
 

The Younger Generation Must Be Smarter Using Social Media 

LUBBOCK, Texas (May 23, 2013) – In today’s digital world, a person’s online reputation is an 
important part of managing relationships with family, friends, coworkers and future employers. 
To help prepare high school students to effectively safely manage their reputations in this 
environment, The Outpost Social Media Lab at the Texas Tech University College of Media & 
Communication participated in a lock-in held by the Upward Bound Program to talk with 
students about social media safety and how high school students should represent themselves 
online.  
 
Trevor Bell, a professional master’s student and lab manager at the Outpost, spoke with 60 area 
high school students about how to properly use social media and avoid the negative 
consequences that can occur when people are careless online.  
 
“Social media is a great way for young people to be connected, but there can also be some 
negativity attached to it, whether it’s posting embarrassing photos, posting angry messages or 
engaging in cyberbullying,” Bell said. “It’s really important for high school students to be aware 
of the dangers that can result from poorly considered social media use. They need to learn how to 
use social media to positively affect their lives.” 
 
The presentation outlined social media dos and don’ts, including recommended privacy settings, 
reviewing all material before posting, who to accept as friends and the types of content to share. 
Because so much information is passed through social media outlets, students must be wary of 
what they post online and who has access to it. Posting photos of alcohol or drug use can also 
lead to embarrassment and can leave a bad impression with those who view the profiles – 
including potential employers.  
 
“We wanted to stress to our students the importance of positively representing themselves 
through social media because it is of such vital importance in their future involvement in the job, 
college and scholarship application process,” Sylvia Gonzales, associate director for Upward 
Bound, said. “Several of our students spoke highly of Trevor’s presentation and appreciated the 
insight into how to represent and protect themselves while using social media.” 
 
As more activity happens online, students must remember that what happens on the Internet 
stays on the Internet, and it’s their responsibility to make sure what appears in connection with 
their name and image does not have the potential to harm them now or in the future. 

http://www.depts.ttu.edu/upwardbound/
http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/outpost/index.php


The Outpost plans to continue to provide workshops to the Lubbock community.  Those desiring 
more information are encouraged to contact the faculty lead, Dr. Trent Seltzer, at 
trent.seltzer@ttu.edu.  

About The Outpost Social Media Lab @ TTU 
 
The Outpost is the social media lab at Texas Tech University’s College of Media & 
Communication. Located in room 251, the lab features a physical command center where 
students can engage in live social media monitoring and engagement utilizing a variety of tools 
in a collaborative learning environment. In addition to live monitoring activities, the lab provides 
support to a number of groups within the college, such as RaiderComm, the student-run public 
relations firm, as well as courses, such as Online & Digital Public Relations. The lab produces 
original content providing social media insights including white papers, case studies, special 
projects, consulting and academic research. Lab volunteers also engage in community outreach 
programs such as hosting social media workshops. 
 
For more information, visit us online at http://www.depts.ttu.edu/comc/outpost/index.php. 
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