
 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
I am pleased to announce that Professor Yehia Mechref has been named the director of the Texas 
Tech University Center for Biotechnology and Genomics (CBG).  
 
I believe Yehia will further the outstanding work of the center that begun under Dr. David Knaff, 
who passed away earlier this year. Through the expertise of its staff and cutting edge equipment, 
the center offers a broad array of services and it functions both as a research center and as a core 
facility.  The center capitalizes on the biotechnology and genomic research at the university and 
serve the needs of interdisciplinary and disciplinary research partnerships.   
 
Dr. Mechref’s research program at Tech is focused on utilizing mass spectrometry to understand 
the biological attributes of sugars and proteins in development and progression of cancer and 
HIV. 
 
“It was an honor and privilege to be a colleague of Dr. Knaff who worked relentlessly on making 
the CBG expertise and services available and accessible to scientists at Texas Tech and the 
Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center, and industry,” Yehia said. “I look forward to 
working with Dr. Susan San Francisco and other CBG staff to advance the scientific research at 
the universities and beyond by offering state-of-the-art analytical services which would facilitate 
scientific publications and acquisition of new grants and contracts. My hope is that the CBG will 
attain, in the very near future, national and international recognitions”   
 
Prior to joining Texas Tech in 2010, Dr. Mechref was the director of METACyt Biochemical 
Analysis Center and as the assistant director of the National Center for Glycomics and 
Glycoproteomics, both at Indiana University, Bloomington, Ind. He earned his doctorate in 
analytical chemistry from Oklahoma State University after majoring in chemistry at the 
American University of Beirut, Lebanon.  
 
I want to thank Susan San Francisco for leading the center during Dr. Knaff’s illness and then as 
the interim director. Susan has gone above and beyond to maintain and grow center functions, 
customer service, and opportunities for researchers to use the center.  
 
Please join me in congratulating Yehia and wishing him well. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Guy Loneragan 
Interim Vice President for Research 


