Meadowood Middle School Student Interview Dialogue:  June 7, 2007

Dr. Wood: Okay, you’re on.  Come on back together as a group when you’re done.  Take as much time as you like. (Dr. Wood leaves the lounge).
Emily:  It’s on? Hi, I’m Emily! It’s on? It’s on. 

Amanda: Introduce yourself first.

Emily: My name is Emily.  I’m in eighth grade, and I’m fourteen.  

Rico:  Hi.  My name is Rico Garcia, I’m in seventh grade, and…hi.  

Ben:  My name is Ben Mata, and I’m tight, and I’m in eighth grade.  

Kaylyn:  I’m Kaylyn Hikage and I’m in seventh grade.  

Samantha: I’m Samantha Ravenna and I’m in eighth grade, and I play violin, and it’s pretty sweet.

Emily:  Are we supposed to say our last name?  

Kaylyn: Okay, well, Emily’s last name is Agu, Agi, Ag, Agu-something (laughter). 

Emily: Aguilar.  

Amanda:   I’m Amanda Weineger and I’m in eighth grade.  

Samantha: So what do you guys think about this year?

Kaylyn: This year was fabulous because we had our…Dr. Wood. [laughter] He taught us a lot and made up for last year, because last year was pretty bad. 

(Two students interrupt her last statement):  You weren’t even here last year!

 Kaylyn: I HAD Mr. Darlig last year, just not at Warren! (Middle School)  

Ben: Yeah, it was horrible last year.

Emily: Last year was really bad.  We had to stop in the middle of a song, and I felt like the audience was laughing at us, so I’m really glad we had Dr. Wood this year.

Ben:  They were.  They were laughing at us.  I asked my mom, and she said they were laughing at us.

Rico:  I came here sometime in October from a different school, and I was blessed to have a very good teacher for my second year.  Thank God!

Samantha: My parents said we really improved, and we all learned vibrato and stuff, and we really improved our technique.  

Rico: Vibrato, vibrato!

Kaylyn:  My mom said that we are, like, a big step up from other classes, you know, the other orchestra, not to dis them or anything, but you know, she said…

Rico:  Dissss!

Kaylyn:  … that Dr. Wood did a really good job, that’s from my mom.

Rico:  What did everyone think about what we learned in class? 

Ben:  I thought, like, at the beginning of the year, we were going to be pretty good, but then when Dr. Wood started playing the scales and stuff like that…the easy stuff, we, like, sucked so bad it was embarrassing.  

Kaylyn:  I was actually in the lower class [nervous laughter], and then I moved up into the higher class because I tried out. 

(Someone makes a “raspberry” sound with their tongue) 
Samantha: Just let her talk!

Rico:  I didn’t even need to (try out); I just got thrown into the class. 

Emily:  Shut-up, Rico. 

Ben (sarcastically): Because you’re so good.

Rico:  Yeah, I’m special. 

Ben:  Oy! 

Amanda:  In the beginning of the year, when Dr. Wood first saw our positions and first heard us play, he said he wanted to “go home and get in bed and cry.”  

Kaylyn: Oh yeah.

Ben: No he didn’t!  

Emily: That was very mean. 

Samantha: I don’t recall that.  

Amanda:  Last year there wasn’t even a word for how bad we did.   

Samantha:  Our technique was so bad…we had the flat wrists and everything, and, you know, we had bad bow holds, but now, we’re pretty dang good.  

Rico: But the scales actually did help.  

(A brief pause, then laughter)
Samantha:  The finger pattern things really helped.  Now I’m fast! 

Ben: Ooooh!  

Emily: I thought you were going to say ‘fat’!  

Samantha:  I beat Ben! 

Ben ( interrupting), Hey, is that a Dr. Pepper in there? 

Emily: Hey, does somebody have a dollar?   

Kaylyn: Shut-up.

Ben: I get distracted easily. 

(Laughter)  

Ben: Okay, I apologize for getting distracted easily, and I just want to say that I learned a lot from Dr. Wood, and I’m glad that he became our teacher, but I’m sad that he’s gonna go back to Texas. 

