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2016 Texas Tech Conference on Women Has Gone Mobile! 

 

Dear Attendees,  

 

The 2016 Texas Tech Conference on Women has 

gone mobile using Guidebook!   

We strongly encourage you to download our mobile 

guide to enhance your experience at 2016 Texas 

Tech Conference on Women.  

You'll be able to plan your day with a personalized 

schedule and browse exhibitors, maps and general 

show info.  

 

The app is compatible with iPhones, iPads, iPod Touches and Android devices. Windows Phone 7 and 

Blackberry users can access the same information via our mobile site at http://guidebook.com/browse/.  

To get the guide, choose one of the methods below: 

• Download 'Guidebook' from the Apple App Store or the Android 

Marketplace 

• Visit http://guidebook.com/getit from your phone's browser 

• Scan the following image with your mobile phone (QR-Code reader 

required, e.g. 'Red Laser', 'Barcode Scanner') 

The guide will be listed under the "Download Guides" section of the 
application.  
 
See you at the event!  
 
- 2016 Texas Tech Conference on Women Team 
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About the Women’s Studies Program 

Since 1981, the Women's Studies 
Program is an interdisciplinary academic 
program that examines the cultural and 
social construction of gender, explores 
the history, experiences and 
contributions of women to society, and 
studies the influences of gender on the 
lives of women and men.  The program 
emphasizes critical thinking across 
disciplines vital to success during and 
following formal education. 
 
The University offers a minor in Women's Studies.  Goals of the minor include helping 
student's interpret concepts of gender and gendered identities in different social, cultural 
and political contexts. We also participate in the Graduate Certificate Program. Graduate 
certificates are intended to meet the supplemental post-baccalaureate education needs of 
professionals. A graduate certificate program is a set of courses that provides in-depth 
knowledge in a subject matter. The set of courses provides a coherent knowledge base. 
Contact the Women's Studies Coordinator to make an appointment to be advised.  

Women's Studies is also home to The Edna Maynard Gott Memorial Library founded in 
1995 honoring Dr. Edna Gott, first woman awarded tenure in the Department of 
Economics. Materials provided by the College of Human Science and Preston F. Gott 
(1919-2002), Professor Emeritus of Physics. 

:: Mission Statement :: 

The Mission of the Women's Studies Program is to provide feminist-centered as well as 
gender- and identity-aware education, to support and expand research in Women's Studies 
and related fields of scholarship, to promote networking, advocacy, and support for 
women faculty, staff, and students and all interested members of the University and 
surrounding communities, and to serve as a source of information on and support for 
women's and gender-related scholarship, activities, and issues. 

:: Vision Statement :: 

The Program's vision is to ensure that the expansion of gender-aware educational 
opportunities and the active support of feminist and related fields of research are essential 
parts of the Texas Tech University academic agenda, and to promote all forms of gender 
equity in ways that reflect the needs and aspirations of women's and minority 
communities at Texas Tech University and beyond. 
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About the Conference 
 
In 1984, The First All-University Conference on the 
Advancement of Women in Academia was held on the 
campus of Texas Tech University. This conference occurs 
each spring with a local, state and national call for papers to 
help promote academic research. Over the year's the theme 
of the conference has merged with present day discourse of 
examining the cultural and social construction of gender, 
exploring the history, experiences and contributions of 
women to society, and studying the influences of gender on 
the lives of women and men.   
 
Since 1984, when the First All-University Conference on the Advancement of Women in 
Academia was held, over 40 guest scholars and activist have spoken on this campus as 
keynote speakers. Guest scholars have included a Chief Nurse and Colonel in the US 
Army Reserves, Dr. Margarethe Cammermeyer, a former Vice-Presidential candidate 
and an inductee to the National Women’s Hall of Fame, member Winona LaDuke, as 
well as one of the founding members of the second wave of the women’s movement and 
current recipient of the Presidential Medal of Freedom Award, Gloria Steinem. 
 
2016 marks the 32nd Anniversary that the Women's Studies Program at Texas Tech 
University has hosted a conference on the advancement of women in higher education. 
The theme this year is Contesting Multiple Margins: From Local to Global and Back 
Again 
 
This year’s conference is sure to inspire, educate, and transform how global movements 
are local movements.  
 
As we celebrate our academic program, we are proud to host research presentations by 52 
presenters.   Presenters come from members of Texas Tech University and the Lubbock 
community, including our sister University, Angelo State University. 
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Keynote Speaker 
 
 
 
Carrie Hessler-Radelet 
DIRECTOR, PEACE CORPS 
 
April 15, 2016 | Student Union Bldg. | Matador Room | 1:00 p.m. – 1:55 p.m. 
 

Ms. Hessler-Radelet was sworn into office as the 19th 
Director of the Peace Corps in June 2014. In the year's 
prior, she served as Peace Corps acting Director and deputy 
director. 
 
Hessler-Radelet began her career in international 
development as a Peace Corps Volunteer in Western 
Samoa, teaching secondary school English. From there, she 
went on to spend over two decades working in public 
health, focusing on HIV/AIDS and maternal and child 
health, before returning to the Peace Corps. 
 

As head of the Peace Corps, Hessler-Radelet has led historic reforms to modernize and 
strengthen the Peace Corps to meet the challenges and opportunities of the 21st century. 
She has spearheaded a sweeping effort to revamp the Peace Corps' Volunteer application 
and selection process and revitalize recruitment and outreach to field a Volunteer force 
that represents the best and brightest the U.S. has to offer. As deputy director, she led the 
rollout of the Focus In/Train Up initiative, which provides targeted technical training to 
Volunteers to increase their capacity-building abilities. 
 
Hessler-Radelet holds a Master of Science in health policy and management from the 
Harvard School of Public Health and a Bachelor of Arts in political science from Boston 
University. She and her husband, Steve Radelet, have two children. Four generations of 
Hessler-Radelet's family have served as Peace Corps Volunteers. 
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Guest Speakers 

 
 
Dr. Manisha Desai 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF SOCIOLOGY AND WOMEN'S STUDIES 
UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT 
 
April 15, 2016 | Student Union Bldg. | Matador Room | 10:00 a.m. – 10:55 a.m. 
 
Her research and teaching interests include Gender 
and Globalization/Development, Transnational 
Feminisms, and Contemporary Indian Society.  
 
Her forthcoming book from Routledge is titled: 
Subaltern Struggles in India: The Gendered 
Geography of Protest against Neoliberal 
Development.  In addition she is the author of over 
30 articles and book chapters and 4 books and is 
completing another book titled Women and 
Gender in a Globalizing World (2016).  
 
Her other books include: Gender, Family, and Law in a Globalizing Middle East and South Asia (co-
edited with Ken Cuno, 2010, Syracuse University Press); Gender and the Politics of Possibilities: 
Rethinking Globalization (2008, Rowman and Littlefield) and the highly regarded co-edited (with Nancy 
Naples) Women’s Activism and Globalization: Linking Local Struggles to Transnational Politics 
(Routeldge 2002).  She was awarded Sociologists for Women in Society’s 2015 Distinguished Lecturer 
Award in recognition of her contributions to scholarship on gender.  Her scholarship is committed to 
decolonizing knowledge and actively engaging with knowledge producers outside the academy. 
 
