
Two Senior Faculty Join the Harris Institute
The Harris Institute is pleased to welcome two new senior faculty to its ranks in fall 2015.

Lyombe “Leo” Eko, Ph.D. is a professor of journalism 
and electronic media. He is a former director of graduate 
studies in the School of Journalism and Mass Communi-
cation, and Director of the African Studies Program at 
the University of Iowa. He earned his Ph.D. in Journal-
ism from Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, and 
began his academic career at the University of Maine. 
His areas of research and teaching interest are: compara-

tive Internet law, comparative international communication, and visual 
communication studies with a focus on political cartoons. He has pub-
lished two books: the award winning, Case studies in comparative com-
munication law and policy (Lexington Books, 2012/2014); and American 
exceptionalism, the French exception and digital media law (2013). His 
third book, Regulation of sex-themed visual imagery: From ancient clay 
tablets to tablet computers, will be published in December 2015. Eko has 
also published numerous articles in law reviews journals, as well as inter-
national and visual communication journals. 

Before his academic career, Eko was a television documentary pro-
ducer and translator at the African Broadcasting Union (URTNA) in Nai-
robi, Kenya. From 2008-2012, he served as the project director of VITAL, 
an environmental journalism student exchange project involving seven 
universities in the United States, Canada and Mexico. His co-edited book, 
Water, water everywhere… examines the research aspects of the project.

Wilkinson Receives Fulbright Scholar Grant for Spring 2016 
The Harris Institute Director, Kent Wilkinson, will be teaching and conducting research in Santiago, Chile during the spring 2016 semester. His 
host institution is the University of the Andes. Wilkinson will teach a short Ph.D. course on popular culture and rock and roll, and an undergrad-
uate course focused on Hispanic-oriented media in the U.S., and will continue research with Chilean colleagues on young adults’ smartphone 
use. He will also research the Chilean language translation industry, co-edit a Latin American special issue of the International Journal on Media 
Management, and help colleagues develop a research grant proposal that involves the Center for Communication Research. Follow Wilkinson’s 
blog at ktwsite.wordpress.com or through the HIHIC web page beginning in January.

Harris Institute Affiliated Faculty Booklist
Faculty researchers affiliated with the Harris Institute have had a productive couple of years. The following are their recently published or 
soon-to-be-published books.

Eko, Lyombe. Regulation of sex-themed visual imagery: From ancient clay tablets to tablet computers. Palgrave Macmillan, 2015.
Hellmueller, Lea. The Washington, DC media corps in the 21st century: The source-correspondent relationship. Palgrave Macmillan, 2014.
Peaslee, Robert Moses, and Robert G. Weiner, eds. The Joker: A serious study of the clown prince of crime. Univ. Press of Mississippi, 2015.
Sternadori, Maglena M. Mediated eros: Sexual scripts within and across cultures. Peter Lang, 2015.
Wilkinson, Kenton T. Spanish-language television in the United States: Fifty years of development. Routledge, 2015. 

Harris Institute Hosts TTU Hispanic/Latino Researchers
On October 7, 2015 faculty from across campus presented their research and 
creative work concerning U.S. Hispanics/Latinos at a symposium organized 
by Ph.D. student Jobi Martinez and Kent Wilkinson of the Harris Institute. 
The symposium was part of a broader effort to bring together faculty and 
graduate students sharing common interests as Texas Tech approaches His-
panic-Serving Institution status (granted when a university’s Hispanic enroll-
ment reaches 25% of total; TTU’s reached 23% in October 2015). 
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Miglena Sternadori, Ph.D. is an associate professor 
of journalism and electronic media. Previously she 
taught media and journalism and coordinated the 
Women and Gender Studies program at the Univer-
sity of South Dakota. She received her Ph.D. from 
the University of Missouri.  Sternadori’s research in-
terests include gender stereotypes and sexual scripts 
in media content, marketing appropriations of femi-

nist agendas, international cultural diffusions, the role of media in 
identity construction and social role performativity, and cognitive 
and affective processing of media messages.  She is the author of 
Mediated eros: Sexual scripts within and across cultures (2015), and 
has also published in Feminist Media Studies, the Journal of Media 
Psychology, the Newspaper Research Journal, the Journal of Broad-
casting & Electronic Media, the Atlantic Journal of Communication, 
and the Journal of Media Education, among others.

Sternadori was a member of the “first class” of young journal-
ists after the fall of communism in her native Bulgaria. She worked 
as a journalist for seven years, including five as an investigative 
reporter. She has covered government and business, including the 
controversial Bulgarian privatization process, and is an alumna of 
the Missouri School of Journalism, where she first arrived in 2000 
on a scholarship for Eastern European journalists.

Dr. Wilkinson and Jobi Martinez speak with 
fellow researchers at the Symposium



Communication Studies Faculty Join the Harris Institute
Three faculty from Texas Tech’s Department of Communication Studies have affiliated with the Harris Institute. Communication Studies officially 
joined College of Media & Communication in January 2015. 