Kaylyn: Yeah, I think the same thing.  

Rico (mock crying): We’re gonna miss ‘im, man! 

Samantha: Okay.  At the beginning of the year, I thought we would not be ready for high school, and that we would just be, well, a disaster for the rest of forever, but now I’m pretty confident that we will do good and excel…and…thank you, Dr. Wood!

Rico: This is not a news interview on the Oprah show, okay?

Ben: I know.

Samantha: I watch that show! 

Ben: (mimicking in a dramatic fashion): Yes. I will treasure this moment for the rest of my life.  I will never forget this great day.  That’s Oprah.

(Clapping noise)

Kaylyn: Let’s be serious! 

Ben: I know. 

Emily: Why are you clapping?  Since when are you the composer?  Wanna fight? 

Ben: Guys, this is a teacher’s thing (lounge), and then you just said, “let’s fight”. 

Kaylyn: Guys, guys…

Rico: Okay, what were some of your favorite songs, guys? 
Samantha:  I liked “Jupiter”; I liked “Spring Breezes” but I did not like “English Folk Song.”  

Emily: Ditto.  

Amanda: I loved that song. 

Ben:   I liked “Irish Folk Songs” and “Spring Breezes.”  I hated “Jupiter.”

Kaylyn:  Um, I didn’t like “Spring Breezes” so much because I didn’t, it was kind of hard, but it sounds good.  It sounded pretty good.  

Rico: Well, it’s from Asia.  Everything from Asia sounds good.  

Kaylyn: You know, Rico, shut up.  

Ben: I think you’re racist.

Rico: No I’m not. It was a compliment.  

Ben:  A racist compliment.

Samantha: I’ve discovered that I prefer harder music to easier music.  That’s why I didn’t like the “English Folk Song.” 

Ben: I do like challenging stuff.

Emily: I decided I liked ‘Spring Breezes’ because we got a standing ovation for one of our concerts, and that was really cool.  

Kaylyn: I agree.

Samantha: Yeah, that was a big improvement from last year.

Rico: From laughing to standing ovation.  That’s a big leap, man.  

Samantha: Yeah, like all the way to Jupiter.  

Rico: I liked “Variations on an Irish Tune,” “English Folk Song”….and “Gauntlet.”

Samantha: Oh yeah--and I loved “Ahab and the Furball.” It was really fun.  

Kaylyn:  I really like ‘Gauntlet’, because it sounded like, my dad said it sounded like you were in a movie, and it was like you’re running or something.   

Ben: The Matrix.  

Kaylyn: Yeah, like the Matrix.  It was like you were fighting or something.  

Rico: Yeah, except in that one you’re doing flips. 

Kaylyn:  Okay, so let’s be more organized. Okay, so each person say your favorite memory from this year. 
Emily: I think I’m ready for high school and the orchestra, but I’m still pretty nervous about leaving, especially this little shrimp over here.  

Rico: Hey! 

Ben: You know Rico, we’ll see you really soon.  

Samantha: I don’t think they’ll know who the little shrimp is. 

Emily: The little shrimp is Rico.  He’s my midget.  

(Laughter)  

Rico (Laughing): How rude. 

Emily: I think my favorite part of this year was how much we improved.  And I liked playing Gauntlet, because, I don’t know, I like minor scales.  Rico, it’s your turn.

Rico: I liked the standing ovation the most, especially that concert we had …It was very interesting to play this music…you know…to feel that great after playing that song…Spring Breezes…when we got through it. 

Kaylyn: I liked a lot of things; I liked…well, I don’t know how to say it, but Dr. Wood kinda made going to orchestra, you know, for first period, really fun, you know, it’s like something you look forward to, for me, at least…I don’t know about you guys…

Samantha: I agree.

Rico: It gave me a reason to wake up in the morning. 

Samantha: Exactly!

Ben: It sounds like you’re suicidal! 

(Lots of laughter) 

Kaylyn:  I need to finish what I was saying before.  

(Someone makes a farting noise)
Emily: Oh my god!

