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Student Name: Derek Malone
Degree Sought: Ph.D., Wildlife, Aquatic, Wildlands Science and Management
Specialty: wildlife Biology

Hometown, State/Country: Keller, Texas

Research Interests or Projects:

| am interested in both community level and species specific level responses to restoration management
activities. Currently | am working on assessing the Texas kangaroo rat's (Dipodomys elator) response to
vegetation manipulation in an effort to develop management guidelines for this rare species. The data | am
collecting will be used to get estimates on home range, habitat use, and age-specific dispersal patterns. | am
also modeling functional connectivity for this species using Circuitscape to assess connectivity among the
population clusters to highlight areas of conservation need to maintain connectivity between the population
clusters. During my Master's | studied both avian and vegetation community response to coastal prairie
restoration as well as the Greater Roadrunner's (Geococcyx californianus) response to restoration efforts on the
Welder Wildlife Refuge.
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