Mark Gring, Ph.D. (associate professor) researches epistemic commitments on sociopolitical engagements. He is particularly 
interested in why and how religious commitment affects people engaging each other culturally and politically. His research 
endeavors to go beyond the usual church and state political interactions and also examine education, technology, and popular 
culture. He is the co-author of the book, The rhetoric of social intervention: An introduction. He is currently working on a research 
project that examines how a Dutch and Scottish based Southeastern American evangelical church addresses issues of concern to 
Latinos in the United States. 

Amy N. Heuman, Ph.D. (associate professor) researches negotiations of identity and culture from interpretive, performative, 
ethnographic, and critical perspectives. Much of her work focuses on intersectional negotiations of race, ethnicity, gender, sexu-
ality, and socioeconomic status within/among U.S. co-cultures as they navigate mainstream structures. Dr. Heuman is currently 
examining the ways in which predominantly Mexican American and Mexican community members mobilize for social transfor-
mation within the Rio Grande Valley, Texas colonias, where she has been doing ethnographic and community engagement based 
research for the past five years. 

Bolanle A. Olaniran, Ph.D. (professor) is an internationally acclaimed scholar. His research interests include organization-
al communication, cross-cultural communication, crisis communication, and communication technologies. He has authored 
peer-reviewed articles in discipline-focused and interdisciplinary journals, and authored several edited book chapters having 
regional, national, and international focuses. Olaniran also serves as a consultant to organizations, universities and govern-
ments. His works have gained honors such as the American Communication Association’s “Outstanding Scholarship in the 
Communication Field” award.

HIHIC Affiliates’ Activities 

Leila Forouhi (M.A. student) co-authored a paper, “Exploiting the poor in faraway places: A corporate guide,” which earned Best Critical Paper in 
International Business honors at the Academy of Management’s meeting. The paper employs interviews from sites across Honduras, finding that 
certain conditions favor exploitation, which creates perpetually worsening consequences at the individual, collective, and environmental levels. 

Jessica Foumena (Ph.D. student), a native of Cameroon, recently started the Ph.D. program. She is the founder and editor-in-chief of the 
website Women in Africa (www.womenandafrica.com), a topic she plans to pursue in her dissertation research. In fall 2015 Jessica taught a 
section of “Business and Professional Communication”, and in October she presented her paper, “Women and Politics in Africa Today” at TTU’s 
7th Annual Gender and Gender Equity Colloquium.

Geoffrey Graybeal, Ph.D. led a group of Texas Tech students on a Study Abroad program in Wilhelmshaven, Germany in July. American stu-
dents took courses on media management and mobile journalism alongside German students at Jade Hoschule. In August, Dr. Graybeal spoke 
about trends and challenges in conducting media entrepreneurship research on an AEJMC panel. He was also elected research chair of the 
Media Management, Economics & Entrepreneurship division. 

Lea Hellmueller, Ph.D. organized two panels at the ICA conference in Puerto Rico (“Journalistic Role Performance around the Globe” and “How 
far do media and net freedom travel?”). She also presented research on ISIS and global journalism issues at AEJMC in San Francisco, and ob-
served the newsroom at Delayed Gratification magazine in London for a research project on slow journalism. She has four journal articles and 
book chapters recently published or in press, and a co-edited book on journalistic role performance coming soon. 

Rob Peaslee, Ph.D. took over as Interim Chair of the Department of Journalism & Electronic Media in October of 2014, the “Interim” falling 
away over the summer. He also published, with co-editor Rob Weiner (TTU Library), The Joker: a serious study of the clown prince of crime (Uni-
versity Press of Mississippi), the first scholarly collection on Batman’s most prominent nemesis, and led with JEM colleague Jerod Foster the 
second iteration of the New Zealand study abroad program.

Nathian Shae Rodriguez (Ph.D. student) presented papers at the PCA and ICA conferences covering media representation of LGBTIs in Twitter 
memes of Mexican soccer fans, mainstream advertising, and gay dating mobile apps. At AEJMC he presented papers regarding LGBTI NGOs’ 
strategic communication practices and stereotyped identification of gay male characters on prime-time television. Nathian recently started work 
on his dissertation focused on LGBTI refugee/asylum seekers’ use of media in identity negotiation. 

Berenice Urista (M.A. student) is in her final year in the communication studies program. Her current research includes a study of communica-
tion apprehension among first year law-students, a qualitative examination of “coyotes’” lived experiences in guiding undocumented workers, 
and researching how rhetorical framing of the U.S.-Mexico border impacts people’s border crossing experiences. 

Weiwu Zhang, Ph.D. became editor for Communication Booknotes Quarterly on January 1, 2015. In fall 2015 he, Dr. Wilkinson, and other 
HIHIC affiliates completed survey data collection for a study of social capital among Texas Hispanics. He has one article published on the spiral 
of silence in the social media context in CyberPsychology, Behavior, and Social Networking and two articles (in press) on the role of new media 
in civic engagement with Ph.D. graduate, Sherice Gearhart. He was recently elected research chair of the Public Relations Division of AEJMC.
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