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Departmental Excellence in Teaching Award 
Applications due via online application at https://webportalapp.com/appform/ttudeta on 
February 8, 2017 

Criteria 
The following criteria are intended as guidelines to assist departments in preparing 
applications. Although the list is “generic,” it is recognized that not all criteria are appropriate 
to every department or academic unit and criteria relevant for some departments may have 
been omitted. Any evidence of teaching excellence that is related to the teaching mission of 
the department may be included in the application: 

1. What effort does the department make to improve teaching (e.g., colloquia, mentoring, 
graduate teaching assistant supervision and development, grant support, incentives, 
conferences, student development, etc.)? 

2. What contribution does the department make to scholarship on teaching (e.g., conducting 
research, authoring textbooks)? What is the impact of these contributions? How does the 
department keep current on teaching research and apply those findings? What is the 
impact of these applications? 

3. How does the department make use of a variety of teaching pedagogies? How does the 
department contribute to interdisciplinary courses or other collaborative teaching efforts 
that cut across departmental lines? What is the impact of these contributions? How are 
part-time faculty, adjunct faculty, teaching assistants, and non-tenure track instructors 
integrated into the “teaching culture” of the department? 

4. What is the quality of the various program(s) (undergraduate and graduate) or majors 
managed by the department? This may be assessed through accreditation reviews, 
performance on standardized tests, placement of graduates (employment or 
graduate/professional school), alumni surveys, student evaluations, external reviews, etc. 
Are these the courses in these programs taught by experienced faculty? 

5. Describe in some detail the planned use for the award money, specifically with regard to its 
application in improving learning outcomes or with regard to questions 1-4 above. 
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