She is active in various professional organizations including the ASA, SWS, AWID (Association for 
Women’s Rights in Development), Societies without Borders, and ISA. She has served in various elected 
and nominated capacities in all these professional organizations including as President of Sociologists for 
Women in Society (2007).  Her commitment in all these offices has been to bring in voices from the 
Global South and marginalized communities in the Global North to engage in a critical public sociology 
that is committed to social justice and a critical human rights perspective.   
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Vanessa Crocini 
DIRECTOR, "Get Together Girls" 

 
April 14, 2016 | Alamo Drafthouse (120 W. Loop 289) 
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
 
Get Together Girls (2012) film screening will kick-off our annual 
conference and the director, Vanessa Crocini will  at the Alamo 
Drafthouse Theatre, 6pm-9pm. FREE and open to the public.  
 
This film is an award-winning documentary about the community 
project that has transformed the lives of a group of Kenyan former 
street girls. 
  
For this documentary, the director Vanessa Crocini spent a month at 
Anita's Home (March/April 2011) following the girls of GtoG in 
their work schedule and in their daily activities to see how their lives 
have changed and what their approach to the job is. The camera has 
captured the connection between the girls and Grace and her 
capacity to associate with them like a mother/sister, as she is a strong 
pillar in their lives. 

 
Vanessa Crocini is an Italian journalist and documentary filmmaker currently located in Los Angeles. 
She graduated in Film from University of Bologna after being an exchange student at University of 
California, Santa Barbara. After completing a Post Graduate Program in Entertainment Studies at UCLA, 
she developed her interest in documentaries. Vanessa has worked on several film, commercial, music 
videos and documentary productions in Italy, Los Angeles and Africa. She has collaborated with the 
Italian national television RAI, Bonsai TV and Agon Channel.  Her passion for documentaries has 
brought to several journalistic collaborations for several Italian film magazines and blogs. She mainly 
highlights and writes about films, filmmakers and stories that have a social interest. As the only US 
correspondent for CineClandestino, her reviews, articles and interviews focus on documentaries that 
have a social impact on the audiences. 
 
Her first feature length award winning documentary, Get Together Girls was produced by Vasco Rossi, 
the most famous Italian rockstar, for whom she shot the music video Mary Luise. Vanessa is part 
of SIMA (Social Impact Media Awards) as one of the journalists and members of the selection 
committee and her intention is keeping on writing about and making films that focus on social issues and 
expose impact topics. 
 
Vanessa is a proud honoree of the PrimiDieci Under 40 2014 which celebrates the extraordinary 
professional and personal success of the ten most distinguished individuals with Italian origins or Italian 
nationality, currently in the U.S. 
 
Vanessa is also a consultant for Social Media Marketing and Crowdfunding Strategy for filmmakers and 
artists of all kinds and has been a member of the Los Angeles Press Club since 2010. 
She is currently working on her second feature length documentary, Street Poets. 
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Women’s Studies Advisory Council Members 2015 - Present 

• Allison Boye, Unit Coordinator, Teaching Learning & Professional Development  
• Charlotte Dunham, Director, Women’s Studies Program  
• Tricia Earl, Coordinator, Women’s Studies Program  
• Karlos Hill, Associate Professor, History 
• Amy Heuman, Associate Professor, Communication Studies 
• Erika Brooks-Hurst, Graduate Student, Research Assistant, Human Development & Family 

Studies 
• Aretha Marbley, Professor, Educational Psychology  
• Luis Ramirez, Associate Professor, Sociology  
• Marjean Purinton, Professor English  
• Elizabeth Sharp, Associate Professor, Human Development & Family Studies  
• Brian Steele, Associate Professor in Art History and Associate Dean of the College of Visual 

and   Performing Arts  
• Kimberly Vardeman, Associate Librarian, Library 

Women's Studies Scholarship Committee 
• Amy Heuman, Associate Professor, Communication Studies  
• Ali Duffy, Associate Professor, Department of Theatre and Dance 
• James Yang, Associate Professor, Mechanical Engineering 

 
Women’s Studies Staff 

• Charlotte Dunham, Director 
• Tricia Earl, Unit Coordinator 
• Ebenezer Oke, Administrative Student Assistant 

Volunteers 
We would like to acknowledge the following individuals for their assistance, without whom this 
conference would not have been possible: 
 

• Conference Volunteer Coordinator, Diamond Williams 
• Conference Volunteers  
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Events at a Glance 
THURSDAY | APRIL 14TH 

CONFERENCE KICK-OFF EVENT 
 

Film Screening 
 

6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Get Together Girls (2012)  
Special Guest, director Vanessa Crocini 

Alamo Drafthouse 
120 W. Loop 289 

 
 

FRIDAY | APRIL 15TH  
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Location:  Texas Tech University | Student Union Building (Upper Level) 
Registration:  Located near the elevators and student services office. West of the Matador Room 
 

Check In 
Registration 

8:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 
Continental Breakfast  

 Registration & Matador 
Room 

Session I 9:00 a.m. - 9:55 a.m.  Canyon | Mesa | Playa 

Guest 
Speaker 

10:00 a.m. – 10:55 a.m. 
Dr. Manisha Desai 

 Matador Room 

Session II 11:00 a.m. - 11:55 a.m. 
 

 Canyon | Mesa | Playa | 
Traditions 

Luncheon & 
Awards 
Ceremony 

12: 00 p.m. – 12:55 p.m.  
Note: This is a pre-paid event* 
$15 student, $25 non-student 
(before April 1) 
$25 student, $35 non-student 
(after April 1) 

   Matador Room 

Keynote 
Speaker 

1:00 p.m. - 1:55 p.m.  
Carrie Hessler-Radelet 

 Matador Room 

Session III 2:00 p.m. - 2:55 p.m.   Canyon | Mesa | Playa | 
Traditions 

Session IV 3:00 p.m. – 3:55 p.m.  Canyon | Mesa | Playa | 
Traditions 

Session V 4:00 p.m. – 4:55 p.m.  Canyon | Mesa | Playa | 
Traditions 
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Presenter Index 
 
Session I – 01 

 
9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m. 

 
Canyon Room 

 Presenter: Kat Candler, Independent filmmaker, 
2014 Sundance Institute Women’s Initiative 
Fellow 

 

Session I - 02 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m. 
Presenters: Dr. Aretha Marbley, Dr. Aliza Wong, 
Wendy Ross, JD; Mukaddes Darwish, PhD; Shih-Han 
Huang, ABD; & Rebecca Opamen, MS, MED 

Mesa Room 

   
Session I - 03 9:00 a.m. – 9:55 a.m. 

Presenters:  
Dr. Annette Sobel, M.D., Department of Medical 
Education, Patricia Dushku, Graduate Student, 
Texas Tech University Health Science Center, 
Rachel Massey, International Affairs, Matthew 
Acre, Department of Natural Resource 
Management, and Erin Willis, Undergraduate 
Student, Global Studies; Texas Tech University 
 

Playa Room 

   
 
Session II - 04 

 
11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m. 
Presenters: D'Andrea Young, M.Ed; Vanessa 
Coco-Lyle, PhD, Jordan Artis, Brionne C. 
Dunham, and Katie Miller 

 
Canyon Room 

   
Session II – 05 11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m. 

Presenters:  
A. Miglena Sternadori, Assoc. Professor, Media 
and Communications, Texas Tech University 
B. Camille Thomas, Assistant Librarian, 
University Library, Texas Tech University 
C. Amelia Talley, Assistant Professor, 
Psychological Sciences 

Mesa Room 

   
Session II - 06 11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m. 

