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Executive Summary 

On April 29, 2011, as part of Texas Tech University’s Arbor Day Celebration, the Texas Tech University 
Ethics Center administered a written assessment of students’ understanding of academic integrity at 
Memorial Circle. The paper survey consisted of 4 demographic questions (classification, major, gender, 
and age), 12 true-or-false questions, and 2 open-ended questions (see Appendix A for a copy of the 
survey). Students filled out these surveys by hand and were offered a T-shirt in return. To keep students 
from answering in a way they think might be expected, the survey was anonymous. The completed 
surveys were sent to the Texas Tech University Ethics Center for analysis.  

The goal of the assessment was twofold: (1) to reinforce student knowledge about academic integrity 
and (2) to assess what students know and so help identify problem areas for improving the academic 
integrity initiative. 

Of the 707 original respondents, 26 were removed for answering all the questions “True”; 1 was 
removed for answering only two questions; and 2 were removed for not being students. The final 
sample size (N= 678) appears to be a good representation of the TTU student population in terms of 
classification, age, and major (college). 

The results of the 12 true-or-false questions indicate that students have a very good comprehension of 
academic integrity, with an average score of 91.5%. However, more than 10.0% of students incorrectly 
answered three questions, indicating a lack of understanding about academic integrity: the definition of 
academic success, the definition of cheating, and when it is okay to collaborate with other students on 
assignments. The three questions were negatively worded, and it was possible that students rushed 
through the survey and did not notice the words “not” and/or “without.” Since it is not certain whether 
the students rushed their responses, it still may be beneficial to address these areas in educating 
students about academic integrity. 

The survey also contained 2 open-ended questions. The first question asked under which circumstance a 
student would report a fellow student for academic dishonesty; of 678 valid surveys, 546 answered this 
question and more students said they would report cheating on a test or an assignment. The second 
question asked what TTU should do about Academic Integrity on campus; 503 responded and many of 
them believed that TTU should having stricter rules and severe consequences (probation, suspension, 
expulsion, etc.). Their comments were categorized into various themes for evaluation.  
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Introduction 

On April 29th, 2011, Texas Tech University hosted an Arbor Day Celebration at Memorial Circle. Between 
10 am and 1 pm, the Texas Tech University Ethics Center sponsored a table where students were 
encouraged to fill out a survey on academic integrity in exchange for a T-shirt and other giveaways. The 
goal of the assessment was twofold: to (1) reinforce student knowledge about academic integrity and 
(2) assess what students know and so help identify areas for improving the academic integrity initiative. 

Data Preparation and Sample 

A total of 707 respondents filled out the paper-and-pencil instrument at the Ethics Center table on Arbor 
Day. The Texas Tech Ethics Center staff entered the results into Excel for further analysis.  

Responses were removed if participants selected all “false” or all “true” answers, or if all or a significant 
number of responses were missing. This check removed 26 students who had checked “true” on every 
question and 1 student who only answered two questions. Since the assessment was designed for 
students, two surveys filled out by faculty and staff members were also eliminated from further analysis, 
reducing the valid sample from 707 to 678 (95.9%). 

The sample of 678 valid surveys represents a small percentage of the population of the Texas Tech 
students. However, data was also collected for four demographic categories: (1) student classification, 
(2) major, (3) gender, and (4) age. The following charts compare the sample to the population of all TTU 
students for classification, gender, and age (using enrollment data in Spring 2011 semester), and it 
appears that the sample was a good representation of the TTU student body. 

 

 

Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior 
Graduate 
Student 

N/R 

Sample 13.3% 19.9% 23.9% 19.0% 21.5% 2.4% 

TTU 14.3% 19.1% 19.2% 26.3% 18.3%   

0.0% 

10.0% 

20.0% 

30.0% 

Classification 
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Note: “N/R” means the respondents did not respond to this particular question or the writing was ineligible. 

 

The above charts show that the sample is a good representation of the TTU student population in terms 
of their age. Regarding classification, there were more juniors and less seniors; there is also a 
discrepancy in gender, with proportionately more females in the sample.  

