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Processional

Welcome
Jack Wade Nowlin
Dean and Glenn D. West Endowed Professor of Law

Greetings
Lawrence Schovanec, Ph.D.
President, Texas Tech University

Keynote Address
Justice Judy Parker ’85
Court of Appeals for the Seventh District of Texas

Hooding of Graduation Candidates
John R. Delony, Ph.D.
Associate Dean for Student Life

Hooding Professors
Brian D. Shannon
Paul Whitfield Horn Professor

Kyle Velte
Visiting Assistant Professor of Law

Farewell Remarks for the Class
Julie Jaimes-Vazquez ’17

Closing Remarks
Dean Nowlin

Recessional



About Texas Tech University School of Law

Founded in 1967, Texas Tech University School of Law boasts a rich history. In the 1930s, Alvin R. Allison, a self-
described “country lawyer from Levelland,” could not afford to attend one of the three American Bar Association-
accredited law schools in Texas. Instead of attending law school, he earned his law license by apprenticing under 
a local attorney for two years and passing the Texas Bar Examination in 1934.

His struggle to become a lawyer inspired his quest to establish a law school in West Texas at his alma mater, Texas 
Technological College. The Texas Tech Board of Directors hired Richard B. Amandes as the School of Law’s first 
dean in 1966, and in 1967, the first class, comprised of 72 students, enrolled at Texas Tech Law. The ABA granted 
accreditation to the school in August 1970, which followed accreditation from the Supreme Court of Texas in 1968. 
In 1969, Texas Tech Law gained membership to the Association of American Law Schools, and in 1974, was elected 
to the Order of the Coif, a qualification shared by less than half of the nation’s law schools.

Since opening, the School of Law has graduated more than 8,000 students, including the first woman to head a 
major federal-law enforcement agency, the Army’s highest-ranking legal officer, general counsels of corporations, 
elected officials, state and federal judges, and some of the nation’s top litigators. 

Texas Tech Law offers a robust clinical program, three academic centers, 10 dual-degree programs, three 
concentration programs, a regional-externship program, a recognized legal-practice program, a public-service 
graduation requirement, and a nationally competitive advocacy program that boasts 42 national and international 
championships. In 2016, the Blakely Advocacy Institute ranked Texas Tech Law number 1 for moot-court programs.

Texas Tech Law attracts professors who are passionate about teaching. In fact, Texas Tech Law has won the 
University’s Departmental Excellence in Teaching Award three times in recent years, two professors have been 
recognized with the Chancellor’s Council Distinguished Teaching Award since Fall 2013, and seven professors 
are elected members of the prestigious American Law Institute. Texas Tech Law is also the only law school in the 
country to have had an entire court—the Seventh Court of Appeals in Amarillo—teach a full-year course.

With quality students, talented faculty, and devoted staff, the School of Law continues to produce gifted attorneys 
who practice across the state, region, and country.

Mission Statement

The mission of the Texas Tech University School of Law is to prepare individuals for the effective and ethical 
practice of law in a rapidly changing, diverse, and interconnected world; to engage in meaningful scholarship; and 
to foster a culture of public service.

Vision Statement

To be a premier student-centered law school developing effective, ethical lawyers and leaders for Texas and for the 
diverse world of the 21st century.
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About the Doctor of Jurisprudence Academic Regalia

Tam
Instead of undergraduate or master’s degree mortarboard and tassel, law and other doctoral degree graduates 
wear a velvet tam with a short gold tassel.

Gown
Texas Tech Law graduates wear a black gown. To distinguish it from undergraduate or master’s degree gowns, the 
Doctor of Jurisprudence gown bears three black velvet bars on the arms and black velvet panels down the front 
of the gown.

Hood
As is customary with doctoral degrees, a law graduate carries the hood, and a person with the same degree places 
the hood on the graduate. The hood’s exterior is black while its interior has purple velvet, signifying a degree in 
the law.
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About the
Keynote Speaker



Justice Judy Parker was appointed to the Court of Appeals for the Seventh District of Texas by Governor Greg 
Abbott on August 17, 2017. The Seventh Court of Appeals sits in Amarillo, Texas and has intermediate appellate 
jurisdiction of both civil and criminal cases appealed from forty-six counties in the Texas Panhandle and South 
Plains. 