Presenters: Dr. Ed Check, Professor, Visual 
Studies, School of Art, Dr. Andres Peralta, 
Assistant Professor, Visual Studies, School of 
Art, Dr. Katy Ballard, Women's Studies 
Program; Texas Tech University 

Playa Room 

   
Session II - 07 11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m. 

Presenters: 
A. Asst. Dean Wendy Adele Humphrey, J.D., 
M.Ed., School of Law, Texas Tech University 
B. Fei Shen, Graduate Student, Human Science, 
Texas Tech University 
 
 

Traditions Room 
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Session III - 08 

 
2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m. 
Presenters: Dr. Elizabeth Sharp, Associate 
Professor, Human Development and Family 
Studies; Dr. Don Lavigne, Associate Professor, 
Classics; Dr. Dana Weiser, Assistant Professor, 
Human Development and Family Studies; Dr. 
Allison Whitney, Associate Professor, English, 
Dr. Keira Williams, Assistant Professor, Honors 
College; Texas Tech University 

 
Canyon Room 

   
Session III - 09 2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m. 

Presenters: 
A. Kacie Easley, Graduate Student, Angelo State 
University 
B. Emalee Nelson, Graduate Student, Texas Tech 
University 
C. Vili-Andrew Fehoko, Graduate Student, 
Sociology, Texas Tech University 

Mesa Room 

   
Session III - 10 2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m. 

Presenters: 
A. Sazza Dahal, Undergraduate Student, Angelo 
State University 
B. Samantha Christopher, M.A., Davina Nguyen, 
Elizabeth Sharp, Ph.D.; Texas Tech University 

Playa Room 

   
Session III - 11 2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m. 

Presenters: Dr. Annette Sobel, Dr. Rachel 
Hirshorn, Sunny Park 
 

Traditions Room 

   
 
Session IV - 12 

 
3:00 p.m. – 3:55 p.m. 
Presenters:  
A. Foregrounding Emotion and Embodiment in 
Feminist Data Collection 
Dr. Elizabeth Sharp, Samantha Christopher 
B. Navigating Desire: Romance and Body Image 
among First Year College Women, Kirsten 
Dalquist, Kelly Chroback, Kimberly Gambell, 
Cynthia Torres-Sesmas, Davina Nguyen, Katy 
Sill, Ally Moreno, Benjamin Finlayson, John 
Purcell, Elizabeth Sharp 
C. Mapping Sex Trafficking Protocols in 
Lubbock Hotel, Ashton Overbeck, Miriam 
Lieway, Elizabeth Sharp 

 
Canyon Room 
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Session IV - 13 3:00 p.m. – 3:55 p.m. 
Presenters: Dr. Charlotte Dunham, Associate 
Professor, Sociology and Director, Women’s 
Studies Program, Texas Tech University, Dr. 
Gordon Christopher, Assistant Professor, 
Mechanical Engineering. 

Mesa Room 

   
Session IV - 14 3:00 p.m. – 3:55 p.m. 

Presenters: 
A. Oscar Vest, Graduate Student, Angelo State 
University 

Playa Room 

 B. Kiah Rhea, Graduate Student, Angelo State 
University 
C. Judith Gonzalez, Graduate Student, English 
and Modern Language Angelo State University 
 

 

Session IV - 15 3:00 p.m. – 3:55 p.m. 
Presenters: 
A. Ahley Hardage-Edlin, Graduate Student, 
English, Texas Tech University 
B. Lida Sarafrazarpatapeh, Graduate Student, 
Philosophy, Texas Tech University 
C. Cheryl Angela Williams, Graduate Student, 
Agriculture Education, Texas Tech University 
 

Traditions Room 

   
 
Session V - 16 

 
4:00 p.m. – 4:55 p.m. 
Presenters: 
A. Bernadette V. Russo, Graduate Student, 
English, Texas Tech University 
B. Katharine Scherff, Graduate Student, PhD 
Fine Arts, Texas Tech University 
C. Alicia Goodman, Graduate Student, Texas 
Tech University 

 
Canyon Room 

   
Session V - 17 4:00 p.m. – 4:55 p.m. 

Presenters: 
Women's Leadership Institute (WLI) 
Panelists:  Devin DeLapp (Chair), Nataly 
Montano, Ally Moreno, Farah 
Mechref; Moderator: Miriam Lieway;  
Gender Equity Council (GEC)  
Panelists:  Christy Norfleet, Ed Check, Karlos 
Hill, Sarah Schwintz, Charlotte Dunham, 
Moderator: Elizabeth Sharp 

Mesa Room 

   
Session V - 18 4:00 p.m. – 4:55 p.m. 

Presenters: 
A. Vanessa Leos, Graduate Teaching Assistant, 
Dept. of Sociology, Anthropology and Social 
Work, Texas Tech University 

Playa Room 



 14 

B. Dr. Jeff Dennis, Faculty, Texas Tech 
University Health Science Center 
C. Mindy Ralston, Student, Angelo State 
University 

   
Session V - 19 4:00 p.m. – 4:55 p.m. 

Presenters: 
A. Areerat Lertchaipitak, Graduate Student, 
Personal Financial Management,  
Texas Tech University 
B. Ann H. Rodriguez, Instructor, College of 
Media and Communications, Texas Tech 
University 
C. Alejandro Araiza, Graduate Student, Alamo 
College 
D. Jessica Foumena, Graduate Student, College 
of Media and Communications, Texas Tech 
University 

Traditions Room 

 

Detailed Schedule 
 

Panel Presentation 
 

9:00 a.m. - 9:55 a.m.  
  
   "The Rusted" by Kat Candler 
 Session: I – 01 | Canyon Room  
 Presenter:  Kat Candler, Independent filmmaker, 2014 Sundance Institute Women’s Initiative 
   Fellow, Moderators, Hali Johnson and Kristine Mallinson 
 Abstract: The Austin-based filmmaker’s most recent feature, Hellion, helped her out of the  
   trenches of the short film world and boosted her to national prominence. She was  
   recently tapped to help with Canon’s Project Imagination program, in which  
   aspiring filmmakers from around the country submit trailers for non-existent  
   movies, and a professional director and actors—under the guidance of Ron  
   Howard—make a short film based on the concept. The resulting project, The  
   Rusted, is the sort of film Candler loves to make. It’s an atmospheric drama built  
   around a family in turmoil, with Hunger Games stars Josh Hutcherson (who also  
   produced the short) and Jena Malone in the lead roles. Within this session you will 
   learn how she got involved in the project, what she sees as the future of Texas  
   film, and what her ten-year-old self would think of what she’s doing now. 

 
Panel Presentation 

 
9:00 a.m. - 9:55 a.m.  
  
