
British Ranches: Creating Your Own 
 

Objective: 
TLW identify how the cattle industry changed in the mid-to-late 1800s because of foreign 
investors and owners.  TLW examine land titles and barbed wire to understand how ranches were 
established.   
 
Subject: Social Studies/Texas History 
 
Grade Level: Seventh 
 
Time: Two 45-60 min sessions 
 
TEKS: 
History 7.6; Science, technology, and society 7.20 (C); Social Studies 7.21, Social Studies 7.22  
 
Materials: 
 Copy of Land title as example 
 Sample of Barbed Wire 
 
Land Title and Barbed Wire Activity 
Break the class into groups of three or four and give each group a copy of the land title/deed and 
a piece of barbed wire.  (Warn them to handle the barbed wire carefully so they do not hurt 
themselves).  Talk about the changes British ranchers brought to ranching in the West.  Mention 
the introduction of barbed wire and the closing of open ranges.  Also, describe what the land 
deed was and how it showed who owned the property. 
1.  Instruct each group to pretend they are a new group of investors and that their goal is to create 
a big ranch.   
2.  Tell them they must create their own land title, which states their corporation’s name and the 
name of their new ranch. 
3.  They must also determine where their ranch will be, how it will be set up, and who will 
oversee the daily operations (manager they know, one of them, or someone else).  Have them 
explain why they choose their specific location (good land, near water, etc).  They must decide 
what kind of ranch they will have (cattle or sheep), where they will purchase their livestock from 
and who they intend to get it to their ranch (what modes of transportation will they utilize).  The 
group must be able to justify all of their choices.    
4.  Tell them to be creative with their project! 
 
Assessment: 
1.  Grade the group activity on originality and creativity.   
2.  Give each student a sheet to tell who did what in his or her group and how much their 
teammates helped. 
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