


The
Comeback 
 Kids

Not long ago, they were thought of  as 
the team to beat  by other  col leges  in 
the nat ion. In the state  and nat ional 

contests , they won four  years  in  a  row. 
O ver  the past  few years , their  unbeatable 
reputat ion has  faded. 

Texas  Tech Univers i t y  s tar ted competing 
in Range W ild l i fe  Q uiz Bowls  in 1996, but 
i t  has  been a  l i t t le  over  ten years  s ince they 
have had a  win. 

“ The  Nat iona l  W i ld l i f e  Q uiz  Bowl 
Team i s  wor ing  hard  to  ea rn  our  t i t l e 
back , ” Rache l  McMath , p re s ident  o f  the 
Range  W i ld l i f e  and  F i sher i e s  Club, s a id . 
“ We a re  hop ing  our  hard  work  wi l l  pay  o f f 
in  fu ture  contes t s . ”

This  i s  McMath’s  junior  year  at  Texas 
Tech as  a  natura l  resources  management 
s tudent , but  i t  i s  her  f i rs t  year  on the quiz 
bowl team. 

Dr. Mark Wal lace, Texas  Tech 
Univers i t y  chairman of  Natural  Resources 
Management, i s  the quiz  bowl team’s  coach. 
Wal lace  has  been in charge of  the team 
s ince i t  was  f i rs t  s tar ted Texas  Tech.  

“ Th i s  i s  a  fun  th ing  f o r  s tudent s  to 
do  to  ge t  the i r  f oo t  in  the  door  to  the 
r ange , w i ld l i f e  and  f i she r i e s  p ro f e s s ions , ” 
Wal l ace  s a id .

There  a re  no  t r yout s  to  make  the  qu iz 
bowl  t eam. S ince  the  Texas  Tech  team 
hasn’t  been  compet ing  regu la r l y  the  pas t 
f ew yea r s , Wal l ace  wanted  to  g ive  e ve r yone 
the  oppor tun i t y  to  pa r t i c ipa te .  The 
ma jor i t y  o f  th i s  yea r ’s  t eam cons i s t s  o f 
f i r s t  yea r  t eam members . 

Four s tudents  par t ic ipate  in the 
quest ion-and-answer quiz  bowl at  a  t ime. 
Subst i tut ion of  team members  i s  a l lowed 
throughout  the contest . 

Some contests  are  s ingle  e l iminat ion, 
and others  are  double  e l iminat ion. The fi rs t 
team to buzz in and accurate ly  answer the 
quest ion receives  points . The team with the 
highest  amount of  points  wins . 

“Any th ing  i s  f a i r  game  a t  a  w i ld l i f e 
qu i z  bowl  conte s t , ” Wal l ace  s a id . “ They 
c an  a sk  ques t ions  rega rd ing  w i ld l i f e  l aws 
and  ac t s , an ima l  iden t i f i c a t ion , t e chn iques 
and  eco log y. ”

Along with competing in the quiz  bowl, 
col lege students  are  a lso competing for  the 
t i t le  of  who wi l l  have the honor of  host ing 
the Western W ild l i fe  Regional  Q uiz Bowl 
Contest  at  their  univers i t y.

“ Texas  Tech  hos ted  the  Weste rn 
Reg iona l  contes t  back  in  2004  and  the 
t eam i s  hop ing  to  hos t  i t  aga in  in  the 
nex t  yea r  o r  two, ” Wal l ace  sa id . “S ome 
contes t s  have  a s  many  a s  14  t eams  tha t 
wi l l  pa r t i c ipa te , so  i t  wou ld  br ing  a  lo t  o f 
s tudent s  and  facu l t y  to  our  c ampus . ” 

Af ter  such a  long fa l l  f rom the top, the 
team knows i t  i s  going to take more than 
one win to restore  the reputat ion i t  once 
had.  Lucki ly  they have a  plan: they wi l l 
pract ice  weekly, s tudy hard, and travel 
to  ever y  contest  they can unti l  they are 
champions once again. 
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