   Contesting Multiple Margins: Real Stories of Sexual Assault Sexual Violence from 
   the Women on  the Other Side of the Track 
 Session:  I – 02 | Mesa Room  
 Presenter:  Dr. Aretha Marbley, Dr. Aliza Wong, Wendy Ross, JD; Mukaddes Darwish, PhD; 
   Shih-Han Huang, ABD; & Rebecca Opamen, MS, MED; Texas Tech University 
 Abstract: Amid the firestorm of controversy surrounding the multiple allegations of sexual  
   violence made against Dr. William "Bill" Cosby. It is our intention to engage in  
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   dialogue about social and sexual health issues that affect marginalized women who 
   voices has been noticeably absent and those who serve this unique population  
   rather than to indict or defend anyone. As demonstrated by Angela Davis' (2000)  
   speech, for marginalized women specifically, women of color, gender is often an  
   inseparable phenomenon from violence of all types. As a result, violence is  
   exacerbated and elevated. For instance, marginalized women (e.g., poor women,  
   women with disabilities, elderly women, lesbians, women in the military, and  
   those in custodial care) are frequently the most vulnerable to all forms of sexual  
   assault, violence, and abuse of power (Field & Caetano, 2003; Hindin & Adair,  
   2002; Jasinski, & Dietz, 2004;).) The abuse occurs in multiple arenas such as  
   inside families, societies, countries, prisons, and medical, educational, military,  
   and mental health sectors (Harry & Anderson 1994; Harvey & Hill, 2004; Hughes 
   & Bonner, 2006). By and large, marginalized women face the greatest obstacles in 
   obtaining protection, needed services, and prosecution. Thus, this presentation will 
   focus on the experiences of marginalized women with sexual assault and trauma  
   within and outside of their cultural and ethnic backgrounds specifically   
   highlighting the class differences existing among the African Americans,   
   Asian/Asian Americans, Europeans/White-Americans, Hispanic/Latinos, and  
   Native American Indians' and international women experiences. 

 
Panel Presentation 

 
9:00 a.m. - 9:55 a.m.  
 
    Peace Corps: Perspectives from around the Globe 
 Session: I– 03  | Playa Room 

Presenter:   Dr. Annette Sobel, M.D., Department of Medical Education, Patricia Dushku, 
Graduate Student, Texas Tech University Health Science Center, Rachel Massey, 
International Affairs, Matthew Acre, Department of Natural Resource 
Management, and Erin Willis, Undergraduate Student, Global Studies; Texas Tech 
University 

Abstract: This panel will provide a descriptive overview from multiple perspectives of Peace 
Corps Service around the globe. Panelists will describe the missions, working 
environment, cultural, security, and socio-economic challenges experienced. We 
will also address interdisciplinary learning and service opportunities that are 
available and they have experienced, and community impacts they have observed.  
There will also be a facilitated discussion by the panel organizer that specifically 
addresses opportunities for, by and in support of women, with an emphasis on 
health and security.  

 
Panel Presentation 

 
11:00 a.m. - 11:55 a.m. 
 
   Voices of Hope: Speaking Out and Rewriting our Herstory 
 Session:  II – 04  | Canyon Room 
 Presenters:  D'Andrea Young, M.Ed; Vanessa Coco-Lyle, PhD, Jordan Artis, Brionne C.  
   Dunham, and Katie Miller; Texas Tech University 
 Abstract: In this session, panelists will include student members of the Voices of Hope:  
   Women of Color discussion group.  The group's co-facilitators, Vanessa Coca- 
   Lyle & D'Andrea Young, will serve as panel moderators as student members share 
   their experiences as women of color at Texas Tech and in the larger society as a  
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   whole, discuss their positive experiences in the Voices of Hope discussion group,  
   and promote exposure for our safe space to various campus members and partners 
   and audiences from other universities as well.  
 

Individual Paper Session 
Exploring Contested Representation 

11:00 a.m. - 11:55 a.m. 
 
   “Mediating” the conflict between cisgender and male privilege: Entertainment  
   and news media enter the turf 
 Session:  II – 05.A  | Mesa Room 
 Presenters:   Miglena Sternadori, Associate Professor, Media and Communications, Texas Tech 
   University 
 Abstract:  This analysis explores the media framing of the conflict between feminism and  
   the transgender movement, both in entertainment productions, such as   
   “Transparent,” “All That Glitters,” and “I am Cait,” and in recent news coverage.  
   The “she-male” identity many feminists saw as yet another abuse of male privilege 
   has transcended once-obscure activist and academic disputes and garnered public  
   support and recognition for challenging the status quo. Textually rich mediated  
   depictions of conflict and power hghlight and elevate media’s role in shaping  
   public discourses to include outgroup perspectives. 
 
11:00 a.m.- 11:55 a.m. 
 
   Bear Your Banner: Ways to Improve the Impact of Women's Research 
 Session:  II – 05.B  | Mesa Room  
 Presenter:   Camille Thomas, Assistant Librarian, University Library, Texas Tech University 
 Abstract:  Historically and in recent years, academic publications have not reflected the  
   amount and quality of research conducted by women. Information is a powerful  
   tool that can influence society, especially in a digital world. Often, women are less 
   likely to receive tenure and promotion because they do not publish as much as  
   men. Also, contributions online, including platforms like Wikipedia lack female  
   editors and detailed entries on topics concerning women. New trends in scholarly  
   publishing and information sharing make it less burdensome and easier to   
   strengthen the impact in academia as well as in society. It will look at new trends  
   in writing articles, work styles, copyright issues and social media. For example,  
   collaborating with other researchers to write articles, publishing open access  
   articles or graduate documents, and sharing supplemental materials such as data  
   visualizations, blog posts, presentations or curriculums. This session is aimed at  
   anyone interested in publishing research and building their personal brand. 
 
11:00 a.m.- 11:55 a.m. 
 
   Language Analysis of Women's Sexual Identity Development narratives to Inform  
   risk of Alcohol use disorder Symptomology  
 Session:  II – 05.C  | Mesa Room  
 Presenter:  Amelia Talley, Assistant Professor, Psychological Sciences 
 Abstract:  The current study examined whether language-style differences are associated  
   with risk of alcohol misuse in female sexual minority populations. Secondary  
   computerized text analysis revealed language-style differences across essays that  
   were related to women's reported alcohol use disorder (AUD) symptomology,  
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   depending on her level of sexual self-concept ambiguity (SSA; defined as an ill- 
   defined or unreliable sexual orientation). Past-year AUD symptoms were highest  
   among women with higher SSA scores who wrote about their sexuality with fewer 
   first-person pronouns (i.e., reflecting less self-focus) and present-tense verbs (i.e.,  
   reflecting psychological distance). 
 

Panel Presentation 
 
11:00 a.m.- 11:55 a.m. 
 
   Transitions:  LGBTQ Identities, Narratives, and Visual Pedagogies  
 Session:  II – 06  | Playa Room  
 Presenter:  Dr. Ed Check, Professor, Visual Studies, School of Art, Dr. Andres Peralta,  
   Assistant Professor, Visual Studies, School of Art, Dr. Katy Ballard, Women's  
   Studies Program; Texas Tech University 
 Abstract:  This presentation examines the shifting negotiations of language, identity, gender  
   and sexuality among the relationships of collective fictions that regulate   
   performances of gender, sexuality and LGBTQ cultural identities,  such as those  
   expressed through transitions and trans* identities. Through personal narratives  
   that incorporate discourses on hybridity, feminism, and identity politics, three  
   presenters investigate the manifestation of resistance, sublimation and   
   acculturation among diverse members of trans* communities and cultural   
   transitions, as well as practices that sustain inequities among race, gender, sexual  
   orientation, and ethnicity. The presenters construct stories of self through   
   narratives that illustrate how identities are influenced by the visual world, and how 
   vision and language are connected to understanding that eventually informs how  
   individuals perceive themselves and the world. 
 

Individual Paper Session 
Examining the Narratives of Sexual Trauma 

11:00 a.m.- 11:55 a.m. 
 