(Giggles)
 Kaylyn: Dr. Wood--first I thought he kind of scared me, at the beginning of the year, but then…you know…he’s a nice person.  I kind of figured that out.  And then, um, I was sad that he said he was going to move back to Texas, because he’s, like, one of the best teachers that I’ve had.  

Rico: Ditto.  

Samantha: Okay. I don’t really have one favorite memory…I just think the gradual improvement…it was really good, and really amazing. [laughter].  Well, maybe not amazing, but… it was really nice to, well, after a concert, going…you know…your parents go (from saying), “Greeeaat (said unenthusiastically)” to “That was wonderful!” (said sincerely).  

Amanda: And they’re crying.   

Ben: There is a fake “great,” like we got all last year 

Samantha: (reiterating): That was “greeeat.” 

Ben: And then there is the “wonderful” we got this year.  

Amanda:  At first, I realized at the beginning, just how sucky we were, but now, I’m just really excited going on to high school.  I wish for a lot of things, but one thing I really wish is that Dr. Wood could stay with us and he could have our class all the way through high school, and that he could teach us even more than we already know.  My favorite songs were “Jupiter” and “Spring Breezes,” but I did like the first violin part in Ahab and the Furball, but I didn’t have that part.  

Kaylyn (under her breath): Is Dr. Wood going to listen to this? 

Samantha: Maybe. 

Emily: Probably.  

Amanda: Okay, because (to Dr. Wood) I wanted to have first violin on Ahab and the Furball.

Ben: I want to play first violin. 

Emily (to Ben): You’re a viola! 

Ben: Yeah, we rock.  

Kaylyn:  What do you think helped the most? 
Ben:  Whoa, there’s no cellos in here!  

Rico:  I think our orchestra book. 

Samantha: Essential Elements (2000).
Rico: Yeah…Essential Elements…book two…I think that really did help, because we learned a lot of the scales we needed.

Ben:  I think that really helped us--because our intonation improved a lot.  At the beginning, like an f-sharp was the same as an f-natural and a “g,” and I think that Dr. Wood took the time and really made sure we knew the basics before we started playing other music.  We had to like start over at the beginning.  But, I thought it was a really good year for us, but I do wish that we had more concerts.  

Kaylyn:  I agree with Ben because my sister, who is also a violinist at Meadow High, she also said that our intonation was really good, and I think it was because of Dr. Wood, because he really worked with us and helped us make a good sound, and we could go from there.  

Samantha: So, last year, the problem was that our teachers made us play things that were too hard, and this year we started pretty much all over from the beginning, and that really helped because, you know, a lot of us didn’t have the skills we needed…and starting over just gave us a review, and helped with intonation, and getting our finger patterns faster, and slurs, and all of that stuff.

Kaylyn:  Like, pretty much we all agree that Dr. Wood really helped us and made us improve.  He is like the main person who made us improve.  I don’t know what else to say.  

Samantha:  I totally agree.  He pretty much saved our little violin butts. 

Emily: Exactly.

(Laughter) 

Samantha: …from future embarrassment and being looked down upon for the rest of our high school years, and being the losers…

Ben: I have to say that I was gonna quit orchestra after eighth grade, because I thought it was going to be boring, and then when Dr. Wood came along, it changed my complete attitude about orchestra, and now, I’m gonna play through high school, and hopefully college. 

Rico:  I love it now, man.

Samantha: Okay, last year, I completely hated orchestra even though I loved playing, and after this year, I’m pretty much obsessed, I guess you could say.  

Kaylyn: Last year, even though I didn’t go to Warren, I was in sixth grade… 

(Ben says something under his breath) 

Samantha: You know what, Ben? Shut-up.

Kaylyn: I had the same teacher as the seventh graders last year, which are the eighth graders now, which was Darlig,  I mean Mr. Darlig. 

Emily: Oh, I hated him.

Kaylyn: Wait, wait, wait (trying to regain the floor), So I had the same teacher, and we were like going through the same thing, even though we were at different schools, so I had a bad year, also, last year.  