Justice Parker’s service as a judge spans over twenty-three years. Prior to joining the Court of Appeals, Justice 
Parker served as Judge of County Court at Law #3 of Lubbock County from 2008-2017. As a trial judge, she presided 
over complex cases involving multiple areas of law including consumer, contract, commercial, personal injury, 
real estate, family, probate, and guardianship. She served as the Administrative Judge for the Lubbock County 
Courts at Law from 2014-2016. Justice Parker was the Associate Judge of Lubbock County from 1994-2008, hearing 
all aspects of family law litigation, including child abuse and neglect cases, and juvenile detention hearings. She 
presided over Lubbock County Family Recovery Court, a drug court involving child abuse and neglect cases, from 
2008 to 2010. During her tenure on the bench, Justice Parker has presided over thousands of civil, probate, and 
family law cases, and is highly respected by both lawyers and litigants for her fairness, judicial temperament, 
knowledge of the law, and her prompt decision making. 

Justice Parker began her legal career as an associate at Purdom Law Offices, P.C., in Lubbock, practicing general 
civil litigation in Lubbock and the surrounding counties for more than nine years. She earned her B.A. from Angelo 
State University, cum laude, in 1982. She received her J.D. from Texas Tech University School of Law in 1985. She is 
admitted to practice before the United States Supreme Court and the Northern District of Texas.

Throughout her legal and judicial career, Justice Parker has served her community and her profession on both 
the state and local level. Justice Parker is a founding member, Judicial Master, and current President of the Texas 
Tech University School of Law American Inn of Court. In addition, she is the Past President of the Lubbock Area 
Bar Association and Lubbock County Young Lawyers Association, Life Fellow of the Texas Bar Foundation, past 
Chair of the Texas Young Lawyers Association, and member of the statewide workgroup on Pro Bono since 2014. 
Justice Parker is a graduate of Leadership Lubbock, Immediate Past Chair of Lubbock Area United Way Board, 
sustaining member of the Junior League of Lubbock, member of Southwest Lubbock Rotary Club for twenty years, 
and member of Lubbock Area Republican Women since 1998.

Justice Parker was born in Brownwood, Texas and grew up on a ranch in Southern Brown County. She and her 
husband Scott have been married for 26 years and they have three adult children, Lindsey, Lauren and Travis. The 
Parkers are active members of the First Baptist Church of Lubbock.
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Hooding
Candidates 



Candidates for the Doctor of Jurisprudence

Candidate · Hooding Attorney/Professor

Nicolas Arkells
Hooding Professor
B.S., Texas A&M University
M.B.A., Texas Tech University*
Law & Science Concentration

Winston O. Franks
Hooding Professor
B.A., Texas Tech University

Christopher Scott Inks
Hooding Professor
B.I.S, Angelo State University
M.S., Angelo State University

Julie Jaimes-Vazquez
Hooding Professor
B.S., Midwestern State Univeristy

Teresa Marie McGonagill
Professor William R. Keffer
B.S., University of Arizona
M.A., Webster University

Tyler Edward Merolla
Professor Kyle C. Velte
B.B.A., University of Texas at San Antonio
M.B.A., Texas Tech University*

William Jack Peterson
Kathryn Beer Beighley ’82
B.A., Texas Tech University
M.Phil., University of Cambridge
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Konrad Prus
Hooding Professor
B.A., University of Texas at Austin
M.S., Texas Tech University*

Christan Nichole Quiroz
Cassie Graydon ’17
B.B.A., Texas Tech University

Lionel “Jake” Roach
Lionel J. Roach
B.S., Texas State University

Daniel Sieloff
Professor Brian D. Shannon
B.A., Texas Tech University

Chet Southworth
Professor Jarod S. Gonzalez
B.S., Excelsior College
M.H.R.D./O.D., Friends University
M.B.A., Texas A&M Central Texas

Jennifer N. Vincent
Hooding Professor
B.A., University of North Texas
Law and Science Concentration

Russell S. Warren, III
Russell S. Warren, Jr.
B.S., United States Military Academy
M.S., Texas Tech University*

*    Denotes dual-degree program

Final Degree Evaluation

The listing of candidates and degrees in this program 
is preliminary and subject to final degree-requirement 
evaluation. A candidate earns a degree after the Registrar 
determines that the candidate has satisfactorily 
completed all graduation requirements and posted 
final grades on the official record. The diploma of Texas 
Tech University School of Law, signed and sealed by 
its appropriate officers, is the official public document 
proving that a degree has been awarded.