   "Let's Talk About Sex": Legislating and Educating on the Affirmative Consent  
   Standard 
 Session:  II – 07.A  | Traditions Room  
 Presenter:  Asst. Dean Wendy Adele Humphrey, J.D., M.Ed. School of Law, Texas Tech  
   University 
 Abstract:  In 1991, the trio Salt-N-Pepa released the classic hip-hop song "Let's Talk About  
   Sex" to address an otherwise private and intimate topic. Now, twenty-five years  
   later and in light of the sexual assault epidemic on college campuses, the song's  
   title takes on a new meaning. The Obama administration, legislators, and colleges  
   and universities are all addressing the pervasive sexual assault problem by taking  
   proactive steps to prevent and to educate college students about sexual violence.  
   One step in campus sexual misconduct cases is a paradigm shift from a "no means 
   no" approach to a "yes means yes" affirmative consent standard, and state   
   legislators are now taking notice of this burden-shifting standard following  
   California's passage of the first "yes means yes" law. An integral part of   
   successfully shifting to a yes means yes consent culture is implementing effective  
   education at the high school level. This presentation will explain the affirmative  
   consent standard and will offer compelling reasons why legislators should   
   consider requiring high schools to include awareness and prevention education on 
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   the standard. Education that incorporates the affirmative consent standard can be  
   an effective way of enhancing young people's knowledge of sexual   
   communication and will be one step toward a fundamental advance in how society 
   views the realities of sexual assault. 
 
11:00 a.m.- 11:55 a.m. 
  
   Individual's experience of sexual trauma: A qualitative study  
 Session:  II – 07.B  | Traditions Room  
 Presenter:  Fei Shen, Graduate Student, Human Science, Texas Tech University 
 Abstract:  There are many unheard voices of childhood sexual abuse. Childhood sexual  
   abuse has been correlated with higher levels of depression, guilt, self-blame,  
   eating disorders, somatic concerns, anxiety, dissociative patterns, sexual problems, 
   and relationship problems. The challenge posed by recovery from sexual trauma is 
   a reality that confronts the survivors of sexual abuse, their families and the larger  
   community of service providers. Yet, little research has been conducted from  
   individual's perspective on the sexual trauma, its impact on their lives, or their  
   perception of recovery. The purpose of this study is to explore and analyze the  
   journey of recovery, which is undertaken by individuals who have been sexually  
   abused in their childhood. Using Grounded Theory methods, this study was  
   conducted using secondary data from thirty individuals' blogs to explore their  
   experience of coping with sexual trauma. Blogs were collected from the blog site  
   to support and resources for survivors of rape and sexual abuse-Pandora's Project's 
   "Pandora's Aquarium" webpage. The substantive theory was discovered and  
   constructed through inductive and deductive analysis of data, grounded on the  
   thirty individuals' descriptions of their journey of recovery from sexual trauma. In 
   addition, subsequent themes and sub-themes that emerged as a part of the   
   categories will be discussed. Implications for systemic treatment and interventions 
   based on the researchers' interpretations of the findings will be presented. 
 

Panel Presentation 
 
2:00 p.m. - 2:55 p.m. 
 
   From Furious to Fearless: Faculty Action and Feminist Praxis in Response to  
   Rape Culture on College Campuses 
 Session: III – 08  | Canyon Room  
 Presenters:  Dr. Elizabeth Sharp, Associate Professor, Human Development and Family  
   Studies; Dr. Don Lavigne, Associate Professor, Classics; Dr. Dana Weiser,  
   Assistant Professor, Human Development and Family     
   Studies; Dr. Allison Whitney, Associate Professor, English, Dr. Keira Williams,  
   Assistant Professor, Honors College; Texas Tech University 
 Abstract: In this presentation, we (five faculty members) draw on a specific rape-promoting 
   incident on our campus as a case study for feminist faculty response to civil rights 
   issues on college campuses. We critically examine the incident and share our  
   multi-pronged, critical response as faculty. In so doing, we highlight   
   interdisciplinary activism, the importance of strong visual presence of feminist  
   faculty activism on campus, as well as our challenges and dilemmas. As a call to  
   arms, we hope this paper inspires other faculty to recognize their power on their  
   campus and to take incisive action. 
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Individual Paper Session 

Breaking Gender Barriers in Sports:  Shifting Narratives and Behaviors 

2:00 p.m. - 2:55 p.m. 
 
   When "Throwing like a Girl" is not Empowering Enough 
 Session: III – 09.A  | Mesa Room  
 Presenters:  Kacie Easley, Graduate Student, Angelo State University 
 Abstract: Women's sports continue to grow in popularity and representation in the United  
   States. However, numbers of high profile male athletes are not being held   
   accountable for violent crimes against women. Expected violence, gendered  
   insults, and the commodification of athletes' bodies strip them of their humanity  
   and perpetuates a cycle of violence against women. We must change the narrative  
   surrounding male athletes and violence by involving more women in the growth of 
   athletes and by valuing athletes as humans instead of products. 
 
2:00 p.m. - 2:55 p.m. 
 
   The Dynamics of Women Coaching Men and Gender Stereotypes 
 Session: III – 09.B | Mesa Room  
 Presenters:  Emalee Nelson, Graduate Student, Texas Tech University 
 Abstract: An area in which women are severely under represented is sport. There are so  
   many qualified women who are capable of holding coaching positions for men's  
   sporting teams, but rarely do. This research discovers the women who are breaking 
   gender barriers, what is potentially holding them back, yet also provides insight to 
   the evolving revolution of progress in this field. 
 
2:00 p.m. - 2:55 p.m. 
 
   Romantic Relationships and the Outcome of Performance Among Division1  
   College Football Players 
 Session: III – 09.C | Mesa Room  
 Presenters:  Vili-Andrew Fehoko, Graduate Student, Sociology, Texas Tech University 
 Abstract: This study is being done to see the importance of romantic relationships on  
   division 1 student-athletes. It is important to see whether romantic relationships  
   serve as a negative or positive mechanism within the student-athletes lifestyle.  
   This study takes into consideration the day-to-day lifestyle of these student- 
   athletes to see if performance eventually becomes affected in an end result. 
 

Individual Paper Session 
Engaging Pro-Feminist Men on Global and Local Levels 

2:00 p.m. - 2:55 p.m.  
 
   HeforShe: Why gender equality is an issue for both men and women and how we  
   can achieve an equal participation of both men and women for it. 
 Session: III – 10.A  | Playa Room  
 Presenter:  Sazza Dahal, Undergraduate Student, Angelo State University 
 Abstract:  This presentation will discuss the gender equality initiative launched by the UN  
   Women in 2014, HeforShe. The proposition that the UN made called for men to  
   stand up for women's rights because women's rights are in fact human rights; this  
   was a historic moment for the women's rights advocates. This presentation will  
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   also touch on how gender inequality has its effects on different cultures in   
   different ways. What might work as a good solution for a problem in one country  
   might be deemed "illegal" in another? It will also discuss how men face gender  
   discrimination and ways that we can beat the gender stereotypes of both men and  
   women. Finally, this presentation will show how each individual's contribution of  
   values will ripple through the society to achieve our one common goal of gender  
   equality. 
  
2:00 p.m.  - 2:55 p.m.  
 
