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$10 per Hour and a 
FREE meal!!

Incredible Part-Time Job 
Opportunities available now at

South Plains Crossing Location
(69th and Slide Road)

We are seeking customer 
service specialists to work from 

11:00 am to 2:00 pm
and/or 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm.

You must be friendly, out-going, 
and able to work in a fast-paced environment!

Please call 798-1100 and ask for 
Molly, Oliver, or Brandon 

to set up an interview!
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Plagiarism round table moderator James Brink, reads a section 
out of Thomas Mallon’s book “Stolen Words” during Thursday’s discussion 
in the Red Raider Lounge of the Student Union Building. 
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Detection, prevention discussed at plagiarism roundtable
By Adam Young

Staff Writer

Texas Tech students, faculty 
and staff members considered 
methods to detect and prevent 
plagiarism during a roundtable 
discussion Thursday in the Stu-
dent Union Building.

The Plagiarism Detection in 
Higher Education Roundtable, 
hosted by the Off ice of  the 
Provost and the Tech Office of 
the Chief Information Officer, 
highlighted research and ideas 
discussed as part of Tech’s five-
year ethics initiative, said James 
Brink, Tech’s vice provost and 
moderator of the discussion.

He said the ethics initiative 
is designed to make students and 
teachers more aware of ethical 
behaviors and the academic-
integrity issues they face when 
using and citing others’ words 
and ideas.

“It does not diminish us to pay 
credit to someone else,” he said.

Though Brink said he hopes 
the ethics initiative encourages 
students to voluntarily avoid pla-
giarizing rather than using scare 
tactics, he quoted Tommy Lee 
Jones in the movie “Man of the 
House” when he said, “Plagiarism 
is an academic crime, and it’s 
punishable by academic death,” 
to explain the severity of pla-
giarizing.

“We sometimes don’t go the 
distance in the academic-death 
part,” he said.

Cynthia McKenney, associate 
professor of plant and soil scienc-
es, said she uses the plagiarism-
detection Web site www.turnitin.
com, which scores papers based 
on what the program considers 
the percentage of plagiarized 
material to be, as a resource for 
students to learn how to attri-
bute their sources rather than 

as a tool to punish students for 
plagiarism.

Kathleen Gillis, director of 
the University Writing Center 
at Tech, said one aspect of writ-
ing a research paper or essay that 
can trigger false positives on 
plagiarism-detection software is 
that writers have a tendency to 
adopt commonly accepted words 
and phrases to increase their le-
gitimacy on the academic topic 
they are writing about.

Susan Lang, director of First-
Year Composition at Tech and a 
panelist at the roundtable, said 
such software often flags com-
monly worded phrases such as 
“date rape” or “global warming” 
and commonly used phrases like 
“music can be used to...”

“They’re a good tool,  but 
they’re not a silver bullet, and 
they’re not a t ime saver for 
faculty,” she said of plagiarism-
detection software.

Because every major on cam-
pus requires at least six hours of 
writing-intensive course work, 
Brink said Tech is considering a 
university-wide license for plagia-
rism-detection software to ensure 
consistency and uniformity.

Though plagiarism-detec-
tion software can be useful in 
searching through databases of 
written material to help validate 
the integrity of a paper, McKen-
ney said it should be used with 
caution because it is not always 
accurate.

“Faculty need to be taught to 
be skeptical about the results that 
come back from this software,” 
she said.

Lang said she believes most of 
the plagiarism seen by writing-
center tutors could be prevented 
if students work on properly inte-
grating both sources and sourced 
material in their writing.
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said. “We’re just all cheating our-
selves on sleep.”

The amount of sleep needed 
increases if the person has been 
deprived of sleep in previous days, 
according to the NINDS Web site. 
When a person does not get enough 
sleep, he or she creates a “sleep 
debt,” which the body eventually 
will demand repayment on. 

“I think that has a big toll on 
students,” Eldredge said. “They 
may think differently, but I think 
it weighs a big toll. When they’re 
cramming for a test, they’re not 
preparing their brains to remember 
the knowledge. They just want it 
for the next day, so it’s not helping 
them academically.”

Downey said a recent study of 
23,000 Greek people showed a 37 
percent reduction in heart attacks 
among people who napped for 
30 minutes three times per week. 
Naps also can help in academic 
performance.

“Having a noon nap of 20 to 30 
minutes is beneficial,” he said. “If 

Daylight-saving
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

you’re only getting five hours of sleep 
at night, it’s only a Band-Aid. But, if 
I were a student, and I knew of some-
thing I could do to improve my grades 
without any work, I’d take it.”

According to the NSF Web site, 
63 percent of American adults do 
not get the recommended amount of 
sleep needed for good health, safety 
and optimum performance.

“Here’s a statistic: 75 percent of 
college students say they are just flat-
out tired,” Eldredge said. “A lot of it 
is staying up late studying or procras-
tinating on a project and then staying 

up to work on that. Other students 
have to work to support themselves, 
and then they stay up late because 
of that.”

