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of the cornerstones upon which Tech Law was built, and is
reflected in our students’ outstanding bar passage rates and in
their rapid and successful integration into the legal profession.
We were able to demonstrate the value of a Tech Law education
again this spring when Texas Tech led all Texas schools in first-
time bar pass rate with a score of 90.63%. We are proud of
and proud for our students who are now licensed members of
our profession.

Also at the school, we are beginning to leverage the Law
School’s new centers of excellence. From November 2 to 4,
20035, the Center for Water Law and Policy, under the superb
leadership of Associate Professor Gabriel Eckstein, hosted its
first symposium: “Priceless, Worthless, or Immeasurable: The
Value and Ethic of Water.” Because of his national and interna-
tional standing as a leading expert on water law issues, Professor
Eckstein was able to attract water law and policy experts from
all over the world. The symposium was conducted in conjunc-
tion with the Texas Tech Law Review, which will dedicate an
entire issue to the papers generated by the conference.

Moreover, on June 28, 2005, Associate Dean Rick Rosen,
Director of the Center for Military Law & Policy, testified in
Washington, D.C., before the Independent Review Panel study-
ing the effectiveness and efficiency of legal advice within the
Department of Defense. The Panel is co-chaired by former
Secretary of the Air Force F. Whitten Peters and former Secretary
of the Army John O. Marsh, Jr. I was also honored to be
appointed by Secretary Rumsfeld as a Panel member. The Panel
was chartered by Congress in this year’s Defense Authorization
Act, and it is our goal to recommend statutory, regulatory, and
policy changes to improve the effectiveness of the legal support
provided to our Defense leadership and to the armed forces. We
are pleased that Tech Law was selected to help further that laud-
able national goal.

Back on the home front, we experienced some changes on our
faculty. After 33 years of outstanding service as a professor and
a dean, Professor Jim Eissinger is retiring. Luckily, however, we
were able to convince Jim to continue teaching on a part-time
basis, and he will teach his popular elective courses in the Spring
2006 semester. We are also sorry to lose Assistant Professor
Sonya Garza, a promising young clinical professor who depart-
ed Lubbock and Texas Tech for Boston and the New England
School of Law after only a year on the high plains.

We have, however, hired three outstanding new faculty mem-
bers: Governor Preston Smith Professor Gerry Beyer, who I
mentioned above; Associate Professor Wendy Tolson Ross, who
also comes to us from St. Mary’s and will teach in our clinical
program; and Associate Professor Michael Hatfield, who joins
us from private practice in San Antonio and will teach marital
property, wills and trusts, and Federal income tax.

Two of our faculty members are visiting other law schools
this academic year: J. Hadley Edgar Professor Rachel Van
Cleave is a visiting professor at the University of California
Hastings College of Law, and Assistant Professor Larry

Cunningham is at Texas Wesleyan University School of Law. We
are pleased that Rachel and Larry have these opportunities to
“bear our banners far and wide,” but we will be equally pleased
to see them back in their Tech Law classrooms.

Also in the faculty arena, with mixed emotions we announce
we are also without Robert H. Bean Professor Victoria Sutton
this year. Vickie was recently appointed by President Bush to
become Chief Counsel in the Office of Research and Innovative
Technology Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation.
While we will miss her significant and varied contributions in
Lubbock, we also value the prestige for our law school associat-
ed with such a significant appointment, and we know Professor
Sutton will bring valuable experiences with her when she returns
to Tech Law. We wish Vickie well on her sojourn inside the
Beltway, and we look forward to her return.

None of the foregoing accomplishments would be possible with-
out the financial and moral support of our loyal and generous
alumni. I look forward to seeing many of you at an alumni event
either in Lubbock or in your area, and I thank you for all that
you do for the Texas Tech School of Law.