The survey sample represents a diversity of majors. The following chart categorizes the majors into 
Academic Colleges and compares the sample to the TTU student population. 

Male Female N/R 

Sample 44.0% 53.2% 2.8% 

TTU 54.6% 45.3%   

0.0% 

20.0% 

40.0% 

60.0% 

Gender 

18 19-24 25-34 35-44 45 and above N/R 

Sample 4.3% 69.9% 17.7% 1.5% 0.6% 6.0% 

TTU 0.6% 74.9% 17.9% 3.9% 2.6%   

0.0% 

20.0% 

40.0% 

60.0% 

80.0% 

Age 
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Abbreviations: 

AR College of Architecture 

AS College of Arts and Sciences 

BA Rawl's College of Business Administration 

CASNR College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources 

ED College of Education 

EN College of Engineering 

HS College of Human Sciences 

MC College of Mass Communications 

VPA College of Visual and Performing Arts 

N/R There was no response or the writing was ineligible 

 

The sample shows more Arts and Sciences and Engineering students responding to the survey and fewer 
Business Adminstration and Education students. Due to the proximity of the College of Arts and Sciences 
and College of Enginnering to Memorial Circle, where the survey was offered, this outcome is to be 
expected. The Rawls College of Business and College of Education are both further from Memorial Circle 
than other colleges at Texas Tech University . Overall, the survey sample represents the TTU student 
population fairly well. 

  

AR AS BA CASNR ED EN HS MC VPA N/R 

Sample 0.3% 37.9% 4.7% 6.5% 2.1% 22.1% 10.6% 5.8% 1.9% 8.1% 

TTU 2.3% 31.1% 13.8% 5.7% 6.1% 13.4% 10.7% 4.7% 3.9%   

0.0% 

10.0% 

20.0% 

30.0% 

40.0% 

College 
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Results 

Twelve True-or-False Questions 
 
The following table shows the results of the 12 true-or-false questions from the 678 valid surveys.  

 

Questions Answer Correct Incorrect N/A 

1: Academic Integrity means that you are accountable 
for your own work. True 667 11 0 

2: Making a personal decision to adhere to the 
standards of ethical behavior is part of academic 
integrity. 

True 653 20 5 

3: Ethical behavior and independent thought are not 
important for achieving academic success. False 602 71 5 

4: Trust and respect among students, faculty, and 
staff are essential components of education. True 666 11 1 

5: Academic Integrity is the foundation of 
professional and educational careers. True 660 17 1 

6: Don’t worry about plagiarism if you use the web; 
things from the web do not need to be cited. False 632 45 1 

7: Copying from another student or source during a 
test is cheating. True 644 32 2 

8: Obtaining a test or solutions to a test before taking 
it, without permission from your professor to do so, is 
cheating. 

True 592 84 2 

9: Using materials from other sources and presenting 
it as your own work is plagiarism. True 626 47 5 

10: Not citing materials or ideas from other sources in 
your work is plagiarism. True 632 41 5 

11: It is not ok to collaborate with other students on 
academic assignments without permission from your 
professor. 

True 456 219 3 

12: Submitting false information in order to get an 
extension on an assignment or to take a quiz/test 
later is considered “misrepresenting facts” (eg., a 
false doctor’s note). 

True 617 58 3 

Note: “N/A” means the respondents did not check either answer or checked both answers. 

 

The chart below highlights the percentages of participants who answered each of the 12 questions 
correctly and incorrectly. The percentage of N/A for each question is ≤ 0.7% and omitted in the chart. 
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Individual results show that most students did well on the survey. The following table lists the number 
of questions that students answered correctly (score) and the number of the respondents with each 
score. 