Student Organization Officers

Business and Bankruptcy Law Association
Second Year
Christopher Scott Inks · Treasurer

Delta Theta Phi
Third Year
Christian Nichole Quiroz · Dean

Second Year
Christan Nichole Quiroz · Treasurer

Federalist Society
Second Year
Daniel Sieloff · Internal Vice President

Intellectual Property Students Association
Third Year
Nicolas Arkells · Vice President

Second Year
Jennifer N. Vincent · President

Lavender Law
Second Year
Tyler Edward Merolla · President

Personal Financial Planning Legal Society
Second Year
Konrad Prus · President

Tech Law Hunting and Fishing Club
First Year
Winston O. Franks · Event Coordinator
Russell S. Warren III · Treasurer

Tech Law Military Association
Second Year
Teresa Marie McGonagill · Secretary
Tyler Edward Merolla · Treasurer

National Advocacy Teams

National Sports Negotiations Team, 2016
National Texas Young Lawyers Mock Trial Team, 2017
Teresa Marie McGonagill

Administrative Law Journal

Jennifer N. Vincent · Staff Editor (2016–2017)

Individual Achievement Awards

2017 Kenneth H. Burns Award
Christan Nichole Quiroz

Student Ambassadors

Teresa Marie McGonagill (2016–2017)

Regional Externs

Jennifer N. Vincent · Dallas
William Jack Peterson · Fort Worth
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Clinical Programs

Nicolas Arkells
Julie Jaimes-Vazquez
Chet Southworth

Advanced Alternative Dispute Resolution Clinic
Directors: Professor Larry R. Spain &
Adjunct Professor Gene Valentini

Lionel “Jake” Roach · Author

Journal of Biosecurity, Biosaftey, and 
Biodefense Law

William Jack Peterson
Chet Southworth

Pro Bono
Achievement Award



From the 2017–2018 Texas Tech Law Student Bar Association
John D. Garcia ∙ President

Andrew Tingan ∙ Vice President of Student Organizations
Alan Burrow ∙ Vice President of Finance

Barclay White ∙ Vice President of Administration

CONGRATULATIONS 
to the Class of December 2017!

Best of luck on the bar exam and 
your future endeavors.

Continue lighting the way!





Texas Tech University System Board of Regents

Texas Tech University School of Law Deans

Stephen Black, J.D., LL.M.
Associate Dean for Strategy & Innovation

John R. Delony, M.Ed., Ph.D.
Associate Dean for Student Life

Wendy-Adele Humphrey, M.Ed., J.D. ’01
Associate Dean for Admissions and
Educational Effectiveness

Alison G. Myhra, J.D., LL.M.
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

Frank Ramos, Jr., M.A., Ed.D.
Associate Dean for Administration and Finance

Victoria V. Sutton, M.P.A., J.D., Ph.D.
Associate Dean for Faculty Research and Development

Arturo Torres, M.Ed., M.L.S., J.D., Ph.D.
Associate Dean for Law Library

Amy Jarmon, M.Ed., Ed.D., J.D.
Assistant Dean for Academic
Success Programs

Ashley N. Langdon, J.D. ’11
Assistant Dean for Alumni Relations and 
Communications

Danielle Saavedra, J.D. ’15
Assistant Dean for Recruitment and Diversity Initiatives

Brian J. Uline, M.B.A.
Assistant Dean for Finance and Administration

Janessa Walls, M.B.A.
Assistant Dean of Academic Services

Jarett Lujan, San Angelo
Student Regent

Texas Tech University System Administrators

Robert L. Duncan, J.D. ’81
Chancellor

Kent R. Hance, J.D.
Chancellor Emeritus

John Esparza, Austin
Ronnie Hammonds, Houston
Christopher M. Huckabee, Fort Worth
J. Michael Lewis, Dallas

