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PURPOSE: To provide the highest quality of care to various species of animals in order to 
prevent the development of disease or disorders that could compromise research studies. 
 
I. BIO-SECURITY PROCEDURES 
It is critical that contamination to and from animals housed in the animal rooms in Animal and 
Food Sciences be controlled by establishing bio-security rules for personnel with access to 
the rooms. 
 Risks for contamination are live pigs held at the Meats Lab, Animal Care Services 
personnel that clean the rooms, research staff and student workers, visitors (tours), vendors 
and Physical Plant repairmen.  Basic procedures will provide minimal protection to the 
research animals in the rooms, personnel that work with the research animals, animals at the 
New Deal farm and any pets or other livestock belonging to staff personnel. 
 
 LEVEL 1 (Basic) 
  

1) A disinfectant foot bath will be in place just inside the door. Anyone entering the 
facility will be required to step into the foot bath.  The disinfectant in the bath 
will be maintained at an appropriate level for proper sanitation of footwear. 

 
2) Plastic, disposable boots may be slipped over street shoes upon entry through 

the locked door from the hallway.  New or used boots will be stored just inside 
the entry door.  Upon exit from the facility, plastic boots that are re-usable will 
be placed in a box by the door.  Used boots must be disinfected in the foot bath 
before stored for future use. 
 

3) Wear a smock, lab coat or other clothing to cover street cloths while in the 
facility. 

 
4) Wear disposable gloves while in the facility.  

 
5) If animals are being transferred into or out of the facility, the first entry of people 

should be through the hallway door following procedures 1, 2, & 3, then walking 
to and opening the roll-up door.  If the outside area is “clean” (free of manure, 
people traffic, etc.) plastic boots and other attire may be worn to transfer 
animals. 

 
Animal Care Services personnel will use rubber boots and their designated clothing 

while working in the facility.  Animal Services and the researchers should make periodic Risk 
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Assessments for cross-contamination between the AFS Animal Rooms and ESB or other 
campus sites. 
 

Personnel involved in surgical procedures within the facility will determine their own 
respective needs for foot gear and clothing. 
 
  When animals have left the rooms the facility will be washed and sanitized.  If the rooms are 
idle for one month or more, the facility will be washed and sanitized again prior to animals 
arriving.  Bio-security SOP of wearing rubber or disposable boots will continue in effect 
regardless of whether animals occupy the rooms or not.  The facilities will be considered 
SEPARATE and/or CLEAN as the normal operating procedure.   
 
II. ANIMAL HEALTH MONITORING 
 

1. The Principle Investigators, Graduate Students and/or Laboratory Animal Technician 
daily observe animals. 

2. All animals will be observed daily for any evidence of illness or a change in behavior 
and the “Daily Observation Record” is completed. 

3. Each day, animal care staff will record the minimum and maximum temperature and 
humidity on the room temperature chart.  Check the room for operational deficiencies. 
Report any problems to the Building Work Order Coordinator or the Facility Manager. 
Food and water (unless specified) will be replaced as necessary When an 
investigator, technician or animal care personnel veterinary care they should follow 
the directions under “Health Care”.  
 

III. ANIMAL ROOM SANITATION 
 

1. Prior to room occupation, the room will be foamed with an EPA registered disinfectant 
(ie. Quatricide) solution according to manufacturer recommendations.  At the end of 
the sanitation, the room will be rinsed with hot (180 F) water.  Workers will wear 
plastic gloves, a face shield and rubber boots when operating the 180 F water supply.  
Room will be allowed to dry before animals are brought in. 

2. After a room is vacated, the room will be sanitized in the same manner. 
3. Floors are swept or hosed and/or mopped with an EPA registered disinfectant solution 

according to manufacturer recommendations. once a week minimum.   
4. Sinks are cleaned and wiped daily as needed.  
5. Walls and ceiling are sponge mopped with an EPA registered disinfectant solution 

according to manufacturer directions. 
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IV. RODENTS 
  
Solid bottom rodent cages: Cages, lids, and bottles are changed 1/week with <2 rats and <2 
mice and more frequently otherwise. 
 