Amanda:  Last year we had, I don’t know, maybe thirty, forty people in our orchestra class, and over half of them quit, because last year was just so horrible and scary…

Samantha: But they missed out on a great year, and that’s their problem.  

Amanda: They quit before we got Dr.Wood, so that was too bad.  

Ben:  I just have to say, ever since we got Dr.Wood, a lot more opportunities have come our way.  Like, last year, we didn’t even think about getting invited, to like an Honor Orchestra thing, but this year we got invited to it, so it was pretty cool.  So, I just wanna say ‘thanks, Dr.Wood’ for all the hard work he put into us, and I think it should pay off in the future, or right now.

Emily:  I really appreciate all that he’s done for us, because, like, I’ve turned into this person that kinda can play violin: I’ve transformed, and I’ve gotten way better.  And, my mom, she can actually be in the same room with me now when I practice. 

Rico: Wow.  I wish I could say the same, but I wasn’t from this school when that happened. 

Ben (imitating Rico): So I was naturally good.

Ben:  Last year, I didn’t even want to practice, and I think I, like, forgot the strings of the viola, but this year, I enjoy practicing, actually. 

Samantha:  (interrupting): He improved a lot, seriously. 

Ben: Yeah, seriously.  Last year, I didn’t even have a shoulder rest, but this year I’m like Pro, and, you know… 

Kaylyn (Sarcastically): Right.

Ben: …I’m the first chair viola, so there was a lot of pressure on me.  

Kaylyn (probably remembering a concert when he wasn’t):  No you weren’t.

Ben: Yeah, I am.

Amanda: Yeah, out of three violas.

Rico: Although, occasionally, the whole orchestra has to stop for Ben.  

Ben: Yeah, occasionally, I do slip up.  Some people, I think, have bad days. 

Emily: Yeah, and then there’s Rico, and he has problems with speeding up.  

Ben:  Yeah, and I do have to say…Dr.Wood has kept us from taking off when we play.

Amanda:  I must say that Mr. Darlig did not go away by himself.  He was, um, he was sorta fired because eventually it just got so bad that some of the kids complained.  

Ben:  We were bad from day one! 

Samantha: Okay.  So he couldn’t teach.  He couldn’t even teach us the basic stuff, and we were like, we were really bad.  And then, he would make us take away what we had already learned, but then he just left us.  Well, I’m kinda glad he left us. 

Rico: He went down with the ship and dragged us along.  

Ben: No.  He jumped off the ship, and he sank our ship with us on it.

Amanda: Exactly.

Samantha:  Basically, yeah.  Good metaphor, Ben.  Good metaphor. Then we all swam back and made it to the surface.  Then we found another ship that we liked, and we like, ‘Yeeeaahhh’.  

Rico: And that was Dr.Wood.  

Ben: Dr.Wood sent us a lifeguard boat and saved everyone--except for a couple people who didn’t want to play along.  

Emily: Dr.Wood’s ship was like a luxury ship compared to the ship we were on with Mr. Darlig.  That one was like made out of wood, and his was metal, and he had like all these really cool…

 Rico (interrupting, and in Austin Powers style): It was like Vegas, baby.  Yeah!  

Samantha: Is there anything anybody didn’t like, ‘cause I can’t think of anything. 

Ben: Yes. 

Samantha: Well, there was the one song I didn’t like, but I mean, that was okay. 

Ben:  Okay, if we’re talking about different songs, I hated a lot of the songs we played during the year.  And, I have to say, I did not like the finger patterns, because my fingers don’t wanna move that fast.  

Samantha: You’re just jealous because I beat you. 

Rico: Who really cared? The finger patterns helped! 

 Ben: I know they helped, but they were hard. 

Emily:  I’m gonna miss, like, being in orchestra with all of us together, and also hitting Courtney with my bow when Dr. Wood isn’t looking.  

Rico: And the occasional headlock (of his own head).
Ben:  I’m going to miss when Dr. Wood goes back and I go to Meadow High, and the state wrestling championships, I’m gonna miss that we like, didn’t, I don’t know, I’m gonna miss Dr. Wood, that’s all I’m saying. 

