Chapter 12 -- Honorifics and Seals

12.01 Retiring regents, chancellors, and presidents recognition. In aware-
ness of the years of dedicated service rendered by retiring members of
the board, chancellors, and presidents, the TTU system will present to
each retiring regent, chancellor and president an appropriate and dis-
tinctive symbol of recognition. This symbol will be presented at an offi-
cial dinner honoring regents, chancellors, or presidents on or about the
time of retirement from office.

12.02 Awards and Recognitions

12.02.1 Infinito Horizonte Award. The Infinito Horizonte Award is
the highest award bestowed by the board and the Texas Tech
University System. It may be bestowed upon an individual
(alumnus, non-alumnus, faculty member, staff member, or
administrator) who has significantly broadened the horizons
and excellence associated with the TTU system.

a. The award will be presented on an occasional, rather than
a regular, basis and will include consideration of such fac-
tors as:

(1) A record of commitment to securing significant fi-
nancial support for the TTU system;

(2) A demonstrated participation in the affairs of the
TTU system that reflects a deep personal commit-
ment to the mission and purpose of the TTU system
over a sustained period of time;

(3) Heroic efforts above self in the attainment of na-
tional and international recognition for the TTU sys-
tem; and

(4) Recommendation of the TTU system Board of Re-
gents.

b. The award will be funded by the Chancellor’s Council and
will be an appropriate and distinctive piece of crystal, the
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transparent qualities of which are symbolic of endless ho-
rizons.

12.02.2 Distinguished Service Award. A Distinguished Service
Award may be presented by the board to individuals in rec-
ognition of distinguished contributions to the TTU system in
support of teaching, research, or public service programs.

12.03 Plaques commemorating ex-chancellors and ex-presidents. Ex-
chancellors and ex-presidents of the TTU system administration and the
component institutions shall be recognized by the permanent installa-
tion of plaques noting the contributions of each during the individual's
tenure in office. This policy does not apply to interim chancellors or in-
terim presidents. The following guidelines are established for carrying
out this tradition.

12.03.1 Style. Each plaque will bear a likeness of the chancellor or the
president, the term of office, and a brief account of the signifi-
cant contributions made by that individual's administration.
As far as possible each plaque will conform to the style of
previously-installed plaques.

12.03.2 Historical perspective. A period of five years must elapse be-
tween the time of a chancellor's or president's leaving office
and the preparation of plaque copy in order that each plaque
will reflect a proper historical perspective.

12.03.3 Historian selection. Qualified historians are to be selected to
prepare the text for the plaques.

12.03.4 Board approval. The board will approve the text, the installa-
tion of each plaque, and its proposed location.

12.04 Honorary degrees
12.04.1 Guidelines. Honorary degrees may be conferred for public

service, scholarship, or other contributions in the public inter-
est.
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12.04.2  Eligibility. No person employed by the TTU system at the
time of the award will be considered for an honorary degree.

12.04.3 Nominations. Nominations for honorary degrees may be
made by faculty, students, staff, or members of the board.

12.04.4 Nomination evaluation. Nominations will be evaluated by an
advisory committee appointed by the president, with admin-
istrative, faculty, and student representation, and recommen-
dations will be made to the president.

12.04.5 Recommendations and authorization. Honorary degrees con-
ferred by the component institutions must be recommended
by the president to the chancellor and authorized by the
board.

12.04.6 Chancellor's duty. The chancellor will inform the board of
nominations at least one month prior to the board meeting
when candidates are scheduled to be considered for approval.

12.04.7 Award. Honorary degrees will be awarded at commence-
ment.

12.05 Schools, colleges, centers, institutes, and other naming not a facility
or gift related naming. Naming of schools, colleges, centers, institutes,
and other academic or administrative units or programs not specifically
addressed in Sections 06.06 or 08.05, Regents’ Rules, must receive final
approval from the board before said designation can be announced.

12.06 TTU system seals. The TTU system seals authorized for official use are
those in the official Identity Guidelines of the TTU system, as approved
by the board on August 12, 2005. The seals depicted in this section are
shown for illustration purposes only, as the official Identity Guidelines
provide different styles for the TTU system seal, the TTU seal, and the
TTUHSC seal. The seal for ASU, which officially joined the TTU system
on September 1, 2007, also is depicted; and its use is governed by
OP 26.07 of the ASU Operating Policy and Procedure Manual.
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12.06.1 The TTU system seal:
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12.06.4 The ASU seal:

12.06.5 Seals custodian. The secretary of the board is the custodian of
the seal of the TTU system. The president of a component in-
stitution is the custodian of that institution’s seal. The TTU
system seal shall be used by the secretary to attest to acts of
the board and its chair and to demonstrate the validity and
authenticity of documents, artifacts, deeds, contracts, and
other instruments as authorized by the board. The president
of a component institution shall use the institution’s seal to
attest to the authority of administrative or executive officers
of that component institution.

12.06.6  Seals authorized use. The secretary is authorized to permit
the registrars of component institutions to use the appropriate
seal for the purpose of authenticating student transcripts.

12.07 The TTU School of Law seal. The TTU School of Law is authorized to
maintain and use a seal for the school. The shield within the School of Law
seal shall be identical to the shield within the seal of Texas Tech University,
and the text in the ring surrounding the shield shall be “Texas Tech Univer-
sity School of Law.” The dean of the School of Law shall be the custodian of
the School of Law seal. The dean and the registrar shall use the seal for those
purposes which the dean and registrar deem appropriate.
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Index of Chapter 12 amendments adopted since December 12, 2008:

Section Date Description of Amendment

12.05 12-17-09 A revision clarified that, when a naming of an aca-
demic or administrative unit or program is not gov-
erned by the facility- or gift-related naming
provisions in Sec. 08.05 or 06.06, the naming of an
academic or administrative unit or program must be

approved by the board.
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