
RECOMMENDED UNDERGRADUATE IN DANCE READING LIST 
 

Pedagogy 
Nel Noddings.  Philosophy of Education 
Joan Wink. Critical Pedagogy, 3rd Edition 
Sherry Shapiro.  Dance, Power, and Difference 
bell hooks.  Teaching to Transgress. 
Margaret H’Doubler.  Dance: A Creative Art Experience 
 
History and Aesthetics 
Nora Ambrosio.  Learning About Dance. 
Selma Jean Cohen.  Dance as a Theatre Art. 
Susan Feagin and Patrick Maynard (Eds.), Aesthetics 
Selma Jean Cohen, Next Week Swan Lake: Reflections of dance and dances 
Janet Adshead, Dancing Texts: Intertextuality in Interpretation 
Alexandra Carter, The Routledge Studies Dance Reader 
Joan Cass, Dancing Through History 
Richard Schechner. Performance Theory 
Sondra Horton Fraleigh. Dance and the Lived Body 
Andre Lepecki.  On the Presence of the Body. 
Gemma Corradi Fiumara.  The Metaphoric Process 
Jack Anderson.  Art Without Boundaries 
 
Choreography and Criticism 
Doris Humphrey, The Art of Making Dances 
Daniel Nagrin, Dance and the Specific Image 
Larry Lavender, Dancers Talking Dance 
Jacqueline Smith-Artaud, Dance Composition (fourth Edition) 
Ann Daly.  Critical Gestures: Writings on Dance and Culture 
 
Theatre 
Aristotle.  Poetics 
Stanislavksi.  An Actor Prepares 
Kristin Linklater.  Freeing the Natural Voice 
Dymphna Callery, Through the Body 
 
 
Somatic and Technical References 
Gail Grant, Technical Manual and Dictionary of Classical Ballet 
The Anatomy Coloring Book 
Peggy Hackney, Making Connections 
Linda Hartley.  Wisdom of the Body Moving 
Daniel Nagrin. How to Dance Forever 

 
Video 
Paul Taylor, Aureole 
Martha Graham, Appalachian Spring, Cave of the Heart, Acrobats of God 
Renny Harris: Puremovement 
Doris Humphrey, Air for the G String, With My Red Fires 
Balanchine, The Four Temperaments, Apollo 
Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Company: Still/Here, Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
Cage/Cunningham 
Free to Dance (3-part PBS series) 
Twyla Tharp: The Catherine Wheel 



Pilobolus: Walklyndon 
Alvin Ailey. Revelations 
Dance Theatre of Harlem, Creole Giselle 
Talley Beatty, Mourner’s Bench 
Donald McKayle, Rainbow ‘Round my Shoulder 
Jerome Robbins, West Side Story 
Bob Fosse, A&E Biography – Fosse, All That Jazz 
Gregory Hines, Tap 
Fred Astaire, Top Hat 
Yvonne Rainer, Trio A 
Anna Sokolow, Rooms 
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