L. Frederick “Rick” Francis, El Paso
Chairman

Lawrence Schovanec, Ph.D.
President

Michael Galyean, Ph.D.
Provost and Senior Vice President of Academic Affairs

Mickey L. Long, Midland
John D. Steinmetz, Dallas
John Walker, Houston

Tim Lancaster, Abilene
Vice Chairman
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Jack Wade Nowlin, J.D., Ph.D.
Dean



Full-Time Faculty

Rishi R. Batra, J.D.
Associate Professor of Law; Director, Academy for 
Leadership in the Legal Profession

Dustin B. Benham, J.D.
Professor of Law

Gerry W. Beyer, J.D., LL.M., J.S.D.
Governor Preston E. Smith Regents Professor of Law

Stephen Black, J.D., LL.M.
Professor of Law

Bryan T. Camp, M.A., J.D., LL.M.
George H. Mahon Professor of Law

William R. Casto, J.D., J.S.D.
Paul Whitfield Horn Professor

Eric A. Chiappinelli, J.D.
Frank McDonald Professor of Law

Catherine Martin Christopher, J.D.
Associate Professor of Law; Director, Bar Preparation 
Resources

J. Wesley Cochran, M.L.L., J.D.
Jack F Maddox Professor of Law

Robert L. Duncan, J.D. ’81 
Professor of Law

Jarod S. Gonzalez, J.D.
Professor of Law

DeLeith Duke Gossett, J.D.
Professor of Law

Sally M. Henry, M.A.T., J.D.
Professor of Law

Wendy-Adele Humphrey, M.Ed., J.D. ’01
Associate Professor of Law; Director, Pre-Law Academy

Vaughn E. James, M.Div., M.B.A., J.D., Ph.D.
Judge Robert H. Bean Professor of Law

Travis Dale Jones, J.D.
Professor of Legal Practice

William R. Keffer, J.D.
Associate Professor of Energy Law; Director, Energy 
Law Program; Assistant Director, Bar Preparation 
Resources

Arnold H. Loewy, J.D., LL.M.
George R. Killam, Jr. Chair of Criminal Law

Patrick S. Metze, J.D.
Professor of Law; Director, Criminal Clinics

Richard W. Murphy, M.F.A., J.D.
AT&T Professor of Law

Alison G. Myhra, J.D., LL.M.
Professor of Law

Alyson L. Outenreath, J.D. ’00
Professor of Law

Dean G. Pawlowic, M.A., J.D.
Professor of Law

M. Alexander Pearl, J.D.
Associate Professor of Law; Director, Center for Water 
Law and Policy 

Tracy Hresko Pearl, M.Sc., J.D.
Associate Professor of Law

Jorge A. Ramírez, J.D.
Walter and Anne Huffman Professor of Law

Richard D. Rosen, J.D., LL.M.
Glenn D. West Endowed Professor of Law; Director, 
Center for Military Law and Policy

Wendy Tolson Ross, J.D.
Professor of Law; Director, Family Law and Housing 
Clinic 

Brian D. Shannon, J.D.
Paul Whitfield Horn Professor; Texas Tech University 
Faculty Athletics Representative

Brie D. Sherwin, M.S., J.D. ’01, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Law; Adjunct Professor, Texas 
Tech University Health Sciences Center Department of 
Public Health; Director, Dual Degree and
Concentration Programs

Robert T. Sherwin, J.D. ’01
Associate Professor of Law; Director, Advocacy 
Programs

Nancy J. Soonpaa, M.A., J.D.
Professor of Law; Director, Legal Practice Program

Larry R. Spain, J.D.
Alvin R. Allison Professor of Law; Director, Clinical 
Programs and Civil Practice Clinic
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Emeritus Faculty

David C. Cummins, J.D., LL.M.
Professor of Law Emeritus

Kent R. Hance, J.D. 
Chancellor Emeritus; Professor of Law Emeritus 

Walter B. Huffman, M.Ed., J.D. ’77
Dean Emeritus

Frank Skillern, J.D.
George W. McCleskey Professor of Water Law Emeritus

Victoria V. Sutton, M.P.A., J.D., Ph.D.
Paul Whitfield Horn Professor; Director, Center for 
Biodefense, Law, and Public Policy; Director, Law and 
Science Certificate Program and J.D./M.S. Program in 
Life Sciences

