
Million Dollar Dreams



A trip down Texas’ highways would tell any traveller that a Texas rancher’s main interest lies in cattle and other livestock. 
Of course, you may also see horses trotting through a pasture or deer running along the fence line, but one can’t help 

but wonder what lives on those secluded ranches that remain unseen to those on the black top. 
Taking a unique approach to being stewards of agriculture, Billy and Suzonne Franks, owners of Three Nails Ranch in 

Cisco, Texas, have filled their 3,000-acre property with award winning horses, trophy-sized whitetail deer, and an abundance 
of exotic animals. Very few ranchers pursue such rare agricultural entities, but even fewer have received national recognition 
for these pursuits. 

Since it’s purchase in 2009, the property has been cultivated into an award winning halter-horse operation, record-setting 
whitetail deer breeding facility, and a haven for hunters looking to shoot anything from whitetail deer to exotic animals.

“Three Nails Ranch began with a desire to create a get-away home to rest, relax and to do a little hunting,” Suzonne said, 
laughing at the irony of their original plans. 

Billy’s passion for hunting sparked the development of the whitetail deeroperation. Billy wanted to develop a 
commercialhunting operation. This means hunters pay for an animal from the property, stay at the ranch for a couple days, 
and shoot the animal they paid for.

 Billy’s deer operation manager, Joe Francks, helped make this happen by advising Billy on decisions to purchase sizeable 
deer to stock the ranch with, guiding hunters around the property, and helping the hunters have a memorable experience. 

From there, the ranch grew into a whitetail breeding operation. Similar to a rancher that breeds and raises his own cattle, 
TNR breeds, raises and sells their own deer. Much like a breed registry for livestock, the DNA of every deer on the ranch have 
been registered with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. TPWD keeps record of the transport, purchase, and sell of 
every high-fenced whitetail in the state. 

The traits that drive breeding and purchasing decisions for the ranch are horn size, width, and span. Antlers are scored and 
ranked amongst ranches. These scores are how TNR, amongst other ranches, markets their deer.

Three Nails Ranch owns several bucks that have sired most of 550 deer residing behind the high fences. Also, the semen 
from these bucks is marketed for other breeders to incorporate into their breeding programs. At Billy and Joe’s discretion, the 
offspring from these bucks are either sold or retained and used by the ranch. 

Impressively, after only four years of operating, TNR began setting records. One of their breeder bucks, Strikeforce, earned 
the title “2013 World Record Typical Mainframe Whitetail.” Simply put, this deer’s antlers scored at a world record-setting 
high. Plus, the ranch has created a very large footprint in the Texas whitetail deer breeder’s industry. 

“Our goal is to raise big, pretty whitetail that look good in the pasture and that people would be proud to have on their 
ranches,” manager Francks said. 

To maintain the health of these skittish animals, TNR has a working facility that is floored with black mats, can be darkened 
for the deer to see better, and is extremely sterile. The facilities include a series of chutes designed to keep the deer safe and 
calm when the deer must be handled, rooms that sick deer can be quarantined in, rooms that does can give birth in, as well as 
everything needed to artificially inseminate does each fall.
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  To see more of the ranch and all of 
the record winning livestock, check  
out this video or visit the ranch’s 
websites: 
 
For more horses: www.threenailse-
quine.com
 
For more wildlife: www.threenail-
sranch.com

TNR’s Kid Coolsified. The first “Million Dollar Sire” of the American 
Quarter Horse Association. 

TNR’s Intensions. Five time unanimous open world champion and five time 
amateur world champion of the American Paint Horse Association. 


