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To the Student and Parent(s): 

After your registration is complete and your proctor has been approved, you may take the 
Credit by Examination for HIST 6A, the first semester of sixth-grade social studies. 

WHAT TO BRING 

 • several sharpened No. 2 pencils 

ABOUT THE EXAM 

The exam for HIST 6A will consist of 64 questions, a combination of multiple choice, 
short answer, maps, charts, and graphs.  You will have three hours to complete the exam.  
You may not use any notes or books.  You will need to bring several sharpened No. 2 
pencils to the testing center with you.  A percentage score from the examination will be 
reported to the official at your school. 

The examination is based on the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) for this 
subject.  The full list of TEKS is included at the end of this document (it is also available 
online at the Texas Education Agency website, http://www.tea.state.tx.us/).  The TEKS 
outline specific topics covered in the exam, as well as more general areas of knowledge 
and levels of critical thinking.  Use the TEKS to focus your study in preparation for the 
exam.  TEKS covered in this semester are indicated by a checkmark; the exam will focus 
on the checkmarked TEKS, but may touch on any of the full list. 

Important definitions to know may be found at TEA’s Social Studies Center at 
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/ssc/.  Click on “Downloads” in the green box of links.  On the 
resulting page, click “TEKS Biographies, Glossaries, and Annotated Bibliography,” 
then click “Glossaries,” then scroll down in the PDF to “Grade 6” (page 29)  This 
document can be saved to your computer.  Print the information.  Caution:  This is a large 
document; print only the pages you need for sixth grade. 

To help you better prepare for the exam, a list of topics to review is included with this 
letter.  Study these topics along with the glossary and the material listed in the TEKS.  
Since exam questions are not taken from any one source, you can prepare by reviewing any 
of the state-adopted textbooks that are used at your school.  In order to be successful on the 
examination, you must study and review all of the concepts listed in the social studies 
TEKS. 

For more information about CBE policies, visit http://www.ode.ttu.edu/takeacbe/. 

Good luck on your test! 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/�
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/ssc/�
http://www.ode.ttu.edu/takeacbe/�
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HIST 6A 
Review Topics 

 

In addition to the TEKS and the glossary terms found on the TEA website, you will need to be 
familiar with the following terms: 

 • Purchasing power per capita:  The average buying power of individuals of a country. 

 • NATO:  North Atlantic Treaty Organization, made up of countries along the North 
Atlantic that cooperate to keep peace. 

 • OPEC:  Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries.  These countries are rich in oil 
deposits and control how much oil is available to the world, which results in the prices of 
oil changing frequently. 

 • European Union:  The EU was originally formed for better economic activity among 
European countries.  It has now become kind of like the United States with governmental 
laws for the countries that are a part of it.  The countries belonging to the EU use a 
common money system, the euro, to eliminate the need for money exchange.  Trade is 
much easier among the countries.  Norway has chosen not to be a part of the European 
Union.  There are still some countries joining. 

 • Push-pull migration:  Push migration means people are forced to migrate by bad 
conditions in their home country.  Pull migration means people migrate because of 
advantages in the new country. 

 • Population density:  A calculation of how many people there would live in one square 
mile of a country if the people were distributed evenly throughout the country. 

 • Landmark:  A structure or physical feature that is easily recognized. 

You should also study the following: 

 • The Incan, Mayan, Aztec, and Egyptian civilizations—look particularly at their 
geographical features and architecture. 

 • Know the major countries of the world and be able to locate them on maps. 

 • Be familiar with countries that have changed their governments since the 1940s. 
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Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
HIST 6A – Social Studies, Grade 6, First Semester 

 
TTU:  Grade 6 - Social Studies CBE 

TEKS:  §113.22. Social Studies, Grade 6. 
TEKS Covered TEKS Requirement (Grade 6) 

 
§113.22. Social Studies, Grade 6. 

 
(a)  Introduction. 

 

(1)  In Grade 6, students study people and places of the contemporary world. Societies selected for study are chosen 
from the following regions of the world: Europe, Russia and the Eurasian republics, North America, Middle America, 
South America, Southwest Asia-North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, East Asia, Southeast Asia, Australia, 
and the Pacific Realm. Students describe the influence of individuals and groups on historical and contemporary events 
in those societies and identify the locations and geographic characteristics of selected societies. Students identify 
different ways of organizing economic and governmental systems. The concepts of limited and unlimited government 
are introduced, and students describe the nature of citizenship in various societies. Students compare institutions 
common to all societies such as government, education, and religious institutions. Students explain how the level of 
technology affects the development of the selected societies and identify different points of view about selected events. 

 

(2)  To support the teaching of the essential knowledge and skills, the use of a variety of rich primary and secondary 
source material such as biographies and autobiographies; novels; speeches and letters; and poetry, songs, and artworks 
is encouraged. Selections may include Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes. Motivating resources are also available 
from museums, art galleries, and historical sites. 