   Is a “male feminist” really an oxymoron? Nuances and complexity among men  
   who call themselves feminists 
 Session: III – 10.B  | Playa Room  
 Presenters:  Samantha Christopher, M.A., Texas Tech University, Davina Nguyen, Texas Tech 
   University, Elizabeth Sharp, Ph.D., Texas Tech University 

Abstract: Individuals often use the label of “feminist” to describe both a social and   
   collective identity that intersects political and personal ideologies (Zucker & Bay- 
   Cheng, 2010).  There is extensive literature looking at how women develop a  
   feminist identity – however, little research has examined feminist identity   
   development among men.  This presentation will present literature on men and/in  
   feminism as well as highlight preliminary results from a study examining college  
   men’s proclivities to identify as pro-feminist and developmental processes leading 
   young men to claim the label “feminist.”  
 

Panel Presentation 
 
2:00 p.m. – 2:55 p.m. 
 

 “The B-reathe* RE-lax* E-nergize*and ZE-n* (BREEZE) Concept 
Demonstration”  

Session: III – 11 | Traditions room  
Presenter:   Dr. Annette Sobel, Associate Professor, Department of Medical Education, Texas 

Tech University, Dr. Rachel Hirshorn, Assist Professor, Department of Theatre 
and Dance, Texas Tech University, Sunny Park, Board Member, Survivor, Susan 
G. Komen, Lubbock Area 

Abstract: Although mastectomy rates vary greatly, with increasing trends worldwide, 
(ranging from 34-77%, with highest incidence in EU; Disabled- world.com), the 
accompanying disability caused by pain, diminished strength, and body image, is 
widely recognized and experienced. Post- mastectomy pain, lymphedema, and 
individualized physiologic and psychological effects, create an opportunity for 
intervention and self-help. In addition, this technique may more generally benefit 
generalized stress and anxiety sufferers. This presentation will provide background 
and a mini-demonstration that will include audience participation. These 
techniques comprise a new application of an individualized form of self-help and 
awareness that builds on known techniques from the arts and theater to strengthen 

  the woman’s chest wall, improve self- esteem and body image, and an overall  
   sense of enhanced well-being and respiratory comfort. 
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Panel Presentation 

 
3:00 p.m. – 3:55 p.m. 
   Gender SEAMS (Sexuality, Embodiment, Affect, Movement, Space) Research  
   Team, Texas Tech University 
 Session:  IV– 12  | Canyon Room 
 Presenter: A.     Foregrounding Emotion and Embodiment in Feminist Data Collection 
   Dr. Elizabeth Sharp, Samantha Christopher 
   B.     Navigating Desire: Romance and Body Image among First Year College  
   Women, Kirsten Dalquist, Kelly Chroback, Kimberly Gambell, Cynthia Torres- 
   Sesmas, Davina Nguyen, Katy Sill, Ally Moreno, Benjamin Finlayson, John  
   Purcell, Elizabeth Sharp 
   C.     Mapping Sex Trafficking Protocols in Lubbock Hotels 
   Ashton Overbeck, Miriam Lieway, Elizabeth Sharp 
 Abstract: A.The affective turn in the academy (Cvetkovich, 2012) and within the social  
   sciences in particular (Clough & Halley, 2007) has opened up a myriad of   
   possibilities for feminist scholars to think about and "gather" qualitative data.   In  
   this paper, we will discuss two dynamic and flexible data collection techniques:  
   walking interviews (Garcia et al., 2012;O’Neill & Hubbard, 2010) and emotion  
   mapping (Doucet, 2001; Gabb, 2007). We will provide a brief background of and  
   explain the innovative data collection techniques (e.g., Anderson, 2004; Jones et  
   al., 2008) and discuss how said techniques map on to feminist sensibilities. 
   B.  An alarmingly high number of college women experience disordered eating  
   (DE) [defined as: problematic thoughts (e.g., distorted body image) and behaviors 
   (e.g., calorie restriction, purging) but less frequent and/or less severe than clinical  
   diagnosis]. DE has been associated with distorted body image, low self-esteem ,  
   emotional distress and other nutritional and physiological complications (Krentz,  
   Chew, & Arthur, 2005). Expressed problems are pronounced for women   
   transitioning to college. In this paper, we draw our research using focus groups  
   with at total 42 first-year women, examining the interplay of romance, body image 
   and use of space among Black, Latina, and White first year women on a large  
   college campus. 
   C. Sex trafficking (defined as a form of modern day slavery where minors are  
   enticed, solicited, forced and coerced into the commercialization of paid sexual  
   encounters) is an exponentially growing problem in the United States. Hotels play 
   a large role in this crime, both as harbors of victims and as the setting where  
   criminal transactions often take place. This issue extends beyond large, urban  
   cities, reaching into suburban environments such as Lubbock, Texas (population = 
   239,538). Two separate sex trafficking instances have occurred in the past three  
   years: at one Lubbock’s most prestigious hotel, and the other at a budget friendly  
   Inn. In response, we are closely examining protocols related to awareness training 
   and mechanisms of handling suspicious behaviors linked to sex trafficking. In this 
   research, we are collecting survey data from a large number of hotel employees in 
   Lubbock and we will conduct qualitative interviews of managers, concierge and  
   housekeepers and other personnel and law enforcement who were directly   
   involved with the prior instances in Lubbock. Not only is it imperative for hotel  
   establishments to be prepared for the fastest growing enterprise of organized  
   crime, law enforcement should also have a universal protocol to recognize   
   warning signs and respond to suspicious behavior. Guided by    
   feminist perspectives, our end goal is to encourage informed legislation and create 
   policy for a nation wide protocol for combating sex trafficking. 
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Panel Presentation 

 
3:00 p.m. – 3:55 p.m. 
 

TECAID: Promoting Success in Engineering for Women 
Session: IV– 13  | Mesa Room  
Presenter:  Dr. Charlotte Dunham, Associate Professor, Sociology and Director, Women’s 

Studies Program, Texas Tech University, Dr. Gordon Christopher, Assistant 
Professor, Mechanical Engineering. 

Abstract: The purpose of this panel is to present the experiences and preliminary findings 
from the Texas Tech University TECAID (Transforming Engineering Culture to 
Advance Inclusion and Diversity) program, a National Science Foundation 
program to promote and sustain change toward greater diversity in Mechanical 
Engineering.  The panel will be describing their experiences with the project, their 
successes and failures, and recommendations for the future 

 
Individual Paper Session 

Centering the Margins Through Literature 

3:00 p.m. – 3:55 p.m. 
   Sex as Humor and Power Play in A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
 Session:  IV– 14.A  | Playa Room 
 Presenter:  Oscar Vest, Graduate Student, Angelo State University 

Abstract: The role of sex in a Midsummer Night's Dream can be narrowed down to two 
major purposes: humor and power. This paper aims to explore these two main 
functions, demonstrating how the erotic humor of Shakespeare's forest play is not 
only acceptable for its Elizabethan time, but actually quite celebrated given its 
theatrical setting and how humorous or unusual sexual situations also serves as 
tool to gain or relinquish power. 

 
3:00 p.m. – 3:55 p.m. 
   The Collective Body: Toni Morrison’s Beloved 
 Session: IV– 14.B  | Playa Room  
 Presenter:   Kiah Rhea, Graduate Student, Angelo State University 

Abstract: Beloved, known for its graphic descriptions of slavery, aligns both the perpetrators 
and the victims in an animalistic light. The narrative's merging of history and 
memory serves to create a representation of the collective black American 
experience through the characters' bodies. This presentation studies Morrison's 
ambivalent depiction of black bodies as both sexual and natural, and it searches for 
a definitive role for Sethe; if she is the black community's physical representative, 
then she must embrace both the past and the future, merging her identities to form 
a complete personhood. 