N Hfp—

Walter B. Huffman
Dean and Professor of Law
Class of ’77
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DONORL

$100 - $249

Johnny Actkinson (*73)

Richard Alan Anderson

Tacie Ball (°02)

Barry Beer (’81)

Bob Black (°81)

Richard Bowersock (’80)

Tom Bowman (’73)

Boyd & Associates

Doug Bryant (°01)

Ruth Cantrell (*84)

Law Offices of Sam J. Chase (*72)

Kelly Clark

Annette M. Coats (’98)

Donna Courville (°94)

Daniel (’82) & Charla (’83) Edwards

Mark J. Elmore (°02)

Thad Floyd (*73)

Janet Follstaedt

Benjamin David Lee Foster (*01)

Robert V. Garcia, Jr. (°79)

R. Charles Gentry (’69)

Alton R. Griffin

Anne M. Hazlewood (°79)

Robert B. Hirschhorn

Jennifer Hodgkins (’99)

Jimmy D. “Skip” Hulett (’83)

David A. Johnson (*01)

T. Dale Jones

Steven Keng (*76)

Wade King (°03)

James H. Kreimeyer

Law Offices of Goldstein,
Goldstein & Hilley

Law Offices of Nelson & Nelson

Lauren Lockett (°01)

Kevin (°02) & Heidi Maher

George R. Milner

Sara F. Moore (*90)

William R. Moore

William R. & Kathleen B. Moss

Brian Murray (*82)

Douglas O’Roarke

Kimberly Phillips

Hal R. Ray

Dennis R. Reeves (’§2)

Lee Ann Reno (°94)

Robert Hinton & Associates, P.C.

Polk F. Robison

James T. Shelton (’83)

Gregory E. Smith (°99)

Aaron A. Wagner (°02)

Shirley Warren (*83)

Misti K. Weeks (°01)

Rebecca Dale Westfall (°76)

George & Vivian Wilson
John P. Young (’75)

Up to $100

Sean Patrick Abeyta

Daniel L. Adcock (°87)

John & Carroll Akard

Anna Kingsley Alvarado (’94)

Amicus Financial Advisors, Greg
Maxwell (°03)

David Berger (*91)

Tanya L. Boucher (°01)

Stan Brown

J. Craig Brummett (*71)

Casey Carson

ChevronTexaco

Clinton W. Cook

John M. Davis, Jr. (°72)

Bill & Marilyn Dean

Clay Dodson

Robert Doty (*76)

Larry A. Elms

Kenneth Geihsler & Shannon Brady

A Jimmy Hammons (’82)

Michael & Anita Heiskell

Doug Hendrick

Hund & Harriger

JR Matthews & Associates L.L.C.

Marcie Johnson (°05)

Wesley (°02) & Leticia Keng

Sherylynn Ann Kime-Goodwin (°94)

Jerry Kolander (*71)

Law Office of David Getz (°92)

Law Office of Peter Lopez (*99)

Law Offices of Bonner Smith (*77)

Law Offices of Emmett Harris

Law Offices of Ken Cowling, Jr. (’81)

James & Cheri Livermore

Ross Longo (°02)

Sandy McDonald

Carlton & Amy McLarty

Patrick S. Metze

Jack O. Nelson

Beixin Ni

Jetf Nicholson (*90)

Sam Ogan (’82) & Debra Thomas (°97)

Ross Palmie

Phi Alpha Delta

Derek & Penny (°92) Phillips

Kerry E. Piper (°86)

Plains Capital Bank

Mary Pollard

Quinn Pollard

Penny Lynn Prater (’86)

G. Dwayne Pruitt

Robinson & Smart, P.C.
Mario Rodriguez (°95)
Richard & Randee Rosen
Brian & Jeannine Shannon
Jim Shaw

Joseph Gordon Shouse
Thomas Slowik & Susan Rowley
Smith & Liggett, P.C.

Tom & Sherri Stanfield

The Real Estate Center, Inc.
Sol (°82) & Sandra Thomas
Denette Vaughn (’81)

William Vitz

Mrs. John M. Watson

Rush S. Wells

William Stephen White (*91)
Tom Whiteside (°76)

Trevor (°03) & Lisa Woodruff
Steven R. Zahn (°98)

My personal thanks to all of you
who contributed this year to our
Annual Excellence Fund
campaign. Your unrestricted
donations to the Excellence
Fund are especially important
because, among other things,
they belp support our student
competitions around the nation,
internships with key government
offices and agencies, and
distinguished visiting speakers to
our school. These funds are also
critical to our ongoing effort to
build our Alwmni network and
assist our Alumni through
increased publications (such as
this magazine), and a wide range
of Alumni events. Thanks again
for your contribution to this very
important fund. Please continue
your contributions, and this year,
encourage a fellow Alum to
contribute as well.

We all want Excellence.

Sincerely,

Walt Huffman
Dean
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