 

# of questions answered correctly (score) # of the respondents 

12  315 

11 219 

10 76 

9 39 

8 18 

7 8 

6 1 

5 2 

Q 1 Q 2 Q 3 Q 4 Q 5 Q 6 Q 7 Q 8 Q 9 Q 10 Q 11 Q 12 

Incorrect 1.6% 2.9% 10.5% 1.6% 2.5% 6.6% 4.7% 12.4% 6.9% 6.0% 32.3% 8.6% 

Correct 98.4% 96.3% 88.8% 98.2% 97.3% 93.2% 95.0% 87.3% 92.3% 93.2% 67.3% 91.0% 

50.0% 

60.0% 

70.0% 

80.0% 

90.0% 

100.0% 

% of respondents answering each questions correctly & incorrectly 



Academic Integrity Survey 2011 

 

Prepared by the Texas Tech University Ethics Center   Page 9 of 17 

Of the 678 responses, 315 answered 12 questions correctly and 219 answered 11 questions correctly. 
Those two groups together make up almost 80.0% of the total responses (46.5% and 32.3%, 
respectively). Only 11 respondents (1.6%) answered seven or fewer questions correctly.  

The chart below shows the distribution of the scores. 

 

 

 

The following charts compare the overall scores of students with the demographic categories of 
classification, gender, and age. They show how different categories of students performed on the 
survey. Freshmen and seniors did slightly better than sophomores and juniors. All undergraduates 
performed between 2.5 and 3.5 percentage points better than graduate students.  
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Female students and students older than 45 years old also scored higher than average. Overall, the 
results indicate that most students understood very well academic integrity and various types of 
violations. 

 
 

 

 

 

Two Open-Ended Questions 

1: Under which circumstance would you report a fellow student for academic dishonesty (e.g. 
cheating on a test, falsifying data, plagiarism, etc.)? 

Of the 678 valid surveys, 546 (80.5%) responded to this question. Because some student responses 
could be categorized into more than one theme, there were 613 useable responses to this question 
even though only 546 students responded to it.  The 613 responses were categorized into 10 themes.   

The following table and chart outline the different themes and the frequency of responses, the 
percentage of responses that fit each theme. 
 

90.9% 

93.7% 

91.7% 

85.0% 

90.0% 

95.0% 

100.0% 

Male Female N/R 

Score by gender 

92.5% 92.7% 
92.2% 

89.2% 

97.9% 

89.6% 

85.0% 

90.0% 

95.0% 

100.0% 

18 19-24 25-34 35-44 45 and above N/R 

Score by age 
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Theme Frequency of response 

Cheating on a test or an assignment 164 

Every circumstance mentioned in the question 129 

When s/he cheated off me, or it affected my/others’ 
grade & the curve 

68 

Plagiarism 53 

I wouldn’t; never; none of my business 55 

If I knew/witnessed, had proof, or caught them in act; 
when it was obvious 

49 

Falsifying data  30 

Copying homework; using/ordering someone’s work and 
presenting it as one’s own 

28 

Not sure; I don’t know; N/A 10 

Working together without professor’s permission 4 

Others (lying, misrepresenting facts, etc.) 23 

TOTAL 613 

 

 

3.8% 

0.7% 

1.6% 

4.6% 

4.9% 

8.0% 

8.6% 

9.0% 

11.1% 

21.0% 

26.8% 

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 

Others (lying, misrepresenting facts, etc.) 

Working together without professor's permission 

Not sure; I don't know; N/A 

Copying Homework; use someone's work as one's 
own 

Falsifying data 

If I knew/witnessed, had proof, or caught them in 
act; when it was obvious 

Plagiarism 

I wouldn't; never; none of my business 

when s/he cheated off me, or it affected my 
(others') grade & the curve 

All of the above (mentioned in the question); 
every circumstance 

Cheating on a test or an assignment 
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Most responses indicate students would report academic dishonesty when some sort of “cheating” 
occurred. Approximately a quarter of the respondents (26.8%) identified “cheating on a test/exam,” 
while one out of every five students (21.0%) believed that all the circumstances mentioned in the 
question itself, including “cheating on a test,” should be reported. 

About one tenth of the respondents (11.1%) revealed that they would report when a fellow student 
cheated off him/her and/or when it affected their (or others’) grades. In addition, 8.0% of the students 
would report cheating incident when they witnessed it or had proof. 

 

2: What do you think TTU should do about Academic Integrity on campus? 

