
GENERAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING
Agenda – May 12, 2004

The General Education Committee met on Wednesday, May 12, 2004, from Noon to 1 p.m. in the Provost’s Conference 
Room.

Members Present: Jim Brink (Provost's Office, ex-officio), Kambra Bolch (Honors), Jim Clopton (Arts & Sciences), Ray 
Desrosiers (Engineering), Cathy Duran (Business Administration), Du Feng (Human Sciences), Pamela Elrod 
(Visual & Performing Arts), Ernest Fish (Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources), Pamela Halsey (Faculty 
Senate), and David Roach (Arts & Sciences, presiding).

1.  Announcements.
* None

2.  Review of minutes from the last meeting.
* Minutes were reviewed and unanimously approved.

3.  Old Business
a) Measuring Student Learning Outcomes for Coordinating Board and for use with SACS

- Jim gave the committee an update on Cathy Stalcup’s revised survey.  So far, Survey 1 (qualitative input, one core 
area plus achievement motivation) has garnered a 22% response rate (753 student responses).  Survey #2 
(qualitative input, all core areas plus achievement motivation) has garnered an 18% response rate (620 surveys 
returned).  This is good.  IRIM sent out reminder notes to students today in an attempt to boost response rate even 
more.  Data analysis will begin the week after graduation.  Jim may email us during the summer with news, if 
appropriate.

b) We may also want to discuss imposing some deadlines for getting new courses into the catalog.  The procedures for 
getting a course reviewed by the General Education Committee are attached to the minutes.  Jim will visit with Sue Jones 
about this and will get back to us.  We need this input so we can coordinate any deadlines we might set up with the TTU 
catalog.

- Related issue:  when do General Education recommendations (approved by the Provost) go into effect?
- Might be a good idea for us to publish our meeting times for all the Dean’s offices along with the deadline for 

submission that is already stated in our procedure sheet.

4.  New Business
a) LAIS 3300: Topics in Latin American and Iberian Studies – Motion was made by Ernie Fish to approve—seconded by 
Ray Desrosiers to approve this proposal.  The committee vote was unanimous to recommend approval of this course as one 
that fulfills Multicultural and Humanities requirement.  Roach perception checked with Stewart about this course being 
recommended for both multicultural AND humanities.  Both designations were intended by ASCAP.

b) COMS 2350: Introduction to Communication Disorders – Motion was made by Ray Desrosiers to approve this proposal
—seconded by Kambra Bolch.  The committee vote was unanimous to recommend approval of this course as one that 
fulfills the Social and Behavioral Sciences requirement.

c) Jim noted that the URL for the State Core Website is http://statecore.its.swt.edu .  This might be a good link to add to our 
TTU General Education Webpage.

d) Chair of General Education Committee needs to submit recommendation memos to the Provost, with a copy to Jim.  It 
would be good for chair of committee to draft a list of procedures (like this) so that future chairs would know how things 
work and who is responsible to notify whom of what.

e) Ray Desrosiers’ rotation for the committee is up this spring but he expressed an interest in being reappointed.

5.  Meeting Adjourned with deep thanks to Jim Clopton for his role as Exalted Purveyor of the Food this year!  
        Happy Summer to All! 

http://statecore.its.swt.edu
http://statecore.its.swt.edu


NOTE THE FOLLOWING PROCEDURES FOR PROPOSALS
TO THE GENERAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE:

• Proposals for changes in the Core Curriculum must come to the General Education 
Committee (GEC) from the office of the dean of the originating college and with an 
indication of the dean’s approval.  Proposals not bearing the approval of the dean’s office 
will be returned to the college without action.

• Proposals to add or delete a course from the Core must be accompanied by a current 
syllabus and may have additional supporting materials.  Proposals not accompanied by a 
syllabus will be returned to the college without action.

• To ensure that proposals are considered at a meeting of the GEC, they should arrive in the 
Provost’s office (attention Brink) no later than the beginning of the month during which they 
will come before the GEC.  Proposals that do not arrive by this deadline may be 
considered, depending on the number of items on the agenda for the meeting.  If late 
proposals cannot be included on the agenda for the meeting, they will be considered at the 
next meeting.

• Sponsorship of proposals is done by the GEC representative of the originating college.  
The presence of additional sponsors is neither necessary nor desirable unless specifically 
invited by the committee.  GEC recommends that proposers consult with their college’s 
representative on the GEC.


