








and Development in the Office of 
International Affairs. 

David Weindorf (’95 BS, Range 
Science, ’97 MS, Soil Science, and ’02 
Ph.D., Agronomy), a professor and 
B.L. Allen Endowed Chair of Pedology 
in the Department of Plant and Soil 
Science, and an Associate Dean for 
Research in CASNR, has been named 
a fellow by the Soil Science Society 
of America. It is the highest honor the 
Society bestows upon its members. 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION

Courtney Meyers, an associate 
professor and graduate studies 
coordinator with the Department 
of Agricultural Education and 
Communications, was named this year’s 
Bumpers College Alumni Society’s 
Outstanding Young Alumni at the Dale 
Bumpers College of Agricultural, Food 
and Life Sciences at the University of 
Arkansas-Fayetteville. 

A professor of conservation science in 

 The 37th annual Distinguished 
Alumni & Outstanding Young Alumni 
Awards recognized some of the 
most outstanding graduates from 
the College of Agricultural Sciences 
and Natural Resources. The purpose 
of these awards is to recognize and 
honor CASNR alumni who have made 
significant contributions to society, and 
whose accomplishments and careers 
have brought distinction to the College 
and to the professions associated 
with agriculture and natural resources. 
One alumni from each of the College’s 
departments is selected to receive the 
awards. 
 This year’s recipients were:
Dawn DeBerry Stump (’96 BS, 
Agricultural Economics) of Washington, 
D.C. She is a principal at Stump 
Strategic, a consulting and advocacy 
firm helping clients proactively engage 
federal policy makers and navigate 
the intersection of public policy and 
politics. 

Distinguished Alumni and Outstanding 
Young Alumni Awards

 Kristina Boone (’86 BS, 
Agricultural Communications) of 
Manhattan, Kansas. She was recently 
a department head and professor 
in communications and agricultural 
education at Kansas State University. 
Starting this April, she began a new 
role as the director of The Ohio State 
University’s Agricultural Technical 
Institute. 
 Mandy Carr Johnson (’94 BS, ’95 
MS, and ’99 Ph.D., Animal Science) of 
Centennial, Colorado. She is the senior 
executive director of science with the 
National Cattlemen’s Beef Association. 
She also leads the beef safety research 
program and facilitates the functions of 
the Beef Industry Food Safety Council. 
 Shawn Benge (’89 BLA, Landscape 
Architecture) of Washington, D.C. He 
serves as associate director of park 
planning, facilities, and land with the 
National Park Service. He is in charge 
of policy development, program 
accountability, budget formulation for 

the Department of Natural Resources 
Management, Gad Perry, was named 
one of only 14 individuals nationwide 
selected for the Jefferson Scientific 
Fellowship Program which builds 
science, technology, and engineering 
expertise within the U.S. Department 
of State and the U.S. Agency for 
International Development. He is 
also Director of the International 
Center for Arid and Semi-Arid Land 
Studies, and Senior Director of the 
Division of International Research 

development planning, land acquisition, 
facility operations, and design/
construction activities across the 
national park system. 

 Dale Rollins (’83 Ph.D., Range 
Science) of San Angelo. He is a 
professor and extension wildlife 
specialist with the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service, and executive 
director of the Rolling Plains Quail 
Research Foundation, a 4,700 acre 
research/demonstration ranch in Fisher 
County. 
 Eric Best (’94 BS, and ’05 MS, 
Crop Science) of Lubbock. He serves 
as a technical agronomic advisor with 
Monsanto. He has been the technology 
development and technical agronomist 
for the firm since 2007. 
 In addition, the college recognized 
one outstanding young alumnus. The 
recipient of the 2017 Outstanding 
Young Alumni Award was Billy Zanolini 
(’04 BS, and ’06 MS, Animal Science) 
of College Station. He is an assistant 
professor and extension specialist 
for Youth Livestock and Agriculture 
with the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service. He is responsible 
for coordinating 4-H and other 
youth-oriented agriculture education 
programs, and has developed and 
installed more than 600 learning 
strategies and programming efforts 
through the Texas 4-H Association and 
other youth agriculture organizations. 
 The measure of a college’s 
distinction and influence depends 
greatly upon the achievements of its 
alumni and the positions they attain 
in their respective communities and 
fields of endeavor. These awards were 
established to recognize some of the 
college’s most outstanding alumni.

L to R: Interim Dean Fraze, Kristina Boone, Dawn DeBerry Stump, Mandy Carr 
Johnson, Dale Rollins, Shawn Benge, and Eric Best. Seated: Billy Zanolini. 
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CASNR has created a new 
undergraduate companion animal 
program. The program will provide 
an introduction to the myriad of 
opportunities to work with animals. 
Among the options are small animal 
nutrition and the potential to work for 
companies that make dog food, or 
small animal behavior consulting, to 
name a few. The concentration, offered 
in the Department of Animal and 
Food Sciences, is still very young and 
enrolled students for the first time in 
the spring 2017 semester.

Karissa Greathouse has been 
named the new Distance Education 
Instructional Technologist for the 
College of Agricultural Sciences and 
Natural Resources. She is working to 
develop and redesign instructional 
materials and products using 
technology-based resources for 
online courses, as well as assisting the 
faculty in learning about becoming 
proficient in and applying instructional 

technology. In addition, she’ll be 
monitoring and evaluating CASNR 
distance education online courses, 
and assisting with the implementation 
of a course review process based 
on the university’s approved online 
course design rubric for new and 
existing courses to ensure quality and 
consistency within CASNR.

Ed Hellman has been named a 
professor of viticulture and enology 
in the Department of Plant and Soil 
Science, and will be based at the 
Fredericksburg campus. There he 
plans to establish a research program 
primarily focused on applied research 
addressing critical needs of the Texas 
grape and wine industry, and on 
sustainable production practices for 
several fruit crops including blackberry, 
strawberry, blueberry, peach, and 
apple. In addition, he’ll be teaching 
undergraduate and graduate course in 
viticulture and enology, and developing 
a new course in sustainable fruit and 

nut crop production. He previously 
served as professor of viticulture at 
Tech with a joint appointment as a 
professor and viticulture extension 
specialist with the Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service. 

Rosalyn Shim has been named an 
assistant professor of plant breeding 
and genetics with the Department 
of Plant and Soil Science. She plans 
to continue her research efforts in 
molecular breeding, domestication 
genetics and germplasm development 
by wide hybridization. She would like 
to concentrate on elucidating the 
genetics of preferential chromosome 
transmission from the wild to the 
cultivated crop species. Findings from 
such research would form basis for 
the more effective and widespread 
utilization of wild relatives of crops as 
a reservoir of important genes for crop 
improvement. 
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