Rico:  I’m gonna miss him because I still…I have to spend another year here, and I would really love to have more experience with Dr. Wood, so I can learn a lot more. 

Kaylyn:  I’m really gonna miss all the people here, all the eighth graders going to Meadow High.  They’re kinda cool.

Rico: We’re going to lose a lot of our best players. 

Samantha: Thank you, Rico.

Ben: He’s talking to me. 

Kaylyn: And, also, I’m gonna miss Dr. Wood, because I don’t know who our next teacher is gonna be next year for orchestra, so I’m kinda worried that we might have same problem that we had last year. 

Samantha:  Okay, like all the other teachers, they just taught us music.  They didn’t really take it seriously.  It wasn’t like their life, you know.  

Emily: Yeah they did.

Several students: Nooo!  

Ben:  Well, for Dr. Wood, orchestra is like, well, it’s not his life, because he has a personal life, but it’s like, he loooves to teach orchestra, and that’s what he looves to do.  

Samantha: All the other teachers…they just…taught, you know.

Ben: Yeah, they just taught because, you know… ‘we need good co-pay’.  That’s what they did.

Rico: What do you mean? 

Samantha: And also, Dr. Wood knew us personally, and knew our problems, and other teachers that I’ve had, you know, they just, they might give you one correction, and they just…you know…

Kaylyn: I agree.  Because, a lot of the substitute teachers we had last year didn’t know how to pull it together. 

Ben: A LOT of substitute teachers. 

(Laughter)

Kaylyn: Well, a lot of the substitute teachers we had last year didn’t know how to play the violin, or anything…they would play, like, the trumpet. 

Samantha: They wouldn’t even correct us if we did something wrong, and they didn’t know us personally. 

Ben:  Last year, they would give like a mass correction to the group, even if didn’t apply to you.  But, Dr. Wood, like, once we got to September, and there were only three (school) days in August, he knew, like everyone’s problems, and he knew our weaknesses and our strengths and stuff, and then he worked with us individually, so we would like get better and all be on the same level.  And then, we’d go on as a group, instead of like, some people are good, some people stay behind…because their teacher doesn’t take the time with them.

Emily:  I thought it was cool, because most teachers are afraid to criticize you personally when you’re doing something wrong, but Dr. Wood, if we had something that we were doing wrong or something, he would personally criticize us, and then he would help us.  Yeah, he wasn’t afraid to say that in front of the whole group.

Kaylyn:  I agree with Emily because we also, like this year, well, Dr. Wood had a lot of control over the class. Like, last year, Mr. Darlig didn’t have any control, so everyone was, like, not even caring about playing.  They were just talking and stuff.  But, Dr. Wood had a lot of control. 

Rico (dramatically): He was like GOD, man…

Kaylyn: And that gave us more time to play and more time to learn, and stuff.

Samantha: And, I remember, and this is kinda random, but at our first concert,(a year ago) we started on the third beat instead of the fourth, and we had to start all over, and people were laughing, and that really sucked.  Not only that, but the people who were second violins, well some of them, and the people in the very back, they were just talking during the concert, and didn’t even hold their violin up, and that really made me mad.  Everybody noticed.  I was really embarrassed. 

Rico: How ‘bout we talk about what we saw this year? I can’t even really say anything because I have only been here this year.

Ben: That was all in the past.  It was a horrible time. Moving on to the present year, and I thought we did a really good job with our concerts.  And even though it was a lot of hard work….it was A LOT of hard work, a lot of practicing, it paid off in the end, and it is a great reward, even if you don’t get money, to watch the people’s faces when you’re done playing a song, clapping in the audience. 

Samantha (interrupting): As opposed to last year. 

Emily: (leading the group in a reenactment): This is last year’s audience. 

(Minimal, slow clapping).  

Rico: This is this year’s audience.

(Loud cheering, clapping, and laughter from the group)  

Kaylyn:  I really think it is good that Dr. Wood, like, loves to play, you know? And if he wants to play, it inspires us to want to play really good too, you know, to get better.  And, I just think that’s really good.

