
Tax Status of the University 
 

The purpose of this document is to answer questions about the tax status of Texas Tech 
University (TTU). 
 
I. Tax-Exempt Status 
 
TTU is tax-exempt under section 115 of the Internal Revenue Code and/or under the 
doctrine of intergovernmental tax immunity.  Section 115 provides tax-exemption for 
“income derived from the exercise of any essential governmental function.”  In Revenue 
Ruling 75-436, the Internal Revenue Service recognized that citizen education was an 
essential governmental function. 
 
TTU is not a section 501(c)(3) entity and does not have a determination letter as such 
from the Internal Revenue Service. 
 
II. Government Affirmation Letter 
 
The attached is a “government affirmation letter” issued by the Internal Revenue Service 
to Texas Tech University. 
 
 