 
3:00 p.m. – 3:55 p.m. 

Recurrence of Stillness: Silence in Katherine Anne Porter’s Virgen Violeta and 
Maria Concepcion 

Session: IV– 14.C  | Playa Room  
Presenter:   Judith Gonzalez, Graduate Student, English and Modern Language Angelo State 

University 
Abstract: This presentation will discuss the recurrence of stillness present in Katherine Anne 

Porter’s fiction.  The gendered aspects of Modernism when de-centered and seen 
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through the margins will also be explored in an effort to understand where and 
how different cultures interact and clash in both “Maria Concepcion” and “Virgen 
Violeta.”  Porter’s ambivalent relationship with herself and her experience with 
Mexico will also be examined in retrospect of the very art that resulted from the 
indefinite affiliation between Porter and the place she set both these stories in. 

 
Individual Paper Session 

Expanding Women’s Use of Technology 

3:00 p.m. – 3:55 p.m. 
Changing Gender Norms Through Technology: A Look at 19th-Century Women 
Bicyclists 

Session: IV– 15.A  | Traditions Room  
Presenter:   Ahley Hardage-Edlin, Graduate Student, English, Texas Tech University 
Abstract: By focusing on feminist rhetoric and applying it to gender and technology, this 

presentation explores women's use of bicycle technology, the "emancipatory" 
nature of that technology, and the ways in which we can learn from this historical 
framework as we continue to explore how technology changes the gender and 
social orders of our own time. A textual analysis of three primary manuals written 
by woman bicyclists and the work of Hallenbeck (2012) enable contemporary 
scholars to identify implications of gender and technology changes in both 
pedagogy and future research.  

 
3:00 p.m. – 3:55 p.m. 

  The impact of social networks on Iranian women's social lives 
Session: IV– 15.B | Traditions Room  
Presenter:   Lida Sarafrazarpatapeh, Graduate Student, Philosophy, Texas Tech University 
Abstract: In Iran, the state media tries to show and advertise an unreal face of Iranian 

women's lives. However, the new generation of women's rights activists thanks to 
their deft hand with social media could have managed to challenge the state 
media's picture of Iranian women. For instance, the Facebook community, My 
Stealthy Freedom, was launched by Masih Alinejad, an Iranian Female journalist 
in May 2014. Although, it has not been a long time, the community had been 
popular among Iranian women. The goal of the community is to encourage Iranian 
women choose what they want to wear. In other words, it is opposing the state's 
law of compulsory hijab in Iran. There are, also, some other social networks, 
which has been successful in changing Iranian women's social lives.  In this paper, 
I will introduce some of the most popular Iranian social networks and virtual 
communities, which had been successfully, inform Iranian women of their 
personal and social rights to live more freely. Also, I will mention the challenges 
these communities and women cope with, in Iran.  At the end, I will suggest that 
these communities lack the historical and theoretical knowledge in their 
backgrounds, which I think are necessary for a strong feminist movement.  

 
3:00 p.m. – 3:55 p.m. 

African Women: The silent warriors in the fight against hunger and food 
insecurity 

Session: IV– 15.C  | Traditions Room  
Presenter:   Cheryl Angela Williams, Graduate Student, Agriculture Education, Texas Tech 

University 
Abstract: In a continent where food insecurity and hunger traps the poor in their poverty 

with few options to escape, AWARD has cultivated a growing pool of 
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professional African women to be effective within institutions supporting the 
agricultural value chain and technically competent to generate innovations needed 
by rural smallholders, most of whom are women.  African women's role in the 
success story of agriculture has been spoken of in hush tones across a male-
dominated continent. Gender stereotypes have limited women's abilities, 
especially by the media in agriculture.  
 

Individual Paper Session 
Staging Equality Through the Lens of Art 

4:00 p.m. – 4:55 p.m. 
   Standing on Her Shoulders: Complicity and Subjugation of the Female Gendered  
   Space in Latin Film 
 Session: V – 16.A  | Canyon Room 
 Presenters:  Bernadette V. Russo, Graduate Student, English, Texas Tech University 
 Abstract: The role of women in the Chicano/a movement and society has been essentially  
   depicted as merely that of support, a part of the infrastructure, and relegated to the 
   shadows, but not one of leadership or action. The following will explore the  
   subjugation of the female gender space and the role of complicity in   
   that subjugation, specifically employing the works of Gloria Anzaldua and several 
   other scholars in an exploration of "Like Water for Chocolate" (1992) and   
   "Walkout" (2006). 
 
4:00 p.m. – 4:55 p.m. 
   "Gender, Miriam, and the Frame Drum" 
 Session: V – 16.B  | Canyon Room 
 Presenters:  Katharine Scherff, Graduate Student, PhD Fine Arts, Texas Tech University 
 Abstract: This paper examines the divergent depiction of women playing typically male  
   instruments in Spanish haggadot. The author explores the history of gender  
   specific instrumentation throughout antique and medieval culture culminating in a 
   curious manuscript cell from the Golden Haggadah. 
 
4:00 p.m. – 4:55 p.m. 
   Photoshop of the 1800s: The 'Idealization' of Actresses' Bodies in Painting 
 Session: V – 16.C  | Canyon Room 
 Presenters:  Alicia Goodman, Graduate Student, Texas Tech University 
 Abstract: How does the likeness of theatre actresses change from what they looked like in  
   person to how they are portrayed through painting? How far back in time does the 
   idealization of female bodies go? This paper will examine the treatment of stage  
   actresses through the lens of art. Paintings of famous women will be compared to  
   photographs of the women themselves to analyze how closely the painting  
   resembles the person and to determine what, specifically, is altered about the  
   actresses and to determine common threads 

  
Panel Presentation 

 
4:00 p.m. – 4:55 p.m. 

Texas Tech Women’s Leadership Institute & Gender Equity Council 
 Session: V– 17  | Mesa Room  
 Presenter:  Women's Leadership Institute (WLI) panelists:  Devin DeLapp (Chair), Nataly  
   Montano, Ally Moreno, Farah Mechref; Moderator: Miriam Lieway;  
   Gender Equity Council (GEC) panelists:  Christy Norfleet, Ed Check, Karlos Hill, 
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   Sarah Schwintz, Charlotte Dunham, Moderator: Elizabeth Sharp 
 Abstract: In this session, members of the President’s Gender Equity Council (GEC) and  
   members of the GEC’s Women’s Leadership Institute will discuss their efforts on  
   campus this past year.  The GEC was established to advise the President on  
   matters related to gender equity (for more information,     
   see: https://www.depts.ttu.edu/genderequity/) .   
   The Women’s Leadership Institute (WLI) is comprised of undergraduate women  
   leaders from multiple disciplines. The broad vision of the WLI is to enhance the  
   leadership potential and skill sets of undergraduate women leaders on campus (for 
   more information, see https://www.depts.ttu.edu/genderequity/WLI_Vision.php).   
 