Of the 678 valid surveys, 503 (74.2%) responded to this question Once again, because some responses 
could be categorized into more than one theme, there were 514 useable responses, which were 
categorized into 9 themes.  

The following table and chart outline the different response themes, the frequency of responses, and 
the percentage of responses in each theme. 

 

Theme Frequency of response 

Having stricter rules and severe consequences (probation, suspension, 
expulsion, etc.) 

159 

Raising awareness; promoting it; educating students (workshops, 
seminar, classes, syllabus, etc.) 

86 

Already doing well; continuing with what it's doing 61 

Enforcing the policy 50 

Preventing cheating; monitoring it better (surveillance, changing tests, 
more TAs, etc.) 

36 

I don't know; not sure; N/A 24 

Encouraging integrity; rewarding honesty 14 

Improving it 12 

Not much you can do; students will always find ways to cheat 8 

Others (miscellaneous responses) 64 

TOTAL 514 
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Approximately one third of the respondents (30.9%) believed that TTU should have stricter policy and 
severe consequences, and 9.7% stressed that TTU should really enforce the policy it has. Some 
respondents (16.7%) thought there should be more promotions to raise awareness and more education 
programs to teach academic integrity, while 11.9% of the students believed that TTU had already done a 
great job and should continue with what it had been doing. 

 

  

12.5% 

1.6% 

2.3% 

2.7% 

4.7% 

7.0% 

9.7% 

11.9% 

16.7% 

30.9% 

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 

Others 

Not much you can do; students will always find ways 
to cheat 

Improving it 

Encouraging integrity; rewarding honesty 

I don't know; not sure; N/A 

Preventing cheating; monitoring it better 
(surveillance, changing tests, more TAs, etc.) 

Enforcing the policy 

Already doing well; continuing with what it's doing 

Raising awareness; promoting it; educating students 
(workshops, seminar, classes, syllabus, etc.) 

Having stricter rules and severe consequences 
(probation, suspension, expulsion, etc.) 
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Comparison 2010-2011 

The Academic Integrity Survey was also administered on Arbor Day in 2010. The following table 
compares the 2010 and 2011 scores. 

 

Questions 2010 2011 Difference 

1: Academic Integrity means that you are accountable for your 
own work. 

99.0% 98.4% -0.6% 

2: Making a personal decision to adhere to the standards of 
ethical behavior is part of academic integrity. 

97.3% 96.3% -1.0% 

3: Ethical behavior and independent thought are not important 
for achieving academic success. 

86.3% 88.8% 2.5% 

4: Trust and respect among students, faculty, and staff are 
essential components of education. 

96.1% 98.2% 2.1% 

5: Academic Integrity is the foundation of professional and 
educational careers. 

96.0% 97.3% 1.3% 

6: Don’t worry about plagiarism if you use the web; things from 
the web do not need to be cited. 

91.3% 93.2% 1.9% 

7: Copying from another student or source during a test is 
cheating. 

92.8% 95.0% 2.2% 

8: Obtaining a test or solutions to a test before taking it, without 
permission from your professor to do so, is cheating. 

78.9% 87.3% 8.4% 

9: Using materials from other sources and presenting it as your 
own work is plagiarism. 

91.5% 92.3% 0.8% 

10: Not citing materials or ideas from other sources in your work 
is plagiarism. 

90.3% 93.2% 2.9% 

11: It is not ok to collaborate with other students on academic 
assignments without permission from your professor. 

71.5% 67.3% -4.2% 

12: Submitting false information in order to get an extension on 
an assignment or to take a quiz/test later is considered 
“misrepresenting facts” (eg., a false doctor’s note). 

91.0% 91.0% 0.0% 

Extra Question: Submitting incorrect and incomplete information 
to the university is considered ‘falsification of academic records’ 
(e.g., omitting some transcripts from previously attended 
colleges).” 

91.8% N/A N/A 

Note: In 2010 administration, there were 13 true-or-false questions; the 2011 administration only had 12. The 
thirteenth question is entered as Extra Question in this table. 