1. Suspended wire bottom cages will not be used in this facility.  
2. Stainless steel hoppers, hanging wire feeders, or cups or bowls are sanitized at least 

once every 2 weeks in a mechanical washer or cage washer. 
3. Bottles and sipper tubes are sanitized in mechanical washer at least weekly. 
4. Enrichment devices are sanitized in cage washer when there is bedding or cages 

changes.  Some enrichment devices cannot be washed in the cage washer.  In such 
cases, we will autoclave, disinfect with a disinfectant solution or (other solution 
approved by the Attending Veterinarian) or use non-reusable enrichment devices that 
come disinfected from the vendor.  

5. Racks and shelves washed and sanitized a minimum of once a month. 
6. Cage cleaning procedure:  

a. Clean, plastic-wrapped cages will be available for change-out. 
b. Cages will enter the animal facility, wrapped and will be unwrapped in the animal 
facility hallway. 
c. Clean filter-top cages will be placed in the room and bedding will be added.  Mice in 
dirty cages will be transferred to the clean cages. 
d. Dirty cages will be wrapped in plastic. 
e. Dirty cages will be transported to a facility with a sanitizing cage washer.  At that 
facility the cages will follow that facility’s cage cleaning SOP.  The cages will then be 
wrapped in plastic prior to return to the AFS facility. 
f. Workers changing cages will wear a lab coat, dust mask, gloves (ex., latex) and 
shoe covers. 

 
V. SWINE  
 

1. Swine will be housed in commercial swine pens.  These pens are raised off the floor 
and have plastic grid floors with metal rails. 

2. The floor will be hosed down with warm water daily. 
3. The pens of newly weaned will have feces scraped out daily.  When the pigs are older 

the feces can be hosed out with warm water.  This will prevent younger pigs from 
becoming hypothermic from a wet pen. 

4. Pigs are fed free choice TTU milled swine diet according to age unless otherwise 
stated. 

5. Water is provided with an automatic watering nipple that is checked daily. 
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VI. CATS  
 

1. Cats are only held in AFS for fasting prior to spaying or neutering (Barn Cat Protocol, 
10053-08) and then post surgery until the clinical vet has determined they are ready 
for release. 

2. Cats will be housed in large dog transport cages or crates with a litter box and a towel 
or blanket for comfort. 

3. The litter box will be scooped out daily. 
4. Cats are fed free choice commercial dry cat food and a spoonful of canned cat food 

once a day. 
5. Fresh water is provided daily. 

 
 

VII. SURGICAL SUITE      
       

1. The AFS Surgical Suite contains a hydraulic lift surgery table, surgical lamp, vital 
signs monitor, an animal prep area and hands-free surgeons sink.  

2. The surgical suite is disinfected prior to a scheduled surgery and thoroughly cleaned 
and disinfected with an EPA registered disinfectant solution according to manufacturer 
recommendations after the surgery. 

 
VIII. HEALTH CARE 
 

Everyone with access to the animal facility is responsible for informing the University 
Veterinarian when an animal becomes ill or a change in behavior is noted. Seriously ill 
animals should be reported IMMEDIATELY to the veterinarian. When an investigator, 
technician, or animal care personnel requires veterinary assistance, they should: 
 
A. Complete the “Animal Observation Report” in the Notebook.  Indicate the date, room 

number, animal number/cage ID, and problem observed, and ensure that the name 
(or initials) of the person making the report is recorded. 
 

B. Contact the Clinical Veterinarian or the ACS Facility Manager at: 
 
1. Dr. Tiffanie Brooks, University Veterinarian, Animal Care Services.  

806-834-8588 Office   
806-239-2120 Cell Phone 
 

2. Carla Grisham, Manager, Animal Care Services. 
806-834-3437 Office 
254-913-5156 Cell Phone 
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C. Provide all the above information to the individual contacted above, who will give 
advice and authorization for the action(s) that should be taken. 
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