Contrary to popular belief, the 
human body does not adapt to getting 
less sleep than needed, according to 
the NINDS Web site. Although a 
person may become used to living with 
sleep deprivation, his or her judgment, 
reaction times and other functions 
still will be impaired because of the 
lack of sleep.

“If you’re not getting enough sleep, 
you’re not able to function,” Eldredge 
said. “You suffer from health condi-
tions, emotional problems and don’t 
have good health in general. If you’re 
not sleeping, you’re just exhausted.”

According to several studies pre-
sented at the 2007 meeting of the As-
sociated Professional Sleep Societies, 
a lack of sleep can have consequences 
including impaired cardiac activity, 
increased risk of diabetes, obesity, 
higher risks of smoking and drinking 
alcohol, impaired academic activity 
and behavioral problems.

“Of all the things you give up in 
college,” Downey said, “it makes the 
least amount of sense to lose sleep.”

““75 percent of 
college students 
say they are just 
flat-out tired. 

— AMANDA ELDREDGE
STUDENT HEALTH 

SERVICES HEALTH EDUCATOR
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Sen. Kennedy says he’ll oppose Mukasey’s 
confirmation to be attorney general

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Bush, seeking Thursday to 
salvage the embattled nomination of 
Michael Mukasey as attorney general, 
defended the former judge’s refusal 
to say whether he considers water-
boarding as illegal torture. But the 
nomination suffered another setback 
in the Senate.

Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass., 
said that Mukasey’s unwillingness to 
answer definitively on the legality of 
the interrogation method that simu-
lates drowning increases chances that 
it could be used against U.S. troops.

“I therefore intend to oppose this 
nomination,” Kennedy said in remarks 
prepared for the Senate floor. “Judge 
Mukasey appears to be a careful, con-
scientious and intelligent lawyer, and 
he has served our country honorably 
for many years. But those qualities are 
not enough for this critical position at 
this critical time.”

On the upside for the administra-
tion, Republican Sens. John McCain 
of Arizona and Lindsey Graham of 
South Carolina, announced they 
would support Bush’s nominee.

Bush said it was unfair to ask Mu-
kasey about interrogation techniques 
on which he has not been briefed. 
“He doesn’t know whether we use 
that technique or not,” the president 
told a group of reporters invited into 
the Oval Office.

Further, Bush said, “It doesn’t 
make any sense to tell an enemy what 
we’re doing.”

Sen. Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., 
whose vote may decide whether Mu-
kasey’s nomination advances from the 
Judiciary Committee next Tuesday, 
said he has not decided but defended 

his fellow Democrats who have.
“I do not think Democrats are 

mistreating him at all,” Schumer told 
reporters.

Prospects for Mukasey’s confirma-
tion have dimmed because of his 
refusal to equate waterboarding with 
torture. Three of the 10 Democrats on 
Judiciary already had said they’d vote 
against him.

In a potentially ominous sign for 
the administration, Majority Leader 
Harry Reid, D-Nev., told reporters 
he could not guarantee a floor vote if 
Mukasey’s nomination fails in com-
mittee.

“I really believe in the committee 
process,” said Reid, who has not an-
nounced how he would vote. “If I’m 
asked by members of the committee 
to stay out of the fray, I am willing 
to do that.”

Bush later Thursday raised the 
stakes about Mukasey in a speech to 
the conservative Heritage Founda-
tion.

“It’s wrong for congressional lead-
ers to make Judge Mukasey’s confir-
mation dependent on his willingness 
to go on the record about details of 
a classified program he has not been 
briefed on,” Bush told his audience. 
“If the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee were to block Judge Mukasey 
on these grounds, they would set a 
new standard for confirmation that 
could not be met by any responsible 
nominee for attorney general. That 
would guarantee that America would 
have no attorney general during this 
time of war.”

Bush called on the Senate to 
promptly approve Mukasey, saying 
the nation needs to have an attorney 

general in place to help wage the war 
on terror.

Without saying whether interroga-
tors use waterboarding, a technique 
that simulates drowning, Bush said, 
“The American people must know 
that whatever techniques we use are 
within the law.” Asked whether he 
considers waterboarding legal, Bush 
replied, “I’m not going to talk about 
techniques. There’s an enemy out 
there.”

Mukasey’s confirmation seemed 
assured two weeks ago but now in-
creasingly is in doubt.

Freshman Sen. Sheldon White-
house, D-R.I., said Wednesday he 
would oppose the nomination. Mukas-
ey’s refusal to say that waterboarding 
is “unconditionally wrong” would 
leave open the possibility that U.S. 
agencies could cross a moral and legal 
line and use it on detainees, White-
house said.

“If we allow the president of the 
United States to prevent or to forbid 
a would-be attorney general of the 
United States ... from recognizing that 
bright line, we will have turned down 
that dark stairway,” Whitehouse said. 
“I cannot stand for that. I will oppose 
this nomination.”

Senate Majority Whip Dick 
Durbin, D-Ill., also a member of the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, followed 
Whitehouse to the floor to add his 
opposition.

“As good a person as he may be, 
his response to this question, this 
basic and fundamental question ... 
leaves me no alternative but to oppose 
Judge Mukasey’s nomination to be at-
torney general of the United States,” 
Durbin said.