 

(3)  The eight strands of the essential knowledge and skills for social studies are intended to be integrated for 
instructional purposes. Skills listed in the geography and social studies skills strands in subsection (b) of this section 
should be incorporated into the teaching of all essential knowledge and skills for social studies. A greater depth of 
understanding of complex content material can be attained when integrated social studies content from the various 
disciplines and critical-thinking skills are taught together. 

 

(4)  Throughout social studies in Kindergarten-Grade 12, students build a foundation in history; geography; economics; 
government; citizenship; culture; science, technology, and society; and social studies skills. The content, as appropriate 
for the grade level or course, enables students to understand the importance of patriotism, function in a free enterprise 
society, and appreciate the basic democratic values of our state and nation as referenced in the Texas Education Code, 
§28.002(h). 

 
(b)  Knowledge and skills. 

 
(1)  History. The student understands that historical events influence contemporary events. The student is 
expected to: 

 
(A)  describe characteristics of selected contemporary societies such as Bosnia and Northern Ireland that resulted from 
historical events or factors such as invasion, conquests, colonization, immigration, and trade; and 

 
(B)  analyze the historical background of selected contemporary societies to evaluate relationships between past 
conflicts and current conditions. 

 
(2)  History. The student understands the contributions of individuals and groups from various cultures to 
selected historical and contemporary societies. The student is expected to: 

 (A)  explain the significance of individuals or groups from selected societies, past and present; and 

 (B)  describe the influence of individual and group achievement on selected historical or contemporary societies. 

 
(3)  Geography. The student uses maps, globes, graphs, charts, models, and databases to answer geographic 
questions. The student is expected to: 

 
(A)  create thematic maps, graphs, charts, models, and databases depicting various aspects of world regions and 
countries such as population, disease, and economic activities; 

 
(B)  pose and answer questions about geographic distributions and patterns for selected world regions and countries 
shown on maps, graphs, charts, models, and databases; and 

 (C)  compare selected world regions and countries using data from maps, graphs, charts, databases, and models. 
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(4)  Geography. The student understands the characteristics and relative locations of major historical and 
contemporary societies. The student is expected to: 

 (A)  locate major historical and contemporary societies on maps and globes; 

 
(B)  identify and explain the geographic factors responsible for patterns of population in places and regions; 

 (C)  explain ways in which human migration influences the character of places and regions; and 

 (D)  identify and explain the geographic factors responsible for the location of economic activities in places and regions. 

 
(5)  Geography. The student understands how geographic factors influence the economic development, political 
relationships, and policies of societies. The student is expected to: 

 
(A)  explain factors such as location, physical features, transportation corridors and barriers, and distribution of natural 
resources that influence the economic development and foreign policies of societies; and 

 
(B)  identify geographic factors that influence a society's ability to control territory and that shape the domestic and 
foreign policies of the society. 

 
(6)  Geography. The student understands the impact of physical processes on patterns in the environment. The 
student is expected to: 

 
(A)  describe and explain how physical processes such as erosion, ocean circulation, and earthquakes have resulted in 
physical patterns on Earth's surface; 

 
(B)  describe and explain the physical processes that produce renewable and nonrenewable natural resources such as 
fossil fuels, fertile soils, and timber; and 

 (C)  analyze the effects of physical processes and the physical environment on humans. 

 
(7)  Geography. The student understands the impact of interactions between people and the physical 
environment on the development of places and regions. The student is expected to: 

 (A)  identify and analyze ways people have adapted to the physical environment in selected places and regions; 

 (B)  identify and analyze ways people have modified the physical environment; and 

 (C)  describe ways in which technology influences human capacity to modify the physical environment. 

 
(8)  Economics. The student understands the various ways in which people organize economic systems. The 
student is expected to: 

 (A)  compare ways in which various societies organize the production and distribution of goods and services; 

 
(B)  identify and differentiate among traditional, market, and command economies in selected contemporary societies, 
including the benefits of the U.S. free enterprise system; and 

 (C)  explain the impact of scarcity on international trade and economic interdependence among societies. 

 
(9)  Economics. The student understands the role factors of production play in a society's economy. The student 
is expected to: 

 
(A)  describe ways in which factors of production (natural resources, labor, capital, and entrepreneurs) influence the 
economies of selected contemporary societies; and 

 
(B)  identify problems and issues that may arise when one or more of the factors of production is in relatively short 
supply. 

 
(10)  Economics. The student understands categories of economic activities and the means used to measure a 
society's economic level. The student is expected to: 

 (A)  define and give examples of primary, secondary, tertiary, and quaternary industries; and 

 
(B)  describe and measure levels of economic development using various indicators such as individual purchasing 
power, life expectancy, and literacy. 

 

(11)  Government. The student understands the concepts of limited governments, such as constitutional and 
democratic governments, and unlimited governments, such as totalitarian and nondemocratic governments. The 
student is expected to: 
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 (A)  describe characteristics of limited and unlimited governments; 

 (B)  identify examples of limited and unlimited governments; 

 (C)  identify reasons for limiting the power of government; and 

 (D)  compare limited and unlimited governments. 