Arturo Torres, M.Ed., M.LS., J.D., Ph.D.
Professor of Law

Kyle Velte, J.D., LL.M.
Visiting Assistant Professor of Law

John L. Watts, J.D.
Charles B. “Tex” Thorton Professor of Law

Robert A. Weninger, LL.B., LL.M.
J. Hadley Edgar Professor of Law; Teaching Academy 
Representative

Bruce M. Kramer, J.D., LL.M.
Jack F Maddox Professor of Law Emeritus

Annette W. Marple, J.D. ’73
Associate Professor of Law Emeritus

Marilyn Phelan, J.D., Ph.D.
Paul Whitfield Horn Professor Emeritus

Rodric B. Schoen, J.D.
Charles B. “Tex” Thornton Professor of Law Emeritus

Jamie J. Baker, J.D., M.L.I.S.
Associate Director of the Law Library; Associate Law 
Librarian

Marin Dell, J.D., M.S.
Associate Law Librarian; Assistant Director for 
Electronic and Digital Services

Law Library Faculty

Alyson M. Drake, M.L.I.S., J.D.
Assistant Law Librarian; Assistant Director for Public 
Services; Adjunct Professor; Director of the Excellence in 
Legal Research Program
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Adjunct Faculty

C. Richard Baker, J.D.
Charles P. Bubany, J.D.
Hon. Ann-Marie Carruth, J.D. ’06
Bob Chanda, J.D.
Aaron R. Clements, J.D. ’96
Donna Courville, J.D. ’94
Ronn Garcia, J.D. ’08
Richard A. Ginsburg, M.B.A., J.D. ’94
Sarah M. Gunter, J.D. ’01
Hon. Leslie F. Hatch, J.D. ’88
Elizabeth Hill, M.Ed., J.D. ’12
Dustin Howell, J.D. ’08
Hon. James R. Jordan, J.D. ’77
Shery Kime-Goodwin, J.D. ’94
Ray Keith, J.D. 
Hon. Melissa J. McNamara, J.D. ’94

Cecilia H. Morgan, J.D. ’77
Sridhar Natarajan, M.D. 
Hon. Cathleen Parsley, J.D. ’81
Jill Patterson, Ph.D.
Rebecca Ramirez, J.D. ’05 
Rachel Ratcliff, J.D. ’03
Don R. Richards, J.D. ’84
Paul K. Stafford, J.D. ’94
Stephen Stone, J.D.
David N. Strange, J.D.
Gary R. Terrell, J.D. ’77
Lori Truitt, J.D. ’08
D. Gene Valentini, M.A., J.D.
Denette Vaughn, J.D. ’81
Lacey Watson, J.D. ’11
Glenn D. West, J.D. ’78



Staff

Paul Aguilar
Systems Administrator

Jo Ann Altman
Executive Associate to the Dean

Sal Becerra
Projects Manager/Administrative Offices Assistant,
Law Library

Jack Bishir
Programmer Analyst II, Law Library

Connie Bowers
Senior Business Assistant

Odilia Calderon
Serials/Library Specialist

William Clark
Help Desk Technician

B. Allison Clayton, J.D. ’07
Clinic Fellow, Innocence Clinic

Sherry Coffman
Acquisitions/Library Specialist

Tracy Coffman
Senior Business Assistant

Ryn Dunn
Programmer Analyst II

Alexandra English
Analyst II

Ray Espinoza
Web Applications Programmer

Rick Gomez
Mail-Supplementation/Library Specialist

Lisa Green, M.S.
Manager, Texas Tech Law School Foundation

Karen Holden
Director of Development and Donor Relations

Donna Jones
Senior Business Assistant; Journal Secretary

Lynn Karnavas
Executive Administrative Assistant

Sue Kelleher, M.L.I.S.
Assistant Director for Systems and Collections

David Kelly
Circulation Supervisor and Special Projects,
Law Library

Robyn Lamb
Assistant Registrar

Mark Langford
Senior Financial Aid Advisor

Joe Lara
Evening and Weekend Supervisor, Library

Nathan Leake, J.D.
Associate Director of Career Services

Erica Lux
Director for Calendar and Events

Q. Dwight McDonald, J.D. ’93
Clinic Fellow, Family Law/Housing Clinic and
Criminal Defense Clinic

Nancy Mojica
Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic Community
Outreach Coordinator

Melinda Moore
Lead Account Processor

Katie Moorhead
Administrative Coordinator
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Staff (cont.)

