 20% from the course “final examination” which is also taken online.  Most students earn a grade of A.  This grade does contribute to your TTU GPA, so if you do all the work, you can begin your fall semester with a 4.0 GPA!

Q.	How do I register for ENGR 1108?
A.	You can register for ENGR 1108 just as you would for any fall course.  If you are an incoming freshman or transfer student, you will be able to register for ENGR 1108 during orientation.  However, your CPE score must be in the range of 15-35 (43%-100%):

Q.	How much does the course cost?
A.	You will need to pay tuition and fees associated with the registration for one additional credit.

Q.	Do I need to purchase any additional books or materials to take CHEM 1101?
A.	All content is delivered online through the course Blackboard site, and there is no text.  Access to the homework site is purchased on line directly from the publisher for about $50 at the start of the course.
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