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Children think before they are able to think they think.  Before, that is, they understand what thinking is.   They sometimes tell others what they think.  What they think is sometimes their declared reason for doing what they do.  So there must be a sense in which they are aware of what they think before they are aware (know) they are thinking it.  From this modest beginning I develop a view about our (adult) mode of access to our own thoughts.  This view is anti-Cartesian in nature.   We do not know--at least not directly--that we think.  Our primary mode of access to our own thoughts is the same as it is with children: through the content of the thought, through what we are thinking.  But since what we are thinking is never (I will argue) a reason to think we are thinking it, our primary mode of access to our own thoughts gives us no reason to think we think.  If we have reasons to think we think (and I agree that we do), these reasons must come from elsewhere.  From others?   
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