
Discussion Post Rubric 
 
 

Each week, you will receive a discussion post grade that will average into your overall 
Discussion post grade for the course. The discussion post grade will be worth 10% of your final 
grade in this course. This grade illustrates your contributions in your initial posts each week in 
response to prompts. The rubric below outlines the requirements and assessments for these posts: 
 
 

Activity EXEMPLARY PROFICIENT UNSATISFACTORY Points 
Demonstrates an 
understanding of the 
discussion 
prompt/question 

30 points 
 
Displays an excellent 
understanding of the 
course materials and the 
underlying concept being 
discussed. Uses course 
materials and other 
information to support 
important points. 

15 points 
 
Displays some 
understanding of the 
course materials and the 
underlying concept 
being discussed. Limited 
use of course materials 
and other information to 
support points. 

0 points 
 
Displays little understanding 
of the course materials and the 
underlying concept being 
discussed. Use of course 
materials and other 
information to support points 
is incoherent or missing 
entirely. 

 
 

30 

Demonstrates an 
understanding of the 
comment under 
discussion 

30 points 
 
Displays an excellent 
understanding of the 
comment under 
discussion by... 
...affirming 
statements and citing 
relevant research or, 
...asking a new related 
question or, ...making an 
oppositional statement 
supported by personal 
experience or related 
research. 

15 points 
 
Displays some 
understanding of the 
comment under 
discussion by... 
..affirming statements 
and citing some research 
or, ...asking a new 
somewhat related 
question or,...making an 
oppositional statement 
somewhat supported by 
personal experience or 
related research. 

0 points 
 
Displays little understanding 
of the comment under 
discussion as evidenced by... 
...no affirming statements or 
references to relevant research 
or, ...asking no 
related questions or, ...making 
no oppositional statement 
supported 
by any personal experience or 
related research. 

 
 
 

30 

Demonstrates critical 
thinking skills in 
repsonse 

20 points 
 
Displays an ability to 
analyze implications of 
and possibilities for the 
content - asking 
questions, posing issues, 
and using course sources 
and outside sources, when 
called for in making 
points.  

10 points 
 
Displays some ability to 
analyze implications and 
possibilities for the 
content. 

0 points 
 
Displays little or no ability to 
analyze implications of and 
possibilities for the content. 

 
 

20 

Quality of writing and 
proofreading 

20 points 
 
Written responses are free 
of grammatical, spelling 
or punctuation errors. The 
style of writing facilitates 
communication. 

10 points 
 
Written responses are 
largely free of 
grammatical, spelling or 
punctuation errors. The 
style of writing generally 
facilitates 
communication. 

0 points 
 
Written responses contain 
more than 6 grammatical, 
spelling or punctuation errors. 
The style of 
writing does not facilitate 
communication. 

 
 

20 

   TOTAL POINTS: 100 
 