 

Overall, students’ scores to almost all questions in 2011 were similar to the scores in 2010, with the 
exception of question 8 and 11.  

There was an 8.4%-point increase in the score for question 8 between 2010 and 2011: 

 Q 8: Obtaining a test or solutions to a test before taking it, without permission from your 
professor to do so, is cheating. 
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In 2010, the wording for question 8 had included a double negative: “Obtaining a test or solutions to a 
test before taking it, without permission from your professor to do so, is not cheating.” The 2011 
administration removed the word “not” and saw an 8.4%-point increase in correct responses. This 
increase could mean that students did have general knowledge about appropriate test-taking activities. 
It may also mean that the revised wording made the meaning of the statement clearer to students in 
2011.  

 

The 2011 results also show some score decreases. There was a 4.2%-point decrease in the score for 
question 11 between 2010 and 2011: 

 Q 11: It is not ok to collaborate with other students on academic assignments without 
permission from your professor 

The wording of question 11 has changed slightly:  in 2010, the wording was “It is ok to collaborate with 
other students on academic assignments without permission from your professor,” and the percentage 
of correct responses was 71.5%. The 2011 administration added the word “not,” making it double 
negative and the percentage decreased to 67.3%. The wording change may have introduced reader 
confusion.  

In addition to the score decrease, it is also noted that the scores of Question 11 in both administrations 
were the lowest among all questions. It is likely that the term “academic assignments” does not 
specifically define what kinds of assignment the question refers to. Students may have had different 
ideas of when collaboration was ok and not ok for different types of assignments. It is also possible that 
students believe it is ok to work with others UNLESS the professor explicitly forbids it. 

 

Besides the differences in score mentioned above, the score to question 3 is also noted to be lower than 
scores to most other questions both in 2010 (86.3%) and 2011 (88.8%). 

 Q 3: Ethical behaviors and independent thought are not important for achieving academic 
success 

In both administrations, the negative wording “not” was underlined, and there was an increase in score 
(2.5%), which could suggest that students’ general knowledge of ethics in relation to academic success 
has slightly improved. On the other hand, the somewhat low scores in both years may reveal an area for 
further education. 

 

In sum, the results of questions 3, 8, and 11 show that students may have been uncertain about the 
concept of academic success, as well as whether collaboration on assignments or test reviews is 
permissible if either activity had not been explicitly forbidden by professors. 
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Conclusion 

The 2011 survey sample seems to be a fairly good representation of the population of all TTU students. 
With an average score of 91.5%, students did very well on this assessment of their comprehension of 
academic integrity. On the other hand, more than 10.0% of students answered incorrectly on 3 
questions: 

 Q 3: Ethical behaviors and independent thought are not important for achieving academic 
success (10.5% incorrect). 

 Q 8: Obtaining a test or solutions to a test before taking it, without permission from your 
professor to do so, is cheating (12.4% incorrect). 

 Q 11: It is ok to collaborate with other students on academic assignments without permission 
from your professor (32.3% incorrect). 

These incorrect answers may suggest three areas where some students lack understanding about 
academic integrity: the definition of academic success, the definition of cheating, and when it is okay to 
collaborate with other students on assignments. These three questions were worded negatively, and it 
was possible that students rushed through the survey and did not notice the words “not” and/or 
“without.” Thus, students may in fact know that ethical behaviors and independent thought are 
important and that obtaining a test or solutions to a test without permission from professor is cheating, 
but selected the wrong answer on the survey because of confusing wording or because they were 
rushing to complete the instrument. Since we do not know for certain why students gave incorrect 
answers to these questions, all three may be good areas to address in educating students about 
academic integrity during the next academic year.  

In 2011, more than 70.0% of students responded to the two open-ended questions, a significant 
increase from 2010 (2.7%). Their enthusiasm and comments show that most of them understood 
academic integrity and were confident in voicing their opinions. Most respondents indicated that they 
would report cheating incidents, and many said they would not shy away from the severe consequences 
of violating the enforced policy.  
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Appendix A: The Survey 

 


