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 Outstanding  Strong  Satisfactory Needs to Improve  

Level of Thought Entries demonstrate the 
author’s ability to 
analyze, evaluate, and/or 
synthesize information 
and ideas from the 
reading.  These entries 
may reflect the 
development of new 
thinking on the part of the 
author and/or contribute 
to new thinking on the 
part of his/her audience.  

Entries demonstrate the 
author’s ability apply 
ideas from the reading to 
his/her own work and 
experiences and/or the 
ability to connect ideas 
across readings, perhaps 
in ways that contribute to  
new understandings on 
the part of the author 
and/or contribute to 
increased understanding 
on the part of his/her 
audience. 

Entries demonstrate that 
the author has a good 
understanding of ideas 
from the reading to and 
can summarize and 
discuss them in ways that 
demonstrate that 
understanding.    
Thus, the author is able to 
contribute to his/her 
audience’s understanding 
as well.  

Entries suggest that the 
author has had difficulty 
understanding the 
reading, and is, thus, 
unable to communicate 
the ideas of the reading to 
his/her audience.  

Organization of Ideas Postings are organized in 
an organic, seamless 
fashion, making it possible 
for readers to follow the 
flow of ideas without 
even being aware that 
they are being guided by 
the author. 

Postings are organized in 
an organic, largely 
seamless fashion, making 
it clear that the 
organization has 
developed from the flow 
of ideas, rather than the 
flow of ideas being forced 
in to a pre-existing notion 
of structure.   

Posting are clearly 
organized, though it 
appears as if the ideas 
may have been forced 
into a pre-existing 
structure rather than 
allowed to give rise to an 
organic structure of their 
own. 

Postings lack the 
organization necessary to 
help the audience follow 
the author’s flow of ideas.  

Clarity and Conciseness Postings are clearly and 
concisely written 
throughout.  

Postings are generally 
both clear and concise.  

Postings lack either 
concision or clarity. 

Postings lack both clarity 
and concision.  

 



Mechanical/Grammatical 
Conventions 

Postings lack the kind of 
mechanical/grammatical 
conventions that call 
attention to themselves, 
distracting the reader.  OR 
the postings intentionally 
disrupt mechanical/ 
grammatical conventions 
in a way that contributes 
to the readers’ 
understanding. 

Postings are generally 
free from  the kind of 
mechanical/ grammatical 
conventions that call 
attention to themselves, 
distracting the reader 
 

The reader is occasionally 
distracted by mechanical/ 
grammatical disruptions. 

Postings are rife with 
grammatical/mechanical 
disruptions, making it 
difficult to read.   

Number and Timeliness The author is making an appropriate number of 
contributions to the conversation in a timely fashion, 
allowing others to respond to his/her postings in the 
nature of a true conversation.  

The author has made an 
appropriate number of 
postings, though not 
always in a timely 
fashion, meaning others 
may not have an 
opportunity to respond 
and engage in a 
conversation about the 
text. 

The author is not making 
enough contributions to 
the online conversation. 
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