Individual Paper Session 
Politicizing Women’s Bodies 

4:00 p.m. – 4:55 p.m. 
A US paradox: Rising Unintended Pregnancies, Declining Number of Abortion 

Session:  V– 18.A | Playa Room 
Presenter:  Vanessa Leos, Graduate Teaching Assistant, Dept. of Sociology, Anthropology 

and Social Work, Texas Tech University 
Abstract: Unlike in other developed countries, in the United States abortion/access to 

abortion is a much politicized issue.  From 2002 to 2011, all three measures of 
abortion (the number, rate, and ratio of reported abortions) decreased 13%, 14%, 
and 12%, respectively (CDC). A reason for the decrease in abortions may be the 
increase in state legislative restrictions, known as TRAP laws, on access to 
abortion, which grew rapidly in 2010 after the passage of The Affordable Care 
Act. However, studies have shown that, while the overall abortions rates are 
steadily declining, the number of unintended pregnancies is on the rise (Finer and 
Zolna, 2011). Using data from the 2008 Alan Guttmacher Institute Abortion 
Patient Survey (APS), this paper will show that the decrease in abortions occurs 
concomitantly with an increase in TRAP laws, maternal mortality rate and a 
change in the demographics of women that currently have access to abortion. 
There is also an interest in the number of repeat abortions, which over the years 
has accounted for roughly 50% of all abortions in the United States. The findings 
of this paper will contribute to a better understanding of 1) the relation between 
unintended pregnancy and abortion, 2) the effects policy changes can have on the 
reproductive health of selected groups of women in the US, and 3) the lack of 
access to family planning services. 
 

4:00 p.m. – 4:55 p.m. 
   Racial/ethnic disparities in birth outcomes in rural vs. urban U.S. women 
 Session:  V– 18.B  | Playa Room  
 Presenter:  Dr. Jeff Dennis, Faculty, Texas Tech University Health Science Center 
 Abstract: This study aims to understand the importance of urban/rural place of residence in  
   the birth outcomes of white, African American, and Latina U.S. mothers. Using  
   national vital statistics data, the study explores whether rates of unfavorable birth  
   outcomes accelerate with maternal age among less socioeconomically advantaged 
   groups, and whether these patterns are consistent by population density of place of 
   residence. Implications include helping to understand risks and benefits of rural  
   maternal health, given that this population is less studied as the U.S. moves toward 
   a largely urban population. 
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4:00 p.m. – 4:55 p.m. 
 

Like Ivy: An Autoethnographic Account of Weight Loss Surgery 
Session:  V– 18.C | Playa Room 
Presenter:  Mindy Ralston, Student, Angelo State University 
Abstract: This work pushes to critically explore the personal and emotional turmoil 

associated with weight-loss surgery.  The paper uses autoethnograpy as 
methodology, allowing personal accounts to be considered when working through 
the cultural lens of fat studies.  Eight stories help put to words the internal and 
external struggle associated with weight loss, weight gain, and body image, 
illustrating anti-fat discrimination as well as internalized fatphobia. 

 
Individual Paper Session 

Overcoming Gender & Ethnic Stereotypes 

4:00 p.m. – 4:55 p.m. 
 

Gender Differences in Search for Financial Information 
Session:  V– 19.A  | Traditions Room 
Presenter:  Areerat Lertchaipitak, Graduate Student, Personal Financial Management,  

Texas Tech University 
Abstract: This paper studies the search for financial information as it relates to gender. By 

using the 1995-2013 Survey of Consumer Finances (SCF), the results of this study 
indicate that females tend to more actively search for financial information than do 
males. However, males with higher risk preference and/or higher education 
positively influence high search activity for financial information. In contrast, 
females with post-undergraduate degrees, females with higher risk preference, and 
married females are less likely to engage in high search. 

 
4:00 p.m. – 4:55 p.m. 
 

How Online Students Learn Best –Text, Pictures or Video, Does It Really Matter? 
Session:  V– 19.B  | Traditions Room 
Presenter:  Ann H. Rodriguez, Instructor, College of Media and Communications, Texas Tech  

University 
Abstract: Do we learn differently, one to another?  Many believe that some of us are so-

called visual learners and others learn best with other types of stimuli.  In fact, 
most past research has shown that people do tend to learn better when they have 
any kind of visuals.  However, recent research indicates that may not be true. The 
purpose of my experiment generally was to test which method of online 
instruction would yield optimal learning results. Specifically, I wanted to test 
which of three instructional methods would be most effective in an online learning 
environment, a Word Document with text only, a PowerPoint presentation with 
text and visuals, or an instructional video. My hypothesis was that the participants 
in this experiment who were exposed to the Word document with text only would 
learn as well or better than the ones with the PowerPoint presentation or the 
Instructional video. This Pilot Study experiment, consisting of 20 college student 
participants yielded some surprising results, suggesting that further research in this 
emerging area will be beneficial to the overall development of the popular and 
growing online pedagogical methodology.  
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4:00 p.m. – 4:55 p.m. 
   The Hero Complex: Advising Minority Students 
 Session:  V– 19.C  | Traditions Room 
 Presenter:  Alejandro Araiza, Graduate Student, Alamo College 

Abstract: The Hero Complex is constructed of varied human experiences.  The want to help 
others and oneself is sometimes identified as a natural compulsion, but others can 
identify it as a learned process. Resilience and true grit can be developed by 
reviewing several factors through the advising of a minority male student over a 
series of appointments. The factors that will be discussed are: networking factors, 
cultural and parental support and abilities and skills. 

 
4:00 p.m. – 4:55 p.m. 

"Impact of Experiences with Stereotype Threat on African-Descent Women's 
Academic Performance within the United States of America" 

Session:  V– 19.D  | Traditions Room  
 Presenter:  Jessica Foumena, Graduate Student, College of Media and Communications,  
   Texas Tech University 

Abstract: Stereotype threat is "a complex and nuanced phenomenon which refers to the 
tension that arises in members of a stereotyped group when they fear being judged 
according to stereotypes" (Ambrose et al., 2010). Stereotype threat can have a 
negative impact on students' academic performance. Since the National Center for 
Education Statistics has recently identified women of African descent as the most 
educated group in both race and gender, this research attempts to understand 
which strategies this group has developed to overcome stereotype threat while 
achieving excellent academic performance. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

What do I get when I register? 

For those that have registered early you will receive a conference packet and nametag with your lunch 
ticket. If you registered late, you will receive a program and access to any other materials at registration.  

How do I show proof of attendance to my professor?  

Students will register for the conference. The Conference Program will be used as your proof of 
attendance but you will also be asked to print and sign in at the end of each session. See the session 
monitor, inside each room, for details. 

Is there parking on campus for those attending the conference? 

For visitors without a TTU parking sticker on their vehicle, the "Band" parking lot at the South side of 
the Music Bldg./Student Union Bldg. is recommended. This lot is a park and pay system. Enter off of 
15th & University for directions from the traffic kiosk to this area. Visitors unable to find parking in this 
area will be directed to the closest available parking upon inquiry at the traffic kiosk. 

Sightseeing and Dining  

Founded by a Texas Ranger in 1876, the area known today as Lubbock, Texas, is home to more than 229,000 
residents and is the center of the South Plains region. Although Lubbock still maintains an atmosphere of small-
town hospitality and West Texas charm, it also offers big-city delights. From award-winning wineries to an 
archaeological preserve and the largest cowboy symposium in the world to its rich musical heritage (Buddy Holly 
is the city’s most famous native son), an array of unexpected adventures awaits travelers in Lubbock. 

Lubbock is the home of Texas Tech, Buddy Holly, unique shopping, dining and a legendary ranching and music 
heritage. For more details go to: Visit Lubbock at http://www.visitlubbock.org/index.php  You can also follow 
them on Facebook and Twitter (@Visit_Lubbock)  
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Looking for a faculty 
position in higher 

education?

Looking for qualified and 
diverse candidates for 
open faculty positions?


