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ounded at the College of William and Mary in

1776, The Phi Beta Kappa Society has for more than
two centuries embraced the principles of freedom of
inquiry and liberty of thought and expression. These
ideas, symbolized on Phi Beta Kappa’s distinctive gold
key, promote the foundations of personal freedom,
scientific inquiry, liberty of conscience, and creative
endeavor. The letters Phi Beta Kappa represent the
Greek initials of the society’s motto: “Love of learning is
the guide of life.”

Only about ten percent of the nation’s institutions of
higher learning have Phi Beta Kappa chapters. Only
about ten percent of graduates in the liberal arts and
sciences at these distinguished institutions are selected
for lifetime Phi Beta Kappa membership.

For more information, contact Dr. Mary Jane Hurst,
Chair of the Texas Tech University Phi Beta Kappa
Application Committee at 806-742-2121 or visit
www.pbk.org.