Barbara Painter-Moreno, M.A.
Assistant Director of Library Operations

Elma Moreno
Office Manager/Legal Assistant, Clinical Programs

Terri M. Morgeson, J.D. ’03
Director of Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic

Oscar Natividad, Jr.
Assistant Director of Design & Communications

Beixin Ni, M.A.
Technology Support Supervisor

Emily Rapp
Senior Business Assistant

Gregory Roberts
Director for Academic Technologies

Irma Shepler
Office Manager/Legal Assistant,
Caprock Regional Public Defender Office

Paula Smith, J.D. ’01
Director of Career Services

Natalie Tarenko, M.A., Ph.D.
Writing Specialist

Michele Thaetig
Senior Business Assistant

Janessa Walls, M.B.A.
Registrar

Donna Williams
Senior Admissions Counselor

Donnell W. Yandell, J.D. ’01
Chief Public Defender,
Caprock Regional Public Defender Office
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Texas Tech Law School Foundation
Board of Trustees — 2017–2018

Texas Tech Law School Foundation
Emeritus Trustees

Thomas G. Hall ’81, Fort Worth · President

Douglas C. Atnipp ’85, Houston
W C Bratcher ’75, Lubbock
Alberto Cardenas ’98, Houston
M.C. Carrington ’82, Beaumont
E. Mimi Coffey ’94, Fort Worth
Robert D. Collier ’73, Dallas
Joseph Coniglio ’97, Dallas
David W. Copeland ’82, Denver, CO
Erwin Davenport ’75, Wichita Falls
Gerald G. Dixon ’81, Albuquerque, NM
Suzan E. Fenner ’71, Richardson
Hon. Kem Thompson Frost ’83, Houston
Karolyne H. C. Garner ’06, Dallas
Laura P. Gordon ’83, El Paso
Mark A. Griffin ’79, Lubbock
Chester W. Grudzinski, Jr. ’81, Fort Worth
Art A. Hall ’96, San Antonio
David Hart ’86, Colleyville
Jeffrey W. Hellberg, Jr. ’96, Dallas
Michael J. Henry ’81, Fort Worth

William R. Allensworth ’74, Austin
John Crews, Lubbock
Gregory W. Curry ’89, Dallas
Martin W. Dies, III ’74, Orange
Kevin T. Glasheen ’88, Lubbock

Roger A. Key ’76, Lubbock
W. Mark Lanier ’84, Houston
William B. Mateja ’86, Dallas
Carmen S. Mitchell ’82, Dallas
Chris A. Peirson ’77, Dallas
Richard B. Roper, III ’82, Dallas
Barbara K. Runge ’74, Houston
David H. Segrest ’70, Dallas
Wade B. Shelton ’81, San Antonio
Paul K. Stafford ’94, Dallas
Mitchell A. Toups ’82, Beaumont
Diana M. Valdez ’04, El Paso
Darryl S. Vereen ’92, El Paso
Geoffrey D. Weisbart ’86, Austin
LaKeisha Forté Wells ’06, Dallas
Glenn D. West ’78, Dallas
Hon. Mollee E. Westfall ’94, Fort Worth
Mark D. White ’82, Amarillo
Jo Ben Whittenburg, III ’73, Beaumont

John T. Huffaker ’74, Lubbock
George H. Nelson, Lubbock
John E. Simpson, III ’74, Lubbock
Hon. E. Jeffrey Wentworth ’71, San Antonio
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Congratulations, 
Class of 2017!

Send your updates to communications.law@ttu.edu and keep 
tabs on your classmates via:

Texas Tech Lawyer annual magazine
The Sidebar Express monthly e-newsletter

Stay connected:

 @TTU_Law
 facebook.com/TexasTechLaw 
 bitly.com/TexasTechLaw  