Ben: This Ben.  I just have to say that last year, there was not even a thought of going anywhere…to field trips…to shows…but this year we went to the San Francisco Symphony.  I said it before, but this year, we had a lot more opportunities to go see different things, and play different places, so it was a really good year and I think I’m gonna miss it.

Samantha: Last year, people like ran and ducked for cover at concerts, because it really sucked, and this year, it’s really good, and people loved us.

Rico: Especially going on field trips like to the San Francisco Symphony, we learned a lot about what we can become, and thanks to Dr. Wood, we have that inspired in us to do that, to continue playing for many years to come, and to love it. 

Ben: That was pretty deep.

(Laughter)  

Samantha: Yeah, I understand, because after seeing the San Francisco Symphony, I just want to play forever and ever.  And, I always wanted to play forever.  I even want to major in music. 

Emily: This year, I’ve gotten so much better, and whenever I pick up my violin, I just feel happier.  Whenever I’m upset, I just pick it up, and I just start playing, and it makes me feel better, and everything else goes away.  

Ben: How is that related to orchestra, though? 

Emily: Because, it’s violin, duh.  

Rico: It is the spirit within you that imparts the music when you are playing. 

Ben (Uncomfortably): Okay, we are not writing a sympathy book.

Samantha: No, let him; he’s good at this.  

Rico: The arts and especially music brings out your inner feelings. It’s like when you’re listening to your Ipod, you play the music that you feel.  You feel sad, you play a sad song.  You feel happy, you play a happy song.  You really don’t care, you just play a song…whatever…that you don’t care about. 

Kaylyn: I think that…I forgot what I was going to say…it was something like violin is something you can do for the rest of your life, you know… 

Ben (Interrupting): Yeah, like you can’t play football for the rest of your life… 

Kaylyn: Yeah, exactly…because you could get injured or something.  But, you can always play your violin, unless your arms get cut off or something. 

Rico: You could play with your legs! I wish I could do that! 

Kaylyn: So it’s something you can do forever, so it’s, like, really great, so I think everyone should play an instrument.  I mean, I play two…I play the piano and violin, and it just feels good to be able to make your own music. 

Samantha: Yes, I am going into last year, but then this year. So last year, I absolutely hated orchestra, but Dr. Wood brought the love back.  Music is a gift, and I think that was very…I don’t know what the word is…but, you know, but I really appreciate that.  I’m very thankful he was our teacher.

Rico (as a preacher): Powerful words, powerful words.
Emily:   I have a thought for my last comment.  I thought that, like, everything (is) going away, is kind of like getting in a match, but you’re not angry.  

Ben: She’s a wrestler, by the way.  

Rico: So am I!

Emily:  I could kick Rico’s butt because he is so midgety.

Rico: Well, duh, she’s like 5’8”! (laughter) Playing the violin, I come to class every day.  It gets me ready for the morning.  Playing in orchestra wakes me up.”

Samantha: Yeah, it definitely wakes you up. You can’t help but wake up. 

Ben: This is probably one of the best years I’ll ever have in orchestra.  There’s so many funny stories.

Kaylyn:  I really like this year, because I think I improved the most over the past two years.  I made more improvement this year than in my last two years, which I think is really good, because I learned vibrato, scales…I worked on my bow hold. 

 Rico: Slurs, shifting.  

Ben: The whole shebang.

Rico: Bahdahboom, bahdahbang, baby. 

Emily: My comments are…at the beginning of the year, I guess the way I sat and everything was wrong, so I had to fix everything about the violin that I ever learned, which really sucked.

Ben: It was almost like day one, you know, right where you sat in orchestra class, and you first opened your case, and you were so excited, it was almost like a repeat from day one in one year.

Rico: I’m just gonna let you guys rant a little it about that.  

(Dr. Wood comes in): It’s just two minutes till you go.  

Amanda: We have to stay in here.  

Many Voices (pleading): We have to finish!

Ben: We haven’t even made a dent  

Samantha: Yeah, seriously. 

Dr. Wood: Okay, last thought. 
Multiple students: “We’re gonna miss you, Dr. Wood.  THANK YOU, Dr. Wood! We love you!  