 
(12)  Government. The student understands alternative ways of organizing governments. The student is expected 
to: 

 (A)  identify alternative ways of organizing governments such as rule by one, few, or many; 

 (B)  identify examples of governments with rule by one, few, or many; 

 (C)  identify historical origins of democratic forms of government; and 

 (D)  compare how governments function in selected world societies such as China, Germany, India, and Russia. 

 
(13)  Citizenship. The student understands that the nature of citizenship varies among societies. The student is 
expected to: 

 (A)  describe roles and responsibilities of citizens in selected contemporary societies including the United States; 

 
(B)  explain how opportunities for citizens to participate in and influence the political process vary among selected 
contemporary societies; and 

 
(C)  compare the role of citizens in the United States with the role of citizens from selected democratic and 
nondemocratic contemporary societies. 

 
(14)  Citizenship. The student understands the relationship among individual rights, responsibilities, and 
freedoms in democratic societies. The student is expected to: 

 (A)  identify and explain the importance of voluntary civic participation in democratic societies; and 

 (B)  explain relationships among rights and responsibilities in democratic societies. 

 
(15)  Culture. The student understands the similarities and differences within and among cultures in different 
societies. The student is expected to: 

 (A)  define the concepts of culture and culture region; 

 (B)  describe some traits that define cultures; 

 (C)  analyze the similarities and differences among selected world societies; and 

 
(D)  identify and explain examples of conflict and cooperation between and among cultures within selected societies 
such as Belgium, Canada, and Rwanda. 

 
(16)  Culture. The student understands that certain institutions are basic to all societies, but characteristics of 
these institutions may vary from one society to another. The student is expected to: 

 
(A)  identify institutions basic to all societies, including government, economic, educational, and religious institutions; 
and 

 (B)  compare characteristics of institutions in selected contemporary societies. 

 
(17)  Culture. The student understands relationships that exist among world cultures. The student is expected to: 

 (A)  explain aspects that link or separate cultures and societies; 

 
(B)  explain the impact of political boundaries that cut across culture regions; 

 
(C)  analyze how culture traits spread; 

 
(D)  explain why cultures borrow from each other; 

 
(E)  evaluate how cultural borrowing affects world cultures; and 
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 (F)  evaluate the consequences of improved communication among cultures. 

 
(18)  Culture. The student understands the relationship that exists between artistic, creative, and literary 
expressions and the societies that produce them. The student is expected to: 

 (A)  explain the relationships that exist between societies and their architecture, art, music, and literature; 

 
(B)  relate ways in which contemporary expressions of culture have been influenced by the past; 

 (C)  describe ways in which societal issues influence creative expressions; and 

 
(D)  identify examples of art, music, and literature that have transcended the boundaries of societies and convey 
universal themes. 

 
(19)  Culture. The student understands the relationships among religion, philosophy, and culture. The student is 
expected to: 

 (A)  explain the relationship among religious ideas, philosophical ideas, and cultures; and 

 
(B)  explain the significance of religious holidays and observances such as Christmas and Easter, Ramadan, and Yom 
Kippur and Rosh Hashanah in selected contemporary societies. 

 
(20)  Science, technology, and society. The student understands the relationships among science and technology 
and political, economic, and social issues and events. The student is expected to: 

 
(A)  give examples of scientific discoveries and technological innovations, including the roles of scientists and 
inventors, that have transcended the boundaries of societies and have shaped the world; 

 
(B)  explain how resources, belief systems, economic factors, and political decisions have affected the use of technology 
from place to place, culture to culture, and society to society; and 

 
(C)  make predictions about future social, economic, and environmental consequences that may result from future 
scientific discoveries and technological innovations. 

 
(21)  Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired 
from a variety of sources including electronic technology. The student is expected to: 

 
(A)  differentiate between, locate, and use primary and secondary sources such as computer software; interviews; 
biographies; oral, print, and visual material; and artifacts to acquire information about selected world cultures; 

 

(B)  analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing, 
contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and 
conclusions; 

 
(C)  organize and interpret information from outlines, reports, databases, and visuals including graphs, charts, timelines, 
and maps; 

 (D)  identify different points of view about an issue or topic; 

 
(E)  identify the elements of frame of reference that influenced participants in an event; and 

 (F)  use appropriate mathematical skills to interpret social studies information such as maps and graphs. 

 
(22)  Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is expected 
to: 

 
(A)  use social studies terminology correctly; 

 
(B)  incorporate main and supporting ideas in verbal and written communication; 

 
(C)  express ideas orally based on research and experiences; 

 
(D)  create written and visual material such as journal entries, reports, graphic organizers, outlines, and bibliographies; 
and 

 
(E)  use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation. 

 
(23)  Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working independently 
and with others, in a variety of settings. The student is expected to: 

 
(A)  use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider options, consider 
advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution; and 
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(B)  use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, gather information, identify options, 
predict consequences, and take action to implement a decision. 

 
Source: The provisions of this §113.22 adopted to be effective September 1, 1998, 22 TexReg 7684. 

 